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By Russell McMurtrey, Editor

JJP HOA thanks Jen and Joe
Baker for organizing this year’s
Easter Egg Hunt!

Early Voting April 27th
See page 7

The J. J. Pearce HOA held its
annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 26th. For the younger
kids, eggs were laid on just about
every surface of the Mohawk playground, including the sides of the
climbing wall! Meanwhile, older
kids took to a sprint across the back
field to gather eggs spread far and
wide. Many found special “prize
eggs” that could be redeemed for a
small toy. Adults enjoyed visiting
with each other over coffee (thanks
to Corner Bakery), and generally
enjoying the great weather that day.
Contrary to popular belief, the
sudden appearance of these colorful, treat filled treasures was not an
overnight phenomena. Easter Bunny deputies Jen and Joe Baker coordinated the stuffing of each egg
with candy, which eventually included help from neighbors up and
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down their street (Grassmere) over
the course of about a week or two
prior. According to Jen, about six
moms or so would sit out in the
front yard each day on blankets
putting the eggs together, while the
kids played. On the morning of the
big day, the husbands took charge
of hiding the eggs.
While socializing with my neighbors, I also caught up with 27 year
resident Cindy Cave. Cindy recalled proudly how the neighborhood has always had a really nice
Easter event. I learned that there
used to be an Albertson’s where
Sprouts and HomeGoods are today.
After the JJP HOA egg hunt, Albertson’s would generously also
host an egg hunt inside the store.
“Kids would run though the store
just like they did outside. I’m not
sure how that worked.”
See jjphoa.com for more pictures!
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$4,501,055 in sponsorships, donations, or corporate
grants. Staff recommended a citywide strategy that includes an internal team as well as the use of consultative
services and community ambassadors to assist with certain projects.

News from the City
By Joe Russum
Applications for next year’s Leadership
Richardson class will be available in May.
Leadership Richardson is a unique opportunity for participants to enhance their
personal and organizational leadership as
they relate to community trusteeship. During a ninemonth period, September through May, Leadership
Richardson participants meet in all-day sessions, one
Friday a month. For questions or to exhibit interest,
please contact Kim Quirk at
kim@richardsonchamber.com or 972-792-2809 or visit:
http://www.richardsonchamber.com/pages/
LeadershipRichardson

The Dallas Business Journal announced that Richardson’s Spring Creek Nature Area land purchase is a finalist for the “Best Real Estate Deals of 2015” in the
Neighborhood Impact category.
The Bush Central Barkway was recognized with the
2016 Texas Recreation and Park Society (TRAPS) Park
Design Excellence Award.
McKamy Spring Park has become the latest location in
the Richardson area to have a State of Texas Historical
Marker. It is located atop McKamy Springs inside the
park amidst the Brick Row development. McKamy
Springs was once a popular watering hole for Native
Americans and early Texas settlers.

Richardson has made the list of Top 10 Healthiest
Housing Markets in Texas for the second year in a row,
by SmartAsset, an online data company.

The spring Neighborhood Leadership Workshop will
be held April 19, 2016 in the Grand Hall of Richardson
City Hall / Civic Center. Programs to be presented are
Effectively Communicating with Your Association and
Neighborhood Associations and Disaster Response. The
JJP HOA Board will be attending and you are also invited! Please contact a JJP HOA board member if you are
interested.

The city is reviewing updates to the Texas Food Establishment Rules. Changes will standardize City code to
be consistent with other regulatory agencies in the state
and Metroplex and will formalize accepted standards
currently used in food preparation.
Richardson Arts Alliance honored three recipients at
the annual “Heart for the Arts” Gala February 13 th at the
Eisemann Center.
Award recipients were Gary
Grahnquist, Dr. Abby Kratz and Suzanne Etman
Grahnquist who were recognized as the “Patron for the
Arts.”
The City is on track with its 2015-16 Budget. Most
Departments expenditures are at 24-28 percent of their
allotted budgets and revenues at 25-29 percent of projected total revenues for the fiscal year.
The City Council reviewed the city’s financial policy
regarding the property tax exemption for Over 65 and
Disabled Persons. The policy states the city has a goal
to maintain a tax benefit of approximately 30% of the
average home value. Currently the average exemption is
27.3%. The City staff recommended increasing the exemption level from $60,000 to $70,000 due to expected
property value increases. City Council will vote on the
recommendation on March 28th .
The City Council reviewed tactics for accomplishing
their strategy to increase private participation and contributions. From 2010 to 2015 the city has received
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President’s Corner
By G. Scott Waddell, President

6 Things To Do to Capitalize on the
Benefits of Our Community

Watch for fun announcements that will include such
events as Croquet Tournament in the Park, Concerts in
the Park, Movie in the Park and other family oriented
events that brings the community together and adds value to your investment of $25.00 for membership in the
exclusive JJP HOA.

1. If you want to get to know
many of your neighbors, and have
a fun summer, join Greenwood
Hills Community Club (GHCC).
For those not familiar, GHCC is
located at the corner of Melrose and Waterford.
With a baby pool, large regular pool, sand volley
ball court, concession stand the pool offers many
ways to meet people with like interests. Have fun in
the sun! With 5 gas grills and BYOB how can you
not have fun?
2.

Join the YMCA. The YMCA for years has sponsored the bounce house at the JJP/Reservation July
4th Picnic. They support our efforts so we should
support their efforts. Whether it’s T-Ball, swimming lessons, soccer, weight lifting, yoga, Adventure Guides, or any number of events the YMCA is
a great place to spend time this summer.

3.

Get involved with the planning for the July 4th
Parade and Picnic. The JJP HOA will once again
organize the parade event from Sr. Way to Mimosa
Park. The picnic will take place in the Mimosa
Park. Volunteers will be teamed up with experienced board members. What a way to meet people
and put on the best neighborhood party of the year!!

4.

Become a Friend of the Park. For donations of
$250.00 Friends of the Park will help support the
maintenance and improvement of the park. Contact
me if you are interested.

5.

Get your neighbors to get involved. I keep harping on this and I know you are as tired of me bring
this up as I am to have to bring it up. The JJP HOA
membership is at 70%. Quality parks, parades, and
picnics are not free! (There is so much more the JJP
HOA does throughout the year). Please encourage
your neighbors to become members. We need to be
at 85%. The entire community benefits from our
COR relationship, RISD relationship, Holiday in the
Park event, Easter Egg Hunt event, and July 4th
events. You pay for it and non-members enjoy all
these at your expense. You pay to play or events go
away. It’s never too late to join.

Vote in May regarding the RISD Bond. It is important we have high participation. The RISD
and the COR look at which HOA’s participate in
the voting process. A high participation rate
shows we are involved tuned in and involved. I
believe a high participation rate is rewarded.

G. Scott
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Financial Update
By Greg Immel, Treasurer

J J Pearce Homeowners Association
Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses
For Period January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016
1st Qtr 2016
As of 3/31/16

Year to Date
YTD

CASH RECEIPTS:
Membership Dues
Member Donations Park
Misc Donations
Advertising Newsletter
Total Receipts:
EXPENSES:

1,975.00
180.00
103.00
396.00

2,654.00

2,654.00

-386.46
-930.65
0.00
0.00
-67.16
-11.24
0.00
0.00
0.00
-104.88
0.00
-1,500.39

-386.46
-930.65
0.00
0.00
-67.16
-11.24
0.00
0.00
0.00
-104.88
0.00
-1,500.39

1,244.96

1,244.96

(-)

Beautification
Board
Crime Watch
Development
Editor
JJPHOA Park -Maintenance
Membership
Safety
Secretary
Treasurer
Webmaster
Total Expenses
Net Income ( - Loss)

Beginning Balance

1,975.00
180.00
103.00
396.00

Checking

15,572.06

Add Receipts

2,654.00

Less Expenses

-1,500.39

Ending Balance

16,725.67
Vanguard

Beginning Balance

8317.46

Dividend

0.21

Ending Balance

8,317.67
Summary

Checking

16,725.67

Vanguard

8,317.67

Total

25,043.34
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Calloway’s Corner
Timely Tips for April Gardeners
April means “to open” or “opening”, in allusion to it
being the season when trees and flowers begin to
"open". This is the month of rebirth and hope for the
future. April means Spring so; get out your gardening
tools and get moving. Calloway’s and Cornelius Nursery are fully stocked with all kinds of plants and products
for every purpose for today’s gardeners. Consider adding Native Plants such as Texas Sage, Red Yucca, and
Mexican Heather to your landscape. Native plants are
perfect for our Texas Summer heat better than most,
require less water, require less mowing, provide habitats
for birds, butterflies and other wildlife, protect the soil,
and save on fertilizes and insecticides.

By Whit Hyde, VP of Beautification

“I love the whine of a weed
eater first thing in the morning”
…said no one ever!

A successful garden begins with good soil. Organic
material is important to the soil composition. It helps
with drainage and increases the microbe population.
Expanded shale is used to break up hard compacted clay
soils. Top dress your flowerbeds and containers with
organic mulches.

Now that mowing season is again upon us, it brings up
the age old question of “When is it acceptable to fire up
the mower?” 8am? 10am? Noon? A topic of heated
debate to say the least. Just for fun, I took to the internet
for advice. Lots of spirited and humorous threads on
this subject.

Hopefully you have your tomatoes, peppers, squash,
and other warm season vegetables already planted; if not
get them in the ground right away. To get the highest
yields, make additions of fertilizer (called side dressing)
every couple of weeks, starting about a month after
transplanting or seeding. If your yard is too small for a
traditional garden plot, try gardening in containers. The
bigger the container, the better!

Out of the hundreds of opinions I perused – the pie
chart summary would show that 8am is generally
frowned upon – particularly on the weekend. Between
9am-10am was the most popular. The takeaway is that I
am not suggesting any times for mowing but rather to
just be aware and considerate of your neighbors. They
may be up walking the dog at 6am or working nights
and sleeping till noon.

If you want to create a truly dynamic garden, inviting
colorful guests like butterflies and hummingbirds is definitely the way to go. Butterflies like sunshine and plenty of space to fly around, so opt for a sunny, open spot.
Both enjoy having some type of cover as a resting spot.
Your garden can even include a water feature for butterflies and hummingbirds to play in.

That said, when it’s 100 degrees at 10am in August….all bets are off!
Send me your thoughts: beautification@jjphoa.com

St. Augustine and Bermuda lawns should be actively
growing now; so it is a great time to apply fertilizer.
Please consult one of our Texas Certified Nursery Professionals for the best advice for your lawn. A correctly
fertilized lawn now will better help your lawn to handle
the Texas Summer heat!
Source: Calloway's Nursery ©2016,
www.calloways.com.
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Annual Trash Bash – Saturday, April 16

Development

Cottonwood Arts Festival – May 7-8

By Kristen Ceaser, VP of Development

Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival – May 20-22

There are many ways to support the corporations,
groups and organizations who call Richardson home.
Here are just a few things popping up this month!

Yelp!
Yelp is a popular app used by many when finding directions, local reviews and more information about restaurants or attractions. The local Richardson Yelp has a
great new feature that allows users to see the City Health
Department’s score of a restaurant before you head out
the door!

Friends of the Library Book Sale
The Friends of the Richardson Public Library are excited to offer over 30,000 books, CDs, DVDs and other
media during their annual Book Sale scheduled for…
Friday, April 22 10:00-5:00pm
Saturday, April 23 10:00-5:00pm
Sunday, April 24 2:00-5:00pm
The Book Sale is held in the Basement Program Room
at the Richardson Public Library (900 Civic Center
Drive). For more information on the Friends of the Library, please visit www.richardsonfol.org.

Belt Line Farmers Market
The Four Seasons Markets group debuted a new outdoor market on Sunday, April 3rd in Dal-Rich Towne
Square, at Coit and Belt Line Roads.
Products at the market will include produce, grassfed beef, eggs, honey, beef jerky, bread, pecans, pastries,
olive oil, juice, tamales, pickles, jellies, caramels, hot
sauce and more. The market will also host a food court
with highlights such as Jac Jac’s SmokeStack BBQ,
Jamaica Cabana, and Tamales Over Texas.
The market will be open Sundays year-round from
10:00am-3:00pm.

RISD Bond Election
Please mark your calendars for the 2016 RISD Bond
Election. Early voting will take place on Wednesday,
April 27th from 2:30-6:30pm at Mohawk Elementary
School.
The official Election Day is on Saturday, May 7 th. For
more information about the bond proposal, please visit
www.risd.org.

An Exciting Spring!
Just a reminder about a few exciting events coming up
in the City of Richardson!
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I walked the exterior of our home looking for areas
where there could be ingression. Sure enough I found a
hole underneath a gutter and at a corner in the soffit
board. Near a tree, so it was easy for them to get on the
roof. The hole was probably started by a squirrel. It was
aided by the gutter being clogged, creating water overflow onto to the wood which softened it and made it
easier for their gnawing and pawing. Rats and squirrels
like to enter through these holes as well.

Safety
By: Michael Ward Sr., VP Safety

Possum Kingdom Part 1

What to Do
My first thought was to contact Marlin Perkins, who
was host of Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom TV program during the 60s. One of my favorite shows growing
up. I thought I would pitch a ‘Possum Realty Show’.
You know something like ‘Meercat Manor’ with a Texas twist. After some research I found out Mr. Perkins
died in 1986. Oh well.

Yes, neighbors that is a Possum, not only a Possum,
but a Mother with Babies. She and a few of her closest
friends have been staying in our attic, free of charge. For
a guy involved in Real Estate that really hurts. So how
did we discover these guests, how did they check in,
what have we done to evict them, what to do to detect,
and how to avoid such free-loaders.?

My next idea, knowing that we could not be the only
and first folks to have this problem, was to post on
Nextdoor.com a ‘Possum Invasion’ message. I immediately received several suggestions. The least appealing
was something to do with ‘Possum Pies’. I contacted the
Pest Company recommended; they were so busy it
would be several days before they could be on site.
So I contacted the City of Richardson Animal Services. Picked up one of their small cages (free of
charge), photo ID required. The cage was designed for
squirrels; all the larger cages were already taken. We
baited with it dry cat food and placed in the attic that
night. The next morning we found (2) young possums in
it. We called COR and they came and picked them up.
We baited it again and the next morning we had (1) possum. The next morning we had (1) and the next morning
we had (1). And then we captured the ‘Mother Lode’ as
pictured. The next (2) mornings the cage was empty. By
the way it is recommended that Possums be transported

The Discovery
It just so happens that my older Son is relocating back
from Germany and staying in one of our real guest
rooms while he gets settled. Shortly after his arrival he
began telling me that he was hearing critters in the attic
at night. At first I dismissed it (as Dads do such things).
It’s probably squirrels running on the gutters I offered.
Eventually I was convinced.
The Check In

(Continued on next page)
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What Are They?

Where Do I Get One?

Wire cages that are baited with food to assist in the confinement of nuisance and nocturnal (night-time) critters. These traps are humane and will not injure the animal
that is trapped. Whenever you trap an animal, call the animal
shelter for pick up at (972) 744-4480.

The animal shelter (1330 Columbia) maintains an inventory
of live capture humane box traps. These box traps are completely safe and are intended to confine and not injure the animal.
Residents may reserve one of these box traps free of charge
by contacting the shelter at (972) 744-4480.

What Kind of Critters Will They Capture?

http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?page=776

Humane traps are great for capturing domestic cats as well
as dogs. They are also very effective for wild animals found
in the city limits which include:






Foxes
Opossums
Armadillos
Raccoons
Squirrels







Coyotes
Skunks
Bobcats
Feral cats
Stray Dogs

at least 10 miles before being released or they will find
their way back.

The next day the Pest Company arrived. They made a
thorough search in the attic and found only minor damage. The critters had begun tearing the insulation around
the air ducts. They placed a one way door on the exterior
hole and coated the shingles with a gel that repels animals. The plan is allow the animals to come out for food
and water and then not be able to get back in. In approximately 10 days later they will return for a follow up.
Meanwhile the trap in the attic has remained empty.
Yesterday a young Possum showed up at our backdoor
on the patio. We put out the trap and had him in a few

(Continued on next page)
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minutes. I suspect he went out the one way door and
could not get back in.

Letters to the Editor
Anonymous, JJP HOA

Do you Have Critters

“In the February issue I vividly remember reading
the President’s Corner. What a literary masterpiece
that column is, by the way! Surely it will be recognized by the Pulitzer Prize Board for a nomination
soon, and maybe even published in hardcover, but I
digress. In that article the President encouraged us
all to take pride in the presentation of our homes. In
fact, he took an oath himself to become less of an
embarrassment to his neighbors by ‘planting flowers
beside the walkway to the front door.’

Do you hear noises at night? Could it be the sound of
little feet or maybe bigger feet? An easy way to determine if you have unwanted quests is to place an apple in
the attic. Most critters like fruit. And it will begin to
disappear quickly it they are around. Hopefully it will
not be raccoons they can use their hands to destroy cages.
Lessons Learned
Do a visual inspection of the exterior of your home a
couple times a year. Even very small holes will allow
animals, easy entry. Replace rotten boards, clean gutters,
and keep trees trimmed away from the gutters and roof.
If your HVAC drip pans do not drain properly they can
become a water source. And use an apple a couple times
of year.

I’ve been keeping a
close eye on our President since then, and
was delighted to finally
see that he has, in fact,
just recently planted
flowers beside his
walkway! This is all I
needed to see to know
that our President is
clearly a man of strong
character and integrity, if not botanical
greatness. See picture
attached.”

And that’s the latest from Possum Kingdom.
P.S. Hopefully next month I will be able to share the
conclusion.
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Social Media Pulse

A friendly smile, a love for JJP and a few extra minutes each month…
That’s all it takes to welcome our newest
neighbors! JJPHOA is committed to assuring
each resident feels welcome and at home. Part
of this small outreach involves delivering a
small gift basket to new neighbors, which is
often filled with information from the city, a
few trinkets, maybe a coupon to a local eatery,
etc… We are looking for a few extra hands to
help gather and deliver these small gifts!
If you are interested, please contact Emily
McMurtrey at membership@jjphoa.com or
Kristen Ceaser at development@jjphoa.com to
learn more about how you can be involved!
Thanks for considering!

I need someone to help maintain our HOA calendar. This is published on the last page of the
newsletter each month, but will soon be available
online. If you’re willing to contribute a few
minutes each month to make sure we’re not forgetting anything important, let me know!

-Russell editor@jjphoa.com
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March 28, 2016 Minutes

period of time effective April 1, 2016 at $1,500 for the
first year plus a one-time fee of $100.

JJP HOA Board Meeting

Emily will track and compare expenses for the year in
order to evaluate this new program. Emily and Russell
will get everything set-up and be the site administrators
for the time being.

On Tuesday, March 28, 2016 the JJP HOA Board
meeting was called to order at 7:18pm at G. Scott
Waddell’s office at 1701 N. Greenville Richardson, Texas. Those in attendance were: G. Scott Waddell, Emily
and Russell McMurtrey, Greg Immel. Kristen Ceaser,
John Sadowski, Whit Hyde, and Sue Caldwell. There
were no visitors.

RISD Bond Proposal: The Board decided that a reminder about the May 7th RISD Board Proposal would
be included in the April newsletter as well as a constant
contact sent out to the membership.

Secretary’s Report: The Board approved the February 23, 2016 Board meeting minutes.
Treasurer’s Report: Greg Immel reported that there
was a total ending balance of

Welcome Baskets: While the Board is searching for
someone to assemble and deliver welcome baskets to
new residents of JJP HOA, Kristen volunteered to continue to take care of this responsibility until June 1st.

$24, 269 for the month, He added that the budget
would be finished next month and the quarterly report
would be in the April newsletter.

Directory Time Line: Russell projected a May delivery of the 2016 JJP HOA Directory and asked the Board
for suggestions for the non-glossy cover.

Old Business

Committee Reports

New Magazine for JJP HOA / RNA Area: Kristen
Ceaser told the Board the new unnamed magazine’s
March/April issue delivery date was delayed until mid
April and that there had been no further communication
from them since last month’s meeting.

Development: Kristen Ceaser reported new developments in the neighborhood and asked for feedback from
the Board. She will highlight these developments in the
April newsletter. She also said that the COR Neighborhood Leadership Workshop would be April 19th and she
asked the Board to be sure to RSVP for the workshop
and for all of us to promote the workshop to other HOA
members. Russell will send out a constant contact about
this event to the membership.

Russell McMurtrey informed the Board that our newsletter sent out by constant contact has a “click on” of
61% and the newsletter opened 59% by members. It
was agreed that these were great percentage numbers.

Membership: Emily reported that we now have 70%
membership in JJP HOA.

Easter Egg Hunt: The Board acknowledged that Jen
and Joe Baker did a great job of organizing the Easter
egg hunt held Saturday, March 26th at the Mohawk
playground. There were over 2,000 stuffed eggs for the
kids to find. The HOA sponsored the event and Corner
Bakery donated a gallon of coffee.

Newsletter: Russell announced that the deadline for
future newsletters would be the Friday after our Board
meeting, which is held the last Tuesday of the month.
Therefore, the deadline for April’s newsletter is Friday
April 1st.

Park Maintenance: G. Scott and Whit Hyde met
with Natural Environments on March 24th and soon
afterwards maintenance at the JJP HOA Park began.
Other maintenance concerning the solar panel problem
is yet to be determined and is being looked into by G.
Scott.

Webmaster: John Sadowski said that he had made
several nametags for Board members and that he had
taken pictures at the Easter egg hunt and would put them
on our website.
Beautification: Whit said that he needed to switch out
Christmas signs for the Yard of the Month signs in the
storage unit and that Yard of the Month judging would
begin in April.

Association Voice-Web Based Software: Emily
McMurtrey reported to the Board more information
about “Association Voice”-a community edition website
that would streamline the HOA’s transactions with many
tiers of service.

The meeting adjourned at 9:07pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

*The Board voted to initiate the web based software
“Association Voice” for JJP HOA for a one year trial

Sue Caldwell, Secretary, JJP HOA
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Board of Directors and Committee
President

G. Scott Waddell

972-644-1412

president@jjphoa.com

VP Development

Kristen Ceaser

972-207-4511

development@jjphoa.com

VP Safety

Michael Ward, Sr

972-768-1447

safety@jjphoa.com

VP Beautification

Whit Hyde

214-478-4295

beautification@jjphoa.com

VP Membership

Emily McMurtrey

972-743-9562

membership@jjphoa.com

Secretary

Susan Caldwell

972-231-0702

secretary@jjphoa.com

Treasurer

Greg Immel

972-234-2981

treasurer@jjphoa.com

Editor

Russell McMurtrey

214-227-7549

editor@jjphoa.com

Webmaster

John Sadowski

972-238-9826

jjphoa@gmail.com

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission
in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files. www.jjphoa.com

April
16

COR Annual Trash Bash

18

Tax Day 2016 (Not the 15th due to Emancipation Day holiday)

27

Early Voting—RISD Bond 2016

29

RISD Student Holiday

7

RISD Bond Election Day

7-8

Cottonwood Arts Festival

15

Richardson Community Band—”To Those Who Serve” (Free)

Mohawk 2:30—6:30pm

May

20-22

Mohawk 7:00am—7:00pm
Eisemann Center 3:00pm

Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.
Monthly Rate
Business card
¼ page
½ page
Full page

(2 x 3 ½ “)

$12.00
$24.00
$48.00
$85.00

Yearly Rate
$132.00
$264.00
$528.00
$935.00

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory.
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J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association
1120 Chesterton
Richardson, TX 75080

Next Board Meeting: 7:00 pm, April 26th, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705
All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting
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