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News from the City

When a Pet is Found

•

If Richardson’s Animal Services department picks up a stray
animal in our neighborhood, they first check for
identification tags or embedded chips so that the pet can be
retrieved by its owner. If a pet does not have any
identification and it is not claimed within 2-3 days, then
Animal Control will photograph the animal and notify our
Homeowners Association president by e-mail. They will
also notify the presidents of surrounding homeowners
associations. They’ll describe the animal and also let us
know when the animal will be available for adoption if it is
not claimed by its original owner. We’ll forward the e-mails
through our yahoogroups e-mail distribution list. This
program has been in existence for a few months and
fortunately our neighborhood has not had any alerts until
every one in our egroup were sent 2 notes in November. Of
course the wisest thing to do is to be sure that your pet has
an id tag or an embedded chip in the event that he or she
ever does get out of the house or yard unexpectedly.

•

•

•

•

•
•

Santa’s Village will remain open through December
21.
Richardson’s Animal Shelter has been recognized by
the national Humane Society for an innovative program to return lost pets. (See the article in the next
column on this page.)
The City Council has made suggestions to the City
Plan Commission to revise zoning ordinances for “garage conversions”. City Plan Commission discussions on the topic begin in December and should
result in a proposal to the Council for revised ordinances. The revisions would be intended to preserve the appearance and property values of neighborhoods.
Owners of rental dwellings in Richardson should be
receiving notices telling them how to register their
property. Mailing will be completed in December
and the registration ordinance takes effect January
1. {See our November newsletter for more information. It is available online at www.jjphoa.org]
Rezoning activities to promote Transit Oriented Development around the Spring Valley DART station
are well underway, and the Council will now begin to
focus on the area around the Arapaho station.
Richardson was recognized by the Dallas Area Mobility Council for its success in ride-sharing and other
transportation activities among city employees.
Richardson Regional Medical Center, the Junior
League and the City of Richardson are continuing a
program to be sure that immunizations are available
to all children. Approximately 95% of children in
Richardson have received immunizations, putting
Richardson well above the state average. Information is at http://www.cor.net/CityHall/Health/
Immunizations.html

Microchip ID System for Pets
This is a simple and permanent form of pet identification
designed to quickly identify lost pets and reunite them with
their owners.
Microchipping is safe, simple painless and very effective.
The chip is no bigger than a grain of rice that contains a
transponder with a unique ID code that can be read by a
compatible scanner. It is easily injected with no anesthesia
and takes only a few seconds. Microchipping is
recommended for dogs and cats of all breeds and all ages.
There are several companies that make these chips, and
you enroll your pet with a compatible nationwide recovery
program. One out of every 3 pets become lost during its
lifetime and only 1 out of 10 are ever found and returned to
their owner. Animal clinics and shelters (including
Richardson’s) can scan lost pets, notify the nationwide
system to report a found pet and start the reuniting process.
Talk with your veterinarian to discuss this loving thing you
can do for your pets.

Another Story:

CRIME / SAFETY TALK
By Thom Pomella, VP Safety

Wanted to report a strange incident which happened to us
yesterday. There was a message on our machine stating
that Comcast wanted to schedule an appointment to come
to our house and switch out our cable boxes for new ones.
We called the number they left, and some girl answered.
She didn’t answer, “Comcast,” but “Hello,” and there was
loud rock music playing in the background. Very, very
unprofessional. My husband made an appointment for them
to come over on Saturday morning. However, we felt very
uncomfortable about our experience and called Comcast
last night. They had no record of any appointment to come
over and switch out our cable boxes.

Recent Crime
This is the way I like this section to read. No current crime
activity to report in the JJ Pearce HOA. All of the activity
has been south of Arapaho. The most common activity
seems to be stealing items left in the car overnight. Windows
are smashed and items removed, such as purses, wallets,
cameras, laptop computers and sometimes the vehicle itself.
Please remember to remove all valuable items from view in
your vehicles. Moving them to the floorboard does not
work. The thieves are not stupid, they look there too.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
It is time for us to put out our Christmas decorations again.
There were instances last year where somebody (not any of
our neighbors) thought that things would look better in
their yard, so they stole them. Do not put out family heirloom
nativity sets on your front lawn. The thieves seem to like
the lighted reindeer also. Be smart when decorating. Remove
the opportunity for crime to occur.

That was the way the story was supposed to read…. But
then I received the news of one incident in the JJ Pearce
addition. Overnight 11/19 - 11/20, someone broke out a
window on a vehicle parked on the rear driveway of a
residence in the 1100 block of Huntington Drive. A backpack
and gym bag was stolen. (-98718)
Remove the opportunity for crime to occur

E:MAIL SCAMS
The constant barrage of e:mail scams continue. Here is one
that I received the other day. Please don’t fall for these
scams. If it sounds too good to be true, it usually is too
good to be true.
———— Original Message ————
Subject: STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
Thom PomellaDate: Fri, 21 Nov 2003 01:44:50 -0800 (PST)
From: lemona mitte <lemona_mitte@yahoo.com>
To: thom@pomella.net

Be alert and aware of all around you.
Below is a record of what one of our neighbors observed. I
have a feeling this actually stopped some crime in our area.
A resident walked through the Whataburger parking lot
toward Albertson’s on a weekday afternoon and noticed
something that didn’t seem right. A pickup truck with four
young men in the bed of the pickup was parked in the lot.
Two of the riders left the truck and wandered through the
cars parked in the Albertson’s parking lot, frequently
checking to see if the resident was still able to observe
them. With the resident continuing to be in view as they
walked among cars all the way across the entire parking lot.
The two men turned south toward the Huntington alley.
Twenty minutes later they were observed back in the bed of
the pickup truck with their companions. The resident called
police as the men headed toward the Huntington alley, just
to have a patrol car cruise by. Was a vehicle break-in or
theft prevented? Was a garage burglary prevented? Were
the two suspicious people just out for an innocent walk
through the cars in the shopping center parking lot? If the
resident had seen the men walking through the parking lot
chances are nothing would have seemed suspicious. Seeing
the drop-off vehicle, the companions and driver remaining
in the truck, the appearance of the men, their wanderings
among the vehicles in the parking lots, and their checking
to see if the resident could still observe them all combined
to make this a suspicious event. We don’t want to be
paranoid, but if you see something that really doesn’t seem
right call the Richardson Police Department. They’re glad
to check it out.

FROM MR.LEMONA MITTE. lemona_mitte@yahoo.com
INTERNATIONAL BANK OF AFRICA LOME-TOGO
I AM THE MANAGER BILL AND EXCHANGE OF THE
FOREIGN REMITTANCE DEPARTMENT OF
INTERNATIONAL BANK OF AFRICA LOME-TOGO.
I am writing, following the impressive information about
your profile through the website, your capability and
reliability to champion this opportunity.
In my department, we discovered an abandoned sum of 15
Million US dollars (fifteen million US dollars). In an account
that belongs to one of our foreign customers who died along
with his entire family in September, 2001 in a plane crash.
Since we got information about his death, we have been
expecting his next of kin to come over and claim his money
because we can not release it unless somebody applies for
it as next of Kin or relation to the deceased.
(Continued on next page.)
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As indicated in our banking and financial policies but
unfortunately we learnt that his supposed next of kin or
relation died along side with him in the accident leaving no
body behind to claim the money.

F.Y.I.
Sec. 20-87. Front and rear numbering—Residences
(a)
Every one- or two-family residential structure
within the city limits shall have posted or
displayed the official house or street address
number assigned it on the front and rear of such
property in such a manner as to be legible and
plainly visible from the abutting street and alley
in the manner hereafter provided. Every multiplefamily residential structure within the city limits
shall have posted or displayed the official street
address number or numbers assigned it as
provided in this article, such manner of numbers
to include all address numbers assigned to any
portion of such structure or to any building within
a multiple building complex so that all such
numbers are clearly ascertainable by observation
from the abutting street or alley.
(b) Official house or street address numbers posted
in accordance with subsection (a) of this section
shall be Arabic block numerals and at least three
inches high and constructed of a durable, bright
material or painted on a permanent structure and
of a color which provides a contrast to the
background. In addition to the numbers required
by subsection (a) of this section, official house
or street address numbers shall be placed and
maintained on the curb adjacent to such
structures and/or on curbside mailboxes, if any,
in a uniform box of color which provides a
contrast to the background. Residential
structures without either curbs or curbside
mailboxes are exempt from the requirement for
the posting of official house or street address
numbers on the curb or on the curbside mailbox.
(c)
Official house or street address numbers posted
on the rear of such structures or property shall
be affixed permanently to such permanent
structures as fences, garages, carports, doors or
similar improvements at a height of not less than
three feet nor more than ten feet above ground.
(Code 1966, § 13-121)

It is therefore upon this discovery that I and other officials
in my department now decided to make this business
proposal to you and release the money to you as the next of
kin or relation to the deceased for safety and subsequent
disbursement since nobody is coming for it and we don t
want this money to go into the Bank treasury as unclaimed
bills.
The Banking law and guideline here stipulates that if such
money remained unclaimed after 3 years, the money will be
transferred into the Bank treasury as unclaimed fund.
The request for a foreigner as next of kin in this business is
occasioned by the fact that the customer was a foreigner
and an indigene can not stand as next of kin to the deceased
family.
We agreed that 15% of this money will be for you as foreign
partner, in respect to the provision of a foreign account, 5%
will be set aside for expenses incurred during this transaction
and 80 % would be for me and my colleagues.
Thereafter I and my colleagues will visit your country for
disbursement according to the percentages indicated.
Therefore to enable the immediate transfer of this fund to
you as arranged, you must apply first to the Bank as relation
or next of kin of the deceased indicating your private
telephone and fax number for easy and effective
communication and location where the money will be
remitted.
Upon receipt of your reply, I will send to you by fax or e-mail
the text of the application. I will not fail to bring to your
notice that this transaction is hitch free and that you should
not entertain any atom of fear as all required arrangements
have been made for the transfer. You should contact me on
MY E-MAIL, as soon as you receive this letter.
I decided to contact you as you have products of interest in
your part of the world where we can invest our own
percentage to avoid peoples’ awareness as we are civil
servants.
We can conclude this operation within ten banking days
.Please keep this very confidential. Contact me for more
information, all confirmable before you apply if you want.
May God be with you. Trusting to hear from you shortly for
a detailed information which is confirmable before you can
make up your mind to apply.
Yours faithfully,
MR.LEMONA MITTE.
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Membership Drive Officially Over!

bulk/brush until Monday before the Tuesday pick up.
Pick ups are not automatic and must be scheduled. To
schedule call (972) 744-4400 up to 5pm the prior Monday. If you notice a neighbor’s bulk/brush not being
picked up, you can call the same number, explain the
situation and request a pickup for the following Tuesday. If this situation repeats, you can call Neighborhood Integrity at (972) 744-4166 for action.

By Marc Perlstein, VP Membership
The membership drive for 2004 is officially over and I want
to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped. We
ended the drive with 335 members out of 464 homes in our
neighborhood, that’s 72%. This is slightly lower than last
year, but we always receive a last minute batch of renewals
right before the directory goes to print.

Next month
• Time for planning and sowing seeds indoors for spring
planting and how to succeed at growing tomatoes. If
you have successful growing tips or your most memorable blunder, call me at (972) 690-4677.

That would put us equal with the past years’ totals.
This year the Board voted to move the membership drive
up earlier in the year to avoid the holidays. I think we
succeeded in doing that and I hope this gave you one less
chore to think about while getting ready for Thanksgiving
and the upcoming “holiday festivities”.

Holiday lighting judging will be on the weekend of Dec. 19,
20, and 21.
Everyone have a safe, happy, and caring holiday season.

As this year comes to a close, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone in the neighborhood for
making this a great place to live. If any of us on the
Homeowner’s Board can help in any way, please contact
one of us.

The History of The Salvation Army Angel Tree

My family and I wish you Happy Holidays and a wonderful
New Year.

Greeting from VP Beautification Phil Meeker
Along with the familiar Red Kettles, the Angel Tree program is
one of The Salvation Army’s highest profile Christmas efforts.
Angel Tree was created by The Salvation Army in 1979 by
Majors Charles and Shirley White when they worked with a
Lynchburg, Virginia shopping mall to provide clothing and
toys for children at Christmas time.

What’s going on now in your landscape?
• Well, we’ve had our first freeze and its time to compost
or dispose of all those dead (or stunted) annuals
• Cut back, to the ground, your lantana and apply a two
inch or more layer of mulch and watch it bloom next
spring!
• Most garages in our neighborhood are not insulated.
As a result, water spigots in garage walls are very prone
to freezing and pipe bursting. Protect them by covering with Styrofoam covers designed exactly for that
use.
• Don’t forget the gardener in your home this holiday
season. Local stores like Backyard Birds (by
Albertson’s) and Günter’s (Campbell by Custer) have
great garden art and accents for your landscape.
• As a family, plant a tree to honor our troops for liberation and our protection. Since our mature trees shade
the landscape, Japanese maples are a great choice.
• Buy fresh cut Christmas trees now. Cut 2 inches off the
bottom when you get it home. Stand the tree in a bucket
of warm water and set in the shade until you are ready
to bring it in the house. Once the tree is up, check and
fill the tree stand daily.
• Flocked trees are on wood stands. Do not put these
trees in water. If you do the flock will look and feel like
wet oatmeal in just a few days.
• Finally, do feed the birds!

The program got its name because the Whites identified the
wishes of local children by writing their gift needs on Hallmark
greeting cards featuring pictures of angels and placing them
on a Christmas Tree at the mall. Thanks to the Whites more
than 700 children had a brighter Christmas that first year.
Three years later the Whites were transferred to Nashville,
Tennessee, and launched the Angel Tree in Music City during
the 1982 Christmas season. WSM radio, which airs the Grand
Ol’ Opry, came on board that year as the first Angel Tree cosponsor in the U.S.
Because of the on-air promotion on WSM in Nashville, as well
as national publicity on CNN and the Larry King Show, news
of Angel Tree spread across the country like wild fire. Within
two years, excitement began to build in Dallas about this new
method of helping poor and indigent families during the
Christmas season. Angel Tree was officially established in
Dallas in 1984.
Since that time, the program has grown to include Angel Trees
in 14 Metroplex shopping malls/centers and on-site at more
than 200 area corporations, churches and organizations. The
Dallas and Fort Worth communities have gotten fully behind
the Angel Tree program, making it possible to help more than
50,000 children in the metroplex each year.

Sanitation Services
• The JJPHOA large item/brush pickup is every Tuesday; which is also our blue bag-recycling day. To help
keep the neighborhood tidy the city asks not to put out
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Minutes of Board Meeting, November 2, 2003
Correction
“Mohawk's Clothes Closet is Bare” November 2003, page 14. The Clothes Closet
has served over 80 families this year
throughout RISD. Donations can be
dropped off at: Patti Whitehurst, 1215
Chippewa Drive.

Bernie Mayoff called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. at the
home of Dee Russum.
In attendance: Bernie Mayoff, Dee Russum, Marc Perlstein,
Thom Pomella, Phil Meeker and Nancy De La Garza
Minutes of Last Meeting
The minutes of the last board meeting were approved with
1 correction.
Treasurer’s Report
Bernie presented the treasurer’s report in Helen’s absence.
It was approved as presented.

ROLL ON OVER TO “ROLY POLY”
Old Business
• Phil reported that 21 homes participated in the yard
sale, about the same number as last year.
• Thom reported that preparation of holiday decorations
is going well.

By Chris Bruckner, VP Development
As you might have seen recently, a new restaurant is
about to “roll” into our neighborhood. Just across
Campbell Rd in the Lennox Center, a unique dining
experience is about to make it’s debut in Richardson
although you may have noticed them appearing
throughout the metroplex.

Committee Reports
• Membership: Marc reported that there are now 288
paid members. The Board would like to see 100 more
members. Marc has spoken to a majority of block captains for their assistance. It was also noted there are
many block captain vacancies. Calls will be made to
recruit new ones. Bernie will send a letter to residences
that have not paid by Nov. 15
• Beautification: Phil plans to run articles on bulk pickup
information, and will resume gardening information in
the spring.
• Newsletter: Dee reminded everyone to turn in articles
on time for the newsletter. There is a one-page ad that
is a new advertiser, and an inquiry from another business. Dr. Crosby renewed a 1-year contract for advertising.
• Development: Bernie reported that he would have an
article regarding the wet/dry issue in the next newsletter.
• Internet: Bernie informed the board that the names of
board members have been updated on the web site.

Appropriately named, Roly Poly is a sandwich shop which
eschews the traditional approach of creating a sandwich
with bread and replaces it with flour tortillas as the
franchises trademark of individuality. Roly Poly
advertises itself as the home of the original rolled
sandwich where flavorful combinations of meats, cheeses,
vegetables and sauces are brought together in a spiral 6
or 12 inch sandwich. Using over 150 ingredients, every
member of your family is sure to find something pleasing
from Roly Poly’s menu of 50 sandwich recipes. Some of
these unique ingredients not likely found at Roly Poly’s
competitors include pineapple, hummus, raisins and sundried tomato. Select recipes are grilled and served up
hot and toasted. For your dietary requirements, Roly
Poly offers nutritional information and all sandwiches
are made to order so you’re able to pick and choose
ingredients as you wish (your stomach will certainly
appreciate those scallions more than your co-workers!).
Roly Poly is also eager to assist your catering
requirements for all occasions.

The next Homeowners Association Presidents meeting will
be November 18, at 7:00 a.m.
The meeting is open to any Board member and is sponsored
by the city of Richardson.

The first Roly Poly opened its doors in 1996 in Atlanta,
GA and has welcomed continued growth through its
franchises. In fact, there are over 130 Roly Poly locations
nationwide with the vast majority of them located east of
the Rocky Mountains. For 2003, Entrepreneur Magazine
ranked Roly Poly as number 157 of the top 500 franchises
and number 93 in fastest growing. As a unique, alternative
to the “customary” sandwich menu, I encourage you to
take a neighbor to Roly Poly and experience it for
yourselves, and I hope you will allow this new business
the opportunity to thrive in our neighborhood and
support our community.

Next Board meetings are as follows:
• November 30 at Marc Perlstein’s. Newsletter deadline
is November 27.
• January 4 at Phil Meeker’s. Newsletter deadline is January 2.
• February 1 at Nancy De La Garza’s. Newsletter deadline is January 29.
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy De La Garza, Secretary
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non-residential buildings, including storage sheds, rose
11% to 273 incidents. Burglary of residences decreased 4%
to 248 incidents. Many of the residential burglaries involved
open garages.

Crime Statistics
There are 46 cities in Texas with populations over 50,000.
Among these cities, Richardson ranked 7th best in crime rate
in 2002. Only six of these 45 cities had a lower crime rate
than Richardson. (Galveston did not provide data and is
not included in the comparison.) The cities competing for
the highest per capita crime rate in Texas in 2001 and 2002
were Waco and Dallas.

Larceny – theft is the unlawful taking of property. Auto
theft and theft from vehicles has seen a large increase all
over the state in recent years because of changes in Texas
laws. Burglary of a home carries much stiffer penalties, but
theft from a car or truck has minimal penalties. Criminals
have responded to this incentive and would much rather
steal from a car than from a home or building.

Crime Watch is working. In the first nine months of 2003
citizens have contacted the police department 41,139 times
to request service.

Type
Citizen initiated
Officer initiated
Total

2003
41,139
4,455
45,594

Type
Pocket Picking
Purse Snatching
Shoplfiting
Building
Coin op machine
From Motor
Motor Vehicle
Parts
Other
Total

2002
% Change
33,891
21%
5,131
-13%
39,022
17%

The chart below shows crime statistics within Richardson,
for the first nine months of this year, January – September,
2003.
Type
Murder
Rape
Robbery
Aggravated
Assault
Burglary
Larceny theft
Auto Theft

2003
1
36
77

2002
0
35
63

% Change
100%
3%
22%

77
521

105
504

-27%
3%

2058
231

1876
216

10%
7%

2003
3
7
395
221
55
517

2002
2
8
373
236
28
511

% Change
50%
-13%
6%
-6%
96%
1%

510
350
2058

408
310
1876

25%
13%
10%

Accident rates in the city have fallen through a combination
of enforcement, roadway improvements and other factors.
Type
Property
Injury
Fatality
Total

2003
816
634
3
1,453

2002
% Change
838
-3%
656
-3%
6
-50%
1,500
-3%

[Thank you to Sergeant Danny Martin of the Richardson
Police Department for his assistance with this article and
last month’s article on the police department’s recruiting
program.]

Robbery is the taking of anything of value from the care,
custody or control of a person while causing bodily injury
to a person or placing a person in fear of injury or death.
Shoplifting becomes robbery if there is an attempt to
apprehend a suspect and the suspect resists. Of the 77
robberies, 55 involved individuals, 15 involved businesses,
and 7 were shoplifting thefts that turned into robberies.
Most of the robberies of individuals in Richardson occur in
the southwest quadrant of the city and the police
department is working to educate residents in that area about
ways to reduce the problem.

Volunteer opportunities
The Richardson Police Department has expanded its
volunteer program. The volunteer program started with
graduates of the Citizen Police Academy and has proven
very successful. Additional volunteer opportunities are
now available. Volunteers are helping with administrative
tasks, vacation house checks, speed checks and other
duties. None of the volunteer positions involves any danger
to the volunteers. Volunteers are matched with their interests
and skills and availability. If you’d like to find out more
about this opportunity to help your community contact
Special Programs Officer Chris Gescheidle at 972-744-4953.
Or,
email
your
name
and
address
to
chris.gescheidle@cor.gov and he’ll be glad to mail you an
application. Either way, he’ll be glad to give you more
information.

Aggravated Assault is an actual attack on one person by
another with the intent of inflicting serious bodily injury or
where a weapon is used.
Burglary is the unlawful entry of a structure to commit a
felony or theft. This includes storage sheds. Burglaries of

-6-

Their years of dreaming and diligence paid off on December
17, 1903.

First Flight Anniversary
Celebrating 100 Years of Flight / December 17, 2003

Man’s first heavier-than-air, machine-powered airplane flight
lasted 12 seconds and covered 120 feet across the sands of
the Outer Banks. From humble origins did two bicycle
mechanics from Dayton, Ohio, give birth to the modern age
of aviation. A second flight, then a third followed. Finally,
the fourth flight covered 852 feet in 59 seconds. That
evening, Orville Wright sent a telegram to his father, Bishop
Wright:

December 17, 1903 dawned cold, damp and windy, a less
than auspicious beginning to a day that would so affect
history ... that would set the world on a course to the stars.
For by morning’s end, the brothers Wright, Wilbur & Orville,
accomplished a feat that had mystified man since the dawn
of time ... how to fly like the birds.

“... I would hardly think today of making my first flight on
a strange machine in a twenty-seven mile wind, even if I
knew that machine had already been flown and was safe.
After these years of experience I look with amazement
upon our audacity in attempting flights with a new and
untried machine under such circumstances...” Throughout
history, scientists and inventors have always shown such
boldness. The courage to think outside the lines, and to
imagine the future, make accomplishments like the “first
flight” possible.
President Calvin Coolidge ordered the construction of a
monument atop Kill Devil Hill in honor of the Wright Brothers
and the “first flight.” These words are carved in the granite:
“In commemoration of the conquest of the air by the
brothers Wilbur and Orville Wright. Conceived by genius,
achieved by dauntless resolution and unconquerable faith.”

In late 1899, the Wright Brothers sought a site for their flyer
experiments and according to the US Weather Bureau, Kitty
Hawk, NC offered the right combination of wind velocity
and terrain. Answering an inquiry made by Wilbur Wright,
Captain Bill Tate, Postmaster of Kitty Hawk replied, “...This
in my opinion would be a fine place; our winds are always
steady ... If you decide to try your machine here and come,
I will take pleasure in doing all I can for your convenience,
success and pleasure, and I assure you, you will find a
hospitable people when you come among us.”

Each year on December 17, an event is held in honor of
Wilbur & Orville at the Wright Brothers National Memorial.
A grand celebration is planned for the 100th Anniversary of
the Wright Brothers’ first flight on December 17, 2003.

Attracted to the Outer Banks by steady breezes, soft dunes
and southern hospitality, features sought by visitors even
today, the youthful, almost inseparable Wright Brothers
began experimenting in Kitty Hawk in the fall of 1900. In
October of that year, the brothers repeatedly flew their glider
design and conducted an exhaustive study of birds in flight.
The brothers returned to Dayton encouraged by their
findings and anxious to design an improved glider.

www.outerbanks.org/attractions/first_flight/

Their autumnal jaunts to the Outer Banks were repeated in
1901 and 1902 for more practical glider flying. Each year
they built improved and larger craft. From a modest
beginning, in which their glider flights lasted only a few
seconds, the brothers made a total of 1,100 soaring hops in
1902 on their third trip to Kitty Hawk and Kill Devil Hill.
Wilbur and Orville made their fourth trip to the coast in
1903, bringing with them a motor they had built for their
plane. They extended a neighborly invitation to the residents
of Kitty Hawk to be present for the first attempts to fly in
their powered machine ... only five persons responded three life savers, a resident of Manteo and a young man
who happened to be in the vicinity of the camp that big day.

Even Santa celebrates the
First Flight Anniversary.
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The Trains at NorthPark
Now through January 4
High Court between Neiman’s and Dillards
Monday – Saturday 10 am – 9 pm, Sunday noon – 6 pm
Cost at Exhibit: $4.00 for adults, $2.00 for children & seniors
(65 and older), Children under 2 are free.
Discount Tickets available at all Tom Thumb Stores: $1.00 off
each ticket

Public Meeting Notice
On December 9 the Regional transportation Council
will present an in-depth look at the Metropolitan
Transportation Plan and welcome your feedback. The
Plan includes:
• Air Quality Conformity Results
• Progress on Transit Planning Initiatives
• Status on Transit Implementation Structures
Attendees will have the opportunity to provide input
before this $50 billion plan is presented to policy
makers for approval in January 2004.

Each year NorthPark Center hosts an elaborate miniature train
exhibit that features more than 400 rail cars and locomotives.
The trains journey through miniature scenes decorated with
fascinating details: tiny little trees, rocks, buildings with
windows, doors and lights, and realistic streets filled with little
bitty cars, buses and people. This exhibit demonstrates why
people become consumed by model trains as a hobby. As you
walk through the exhibit you’ll see 35 O-gauge trains chug
past the Golden Gate Bridge, Mount Rushmore, Times Square
and downtown Dallas. The exhibit is located in the High Court
between Neiman Marcus and Dillard’s, near Kenneth Cole New
York. You can call the number listed above to confirm specific
times, but it runs most of the time if you just want to drop by
the mall. Proceeds benefit the Ronald McDonald House of
Dallas. — Becky Belew
(From Digital City -- Dallas.)

The meeting will be held at 6:30pm, Tuesday, December
9, at Carpenter Park Recreation Center, 6701 Coit Road
(north of Spring Creek Parkway), Plano.
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Local Events December - January include:
Date
December
6-7
7
9

10
11
12
13
13-14
15-18
17
19- 31
20
20-21
25
January
1-5
1
3
6

Event

Location/Time

Santa’s Village (free)
Holiday Sing Along (free)
Boys’ Basketball vs Midlothian
North Choir Winter Concert
Pearce Choir/Orchestra Winter Concert
Regioanl Trasportation Council
Pearce Bands Winter concert
Boys’ Basketball JV Tournament
Girls’ Basketball vs Highland Park
Boys’ Basketball JV Tournament
UTD Men’s Basketball vs Hardin-Simmons
Santa’s Village (free)
RISD Exam week
UTD Women’s Basketball vs UT Tyler
UTD Men’s Basketball vs UT Tyler
Winter break
UTD Men’s Basketball vs McMurry
UTD Women’s Basketball vs Fisher College
The Nutcracker with The Richardson Symphony Orchestra
Eisemann Center
Santa’s Village (free)
Christmas day
Winter break
New Years Day
Girls’ Basketball vs Richardson
Boys’ Basketball vs Wylie

Civic Center
2:30 & 7:30pm, University Theatre, UTD
6:00, 7:30pm, Pearce
6:30pm, First United Methodist
7:00pm, Pearce
6:30pm, Carpenter park, Plano
7:30pm, Pearce
TBA, Pearce
6:00, 7:30pm, Pearce
TBA, Pearce
3:00pm, UTD
Civic Center
5:30pm, UTD
7:30pm, UTD
3:00pm, UTD
TBA, UTD
Civic Center

11:30am, 1:00pm, Pearce
6:30, 8:00pm, Pearce

Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Gardens
8525 Garland Road
Dallas, TX 75218

Visit Dallas Arboretum on any Sunday between now and
Dec. 21 and enjoy an afternoon full of holiday related
activities. Kids can pet real, live reindeer or have their pictures
taken with Santa Claus in the jolly man’s reindeer-powered
sleigh. Go for a ride on horse-drawn carriage, hear choir
groups and other musicians perform holiday songs, and
meet costumed characters such as Frosty the Snowman
and Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. Extra fees apply for
photos and carriage rides. Sundays through Thursdays
(except Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve) you can make
reservations for an afternoon tea at the Alex Camp House
(call 214-515-6622). In addition to the activities, the
Arboretum grounds, including the fabulous DeGolyer
House and surrounding gardens, will be festively and
professionally decorated through Dec. 31. Cost: Regular
daily admission; Photos $13; Carriage Rides $5; Afternoon
Tea $24.95 (reservations required) — Gary Taylor
(From Digital City – Dallas)
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What Is Chanukah?

The History of Christmas
The word Christmas comes from an old English phrase,
Cristes maesse, that means Christ’s Mass. It is a Christian
holiday that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The exact
date of His birth is not known, but most Christians observe
it on December 25. On this day, there are special religious
services attended by many Christians. Some Eastern
Orthodox religions still celebrate January 6 as Christ’s
birthday. They named this day Epiphany, which means
appearance. The Western church based in Rome chose a
different date, December 25th. This is known from an ancient
Roman almanac (book of facts) that Christmas was
celebrated in ancient Rome on December 25th from as early
as 336 AD. Later in time the remaining churches adopted
each other’s festivals and created the 12 days of Christmas,
as there are 12 days from December 25th to January 6th. The
word Xmas is sometimes used instead of Christmas. This
tradition began in the early Christian church. In Greek, X is
the first letter of Christ’s name. It was frequently used as a
holy symbol.

Jews observe a holiday for eight days in honor of the historic
victory of the Maccabbees and the miracle of the oil.
The Hebrew word Chanukah means “dedication.” In the
2nd century BCE, the Syrian-Greek regime of Antiochus
sought to pull Jews away from Judaism, with the hopes of
assimilating them into Hellenism — Greek culture. Antiochus
outlawed aspects of Jewish observance — including the
study of Torah — which began to decay the foundation of
Jewish life and practice. During this period, many of the
Jews began to assimilate into Greek culture, taking on Greek
names and marrying non-Jews.
In response, a band of Jewish settlers took to the hills of
Judea in open revolt against this threat to Jewish life. Led
by Matitiyahu, and later his son Judah the Maccabee (“The
Hammer”), this small band of pious Jews led guerrilla warfare
against the Syrian army.
Antiochus sent thousands of well-armed troops to crush
the rebellion — but the Maccabees succeeded in driving
the foreigners from their land.

The story of Christmas comes from the Gospels of Luke
and Matthew in the New Testament. In Luke, an angel
appeared to shepherds near Bethlehem and told them of
Jesus’ birth. Saint Matthew tells of the three wise men,
called Magi, who followed the bright star to where the baby
Jesus lay.

Jewish fighters entered Jerusalem in December, 164 BCE.
The Holy Temple was in shambles, defiled and desecrated
by foreign soldiers. They cleansed the Temple and rededicated it on the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev.
When it came time to re-light the Menorah, they searched
the entire Temple, but only one small jar of oil bearing the
pure seal of the High Priest could be found. Miraculously,
the small jar of oil burned for eight days, until a new supply
of oil could be brought.

During the Christmas season, homes are decorated with
lighted trees, wreaths, holly and mistletoe. Gifts are
exchanged between family and friends. Christmas is perhaps
the only festival that is celebrated with an equal amount of
joy and happiness all across the world.
The customs of decorating trees and sending Christmas
cards came about in the 1800’s. There were many wellknown carols composed during this same period, such as
“Silent Night” and “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.”

From then on, Jews have observed a holiday for eight days
in honor of this historic victory and the miracle of the oil.
Today, the observance of Chanukah features the lighting of
a special Chanukah menorah with eight branches (plus a
helper candle), adding one new candle each night. Other
customs include spinning the dreidel (a top with Hebrew
letters on the sides), eating “oily” foods like potato latkes
(pancakes) and sufganiyot (jelly donuts), and giving
Chanukah gelt (coins) to children.

Celebrating Christmas arrived late in America. In the years
1659 to 1681 the celebration of Christmas was actually
outlawed in Boston. The Christmas spirit was fined. As an
immediate result of the American Revolution, English
customs fell out of favor and celebrating Christmas was
among them. Though some places like the Jamestown
settlement did celebrate Christmas with all the related gaiety,
they remained an exception. It wasn’t until June 26, 1870,
under the government headed by President Ulysses S. Grant
during the period of reconstruction following the American
Civil War, that Christmas was declared a national holiday,
and Americans embraced Christmas as a perfect family
holiday.

The Western Wall

By the 1900’s, the celebration of Christmas became important
to many businesses including manufacturers of ornaments,
lights, and other decorations. The growing of trees, holly and
mistletoe is another industry that grew at the same time.
While Christmas celebrations take on many forms, we should
not forget the real reason for Christmas; that it is the day that
most Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus.
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’TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS
‘Twa the night before Christmas,
He lived all alone
In a one bedroom house
Made of plaster and stone.

I couldn’t help wonder
How many lay alone
On a cold Christmas Eve,
In a land far from home.

I had come down the chimney
With presents to give,
And to see just who
In this home did live.

The very thought
Brought a tear to my eye.
I dropped to my knees
And started to cry.

I looked all about,
A strange sight I did see:
No tinsel, no presents,
Not even a tree.

The soldier awakened
And I heard a rough voice,
“Santa, don’t cry.
This life is my choice.”

No stocking by mantle,
Just boots filled with sand.
On the wall hung pictures
Of far distant lands…

“I fight for freedom.
I don’t ask for more.
My life is my God,
My Country, my corps.”

With medals and badges,
Awards of all kinds…
A sober thought
Came through my mind.

The soldier rolled over
And drifted to sleep.
I couldn’t control it;
I continued to weep.

For this house was different.
It was dark and dreary.
I found a home of a soldier,
Once I could see clearly.

I kept watch for hours,
So silent and still;
And we both shivered
From the cold night’s chill.

The soldier lay sleeping—
Silent, alone—
Curled up on the floor
In this one bedroom home.

I didn’t want to leave
On that cold, dark night—
This guardian of honor,
So willing to fight.

The face was so gentle,
The room in disorder;
Not how I pictured
A United States Soldier.

Then the soldier rolled over
And with a voice soft and pure,.
Whispered, “Carry on, Santa.
It’s Christmas Day, all’s secure.”

Was this the hero
Of who I’d just read?
Curled up on a poncho;
The floor for a bed?

One look at my watch
And I knew he was right.
“Merry Christmas, my friend,
And to all a good night.”

I realized the families
That I saw this night
Owed their lives to this soldier
Who was willing to fight.

This poem was written by a Marine stationed in
Okinawa, Japan. He makes the following request:
“Would you send this to as many people as you
can? Christmas is coming soon and some credit is
due to our U.S. servicemen and women for our being
able to celebrate this and other holidays. Let’s stop
and think of our true heroes who have sacrificed
their lives or parts of their lives so that we may enjoy
our many freedoms.”

Soon ‘round the world
The children would play,
And grownups would celebrate
A bright Christmas Day.
They all enjoy freedom
Each month of the year
Because of the soldiers
Like the one lying here.

Keep our troops in your prayers this holiday.
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Pearce High School Honors Veteran for the fourth year

( from top left: Color Guard, Superintendent Carolyn Bukhair, Congressman Sam Johnson.
bottom left: Veterans section, Student section. Photos taken by Bernie Mayoff.)

Freedom is worth fighting for. This was the main theme of RISD Superintendent Carolyn Bukhair and Congressman Sam
Johnson’s speeches at the Fourth Annual salute to Veterans sponsored by the Student Athletic Council at J. J. Pearce High
School on November 10th. Congressman Johnson’s speech was more to the students than to the veterans. He pointed out that
the United States was the best country in the world and that we are at war with terrorists who want to destroy our freedom. He
told the students that they are the future of our country, and those who chose to join the service, may some day be called upon
to defend our country and our freedom. He said he felt confident they would serve our country well. He also thanked the
students for honoring the Veterans who had already performed admirably.
He became a Congressman in the U. S. Congress in 1991, representing the Third District of Texas. He is the highest-ranking
Texas Congressional Representative and serves on 2 prestigious Congressional committees, the House Ways and Means
Committee and the Committee on Education and the Workforce.
The Mustang Band, Forte and Concord performed several patriotic songs for the enjoyment of the audience.
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J J PEARCE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses
For the Period September 1, 2003 to November 30, 2003
Month Ended
November 30, 2003

Year to Date Actual
November 30, 2003

Year To Date
Budget

Cash Receipts
Membership Dues
Dividends
Advertising-Newsletter

$780.00
9.50
270.00

$4,905.00
31.49
520.00

$4,950.00
30.00
270.00

Total Receipts

1,059.50

5,456.49

5,250.00

21.85

65.55

65.55

159.00

159.00

710.90
195.00

903.60
210.00

234.75

235.00
24.75

182.65

1,365.20

1,597.90

$876.85

$4,091.29

$3,652.10

Expenses
Crime Watch
Metrocall
Membership
Annual Meeting
Newsletter
Printing, etc.
Delivery

100.80
60.00

Other Expenses
Contributions
Miscellaneous
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

Fund Balances:
Checking

Vanguard

Totals

Beginning Balances - 11/1/03
Add receipts
Less Disbursements

$4,153.31
1,050.00
182.65

$15,709.89
9.50

19,863.20
1,059.50
182.65

Ending Balances - 11/30/03

$5,020.66

$15,719.39

$20,740.05

Respectfully Submitted, Helen Simon, Treasurer, December 1, 2003
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Board of Directors 2003 —2004
President
VP Development
VP Safety
VP Beautification
VP Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Bernie Mayoff
Chris Bruckner
Thom Pomella
Phil Meeker
Marc Perlstein
Nancy De La Garza
Helen Simon

Newsletter
Webmaster

Dee Russum
John Sadowski

972-669-9169
972-994-9374
972-690-5980
972-690-4677
972-907-9208
972-783-6462
972-234-2443
972-234-8009
972-235-1961
972-238-9826

bernie@mayoff.com
csmail@airmail.net
thom@pomella.net
jmeeker@americorp.com
mperl112@aol.com
delern@aol.com
helen@simon-says.net
(business phone)
ddrussum@comcast.net
jcsadowski@aol.com

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Dee Russum, 1102 Pueblo, phone 972-235-1961 or e-mail: ddrussum@comcast.net
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.
Business card
¼ page
½ page
Full page

(2 x 3 ½ “)

$10.00
$20.00
$40.00
$75.00

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory
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From the JJPHOA Board

J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association
1411 Huntington
Richardson, Texas 75080

Board Meetings: January 4, 1201 Grassmere, 7 PM
February 1, 1127 Edith Circle, 7 PM

Board meetings are open to all members

