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J. J. Pearce Homeowners  

Association Newsletter 

December 2015 

Homeowners Give Feedback to RISD on  

Multi-Function Building Proposal 

Santa in the Park 

It’s almost here!  The JJP HOA annual ‘Santa In The Park’ Holi-

day Social will be Saturday, December 12th, starting at 5:45 PM.  

We will begin with a special ceremonial unveiling of a bronze 

plaque that officially names the “JJP HOA Park.”  In case you have-

n’t noticed, Google Maps has already acknowledged the name and 

status.  How exciting! 

Please consider bringing a shoes/clothes/food donation for J.J. 

Pearce High School students in need, to be collected at the event.  

Also, if you haven’t turned in your membership application yet, 

we’ll have a few forms on hand so you’ll have a chance to do that 

too. 

Come enjoy snacks and hot chocolate with your neighbors.  Even 

Santa has promised to be there so don’t miss it! 

By Kristen Ceaser, VP Development 

“The Schools!”  Whether I’m speaking with 

a neighbor who has lived here 30 years or 

someone who is new to the J.J. Pearce com-

munity, this is a top answer each time when 

asked what brought them to this neighbor-

hood.  RISD remains a forerunner in educa-

tion, and the upcoming 2016 Bond seems 

another step forward in providing meaningful 

and relevant educational experiences for the 

students in our community.  

Sharing Our Thoughts  

As part of the RISD Listening Tour, J.J. 

Pearce and Reservation residents provided 

feedback regarding the proposal on Novem-

ber 17th & 30th during open meetings held at 

J.J. Pearce High School.  “We have been in-

tentional about keeping the details in some-

what of a raw form,” said Tony Harkleroad, 

Deputy Superintendent for Finance and Sup-

port Services. “We’re really wanting to hear 

what the community has to say.” 

The consensus of many JJP neighbors was 

that our voices are being heard.  

“I’ve been very impressed with the way 

RISD is handling this upcoming bond pro-

(Continued on next page) 
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Decorate the Neighborhood 

Please, please, please!!!  We still need volunteers 

to decorate several streets throughout the JJP HOA 

this month. 

Each year, the JJP HOA decorates street signs 

and light posts within the neighborhood with gar-

land, ribbon, and a red bow.  This is one of the 

many things throughout the year that makes the JJP 

neighborhood a leading example of the communi-

ty.  Help us show the rest of the city what holiday 

life  in JJP looks like! 

Jon Crissman is coordinating this again this year 

and he needs a volunteer for each street to put them 

out. 

Decorations come in a plastic bin with a sheet of 

paper indicating what to decorate on that street.  

You’re done in 30 minutes or less.  “Easy as pie.”  

If your street is taken, consider helping a differ-

ent one! 

 

Contact Jon Crissman at 817-253-5717 or 

jcris17266@aol.com. 

posal,” said Bart Ord. “I think they are really listening to 

residents and wanting our feedback about what makes 

sense to us.” 

2016 Bond Overview  

With a price tag expected to exceed $415 million, the 

impact spans a variety of areas.  Some include… 

 Maintenance (HVAC, laptops & learning devices, 

athletics and fine arts uniforms) 

 Construction (RHS, LHHS, Aiken, Prestonwood 

and Yale Elementary Schools) 

 JROTC available at all high schools 

 Library Transformation & Collaborative Learning 

Spaces at every campus 

 Career & Technical Education support (for exam-

ple, health science certifications) 

 Technology Enrichment (for example, standard 

classroom equipment, wireless connectivity, check 

out options, idea paint for walls)  

 Multipurpose Facilities at all high schools 

(supporting athletics, fine arts, cheer, drill teams, 

country & western dance teams, and PE) 

More about the Multipurpose Facility  

During the Listening Tour, the multipurpose facilities 

being built at all four high school campuses garnered 

several questions.  

At J.J. Pearce, the facility was originally planned for 

the corner of Mimosa Dr. and Melrose Dr.  After com-

munity feedback, RISD has adjusted their proposal mov-

ing the facility north to the interior campus – replacing 

the current practice field (not the B field).  

The brick façade will match the current structures on 

the campus, and the overall footprint of the facility will 

be approximately 130 yards long, 60 yards wide and 55 

feet tall at the highest point.  

What’s Next?  

Please visit www.risd.org to find out more about the 

RISD Bond proposal including projected breakouts, a 

timeline and short, helpful videos.  

For many years, the JJP neighborhood has been de-

scribed as an “active and involved community.”  The 

JJP HOA Board is committed to continuing to keep you 

updated, so our collective voices will be heard during 

the election in 2016. 

mailto:jcris17266@aol.com
http://www.risd.org
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News From The City 

By Joe Russum 

  In the city bond election all four measures 

of the proposed $115 million bond package 

passed by 76% of the people who voted.  

All 83 proposed Charter amendments were 

approved by 83% of the voters.  In Richard-

son there are 61,121 registered voters, but 

only 13.3% voted in this election. 

The Council approved a resolution adopting the 2015-17 

Statement of Goals.  This is a vision statement and list of goals 

and strategies that set the tone for the Council’s term of gov-

ernance.  The 2015-17 Strategies are as follows: 

 Enhance the quality of life of our stakeholders 

 Attract and retain targeted businesses to increase the num-

ber, quality and variety of job opportunities throughout 

the city 

 Strengthen property values 

 Effective and efficient management of financial resources 

 Increase the sense of community 

 Increase private participation and contributions 

 Improve communications 

 Attract, develop and retain quality city employees 

 Improve customer experience in interactions with the city 

 Appropriate use of technology and innovation 

 Improve accessibility to the city 

 Improve documentation, processes, structure and services 

The Center for Digital Government, a research and advisory 

institute for government information technology practices, 

announced that Richardson ranked third nationally in its size 

category (pop.75,000 to 124,999) for the City’s emphasis on 

technology and increasing government transparency. 

Personal finance information resource, WalletHub.com, 

recently named Richardson the Sixth Best Texas City for Find-

ing a Job.  Analysts compared the 122 most populated Texas 

cities.  According to WalletHub, Texas creates jobs at four 

times the national rate 

The 18th annual Richardson Corporate Challenge held its 

closing ceremony Oct. 16 at the Civic Center.  More than 

14,000 employees from 57 DFW area companies participated, 

raising $238,000 for Special Olympics Texas (SOTX), making 

the total raised for this charity since its inception more than 

$1.8 million. 

The Animal Shelter celebrated the opening of a new medical 

suite Saturday, October 10th with a ribbon cutting and sign 

unveiling ceremony made possible by a donation from the 

McMurrey family. 

 Richardson AnimaLuv, a local nonprofit organization, dedi-

cated to supporting the Richardson Animal Shelter, presented a 

check for $10,515 to City staff.  The donation will be used to 

build an outdoor dog visitation courtyard area at the Shelter for 

use by volunteers and adoptive families 

The City Council voted to approve grants totaling $335,000 

for 27 area arts organizations based on recommendations from 

the City’s Cultural Arts Commission. 

Ricochet15, Richardson’s first city-wide art “happening”, 

was held on October 17th with a full day of events throughout 

the city, featuring music and dance performances, visual art, 

art demonstrations and hands-on creative opportunities. 

In early November, Gary Thomas, President / Executive 

Director presented an update of Dallas Area Rapid Transit 

(DART) to the City Council.  Topics discussed included im-

provements to the current system, the need for greater east-

west accessibility, and the Cotton Belt Rail Corridor develop-

ment - The Cotton Belt project has a target completion date of 

2035. 

Dr. Hobson Wildenthal updated the Council about the status 

of UT Dallas including merit scholars in the freshmen class, 

transportation on and off campus, and planned construction. 

   Golf Course Number One at the City’s Sherrill Park Golf 

Course is now open after being closed eight months for many 

improvements. 

Santa’s Village, the City’s miniature holiday town, has be-

gun taking shape, and will remain free and open to the public 

on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights, December 5-6, 11-13, 

and 18-20 from 6:00pm to 9:00pm.  On Thursday December 

10 and 17 only Richardson residents will be admitted with a 

free ticket from the City.  Tickets are available beginning No-

vember 30 at the City Hall, Heights Recreation Center, and 

Huffhines Recreation Center.  Proof of residency is required to 

receive up to eight tickets per night. 

Richardson’s 43rd annual Christmas parade was held Satur-

day morning, December 5th.  The theme was Christmas in 

Toyland. The parade took place along the “west route” (Coit 

Road) at 9:00 p.m.  Individuals and groups were encouraged to 

represent the theme in their costumes, vehicles, and floats.  

Parade award recognition and tree lighting was held at Santa’s 

Village (City Hall) at 6:00 p.m. Saturday, December 5th. 
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President’s Corner 

By G. Scott Waddell, President 

  Tis the season!!!  I hope your 

Thanksgiving was as wonderful as 

mine! We had 12 people sitting 

around the “big fancy eat’n table” 

and there was plenty of food and 

drink as well as family and friends to remind us to be 

thankful for what we have.  

Each holiday season gives us so much to be thankful 

for and I want you to know I am thankful for the won-

derful JJP HOA Board.  These neighbors of yours vol-

unteer, meaning no pay and little recognition, to organ-

ize our community events, represent us with the COR 

and the RISD, and make our community a great place to 

live.  Although the Board is a very stable board we do 

have rotation form time to time.  After many years of 

service Bart Ord, Bette Hodges, and Brandi Kessels will 

be stepping down from their positions.  I personally 

want to thank them for being great Board members and 

wonderful friends.  I know we will be friends always. 

And they know they will be missed!!  Taking the place 

of Bette is Kristen Ceaser, taking the place of Bart is 

Whit Hyde, and taking the place of Brandi is Emily 

McMurtrey (who is rotating from the Social Coordinator 

position).  Each have already made great contributions 

to the Board so I look forward to bringing them into the 

family.  Again, thank you to this JJP HOA Board that 

has accomplished so much this year. 

In the last 30 days the RISD has held two Listening 

Tours in our neighborhood concerning the upcoming 

RISD bonds.  Both meetings were very successful and I 

encourage you to go the RISD web site to gain more 

information about this very important bond offering.  I 

personally believe this will be a very positive step for 

our RISD and for our JJP HOA community.  I look for-

ward to a positive outcome in May 2016. 

The JJP Park plaque unveiling will be held at 5:45 

in the JJP HOA Park on December 12th.  Please join 

dignitaries from the COR and the RISD as we celebrate 

our park, our new plaque and our pavilion.  Both the 

RISD and the COR are partners in the success of the JJP 

HOA Park.  See you there! 

Be on the lookout for a bearded man in a red suit 

on December 12th in the JJP HOA Park at 6:00PM!!  

The JJP HOA Board will host the Santa in the Park 

event for our community.  This year we will be collect-

ing shoes, clothes, and food donations for JJP High 

School students in need.  This is a great opportunity to 

help kids and families right here in our local community.  

Clothing is needed in just about any size.  There will be 

cookies and hot drinks along with holiday music to be 

enjoyed by all!  And rumor has it there will be an ap-

pearance by Santa so bring those cameras and the little 

ones dressed up for pics with Santa!  

Next time you read this newsletter is will be 2016.  

Wow!  How time flies.  I want to thank you for letting 

me represent the JJP community.  I enjoy being a part of 

such a great community where we make a difference in 

the lives of our families and neighbors.  May you have 

great holidays full of joy!   

Peace to you all and celebrate your holiday with love!   

G. Scott 
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Membership 

By Emily McMurtrey, VP Membership 

  Okay, we’re two thirds of the way through our Membership Drive!  As of the end of November, I am 

pleased to report 205 households have already paid their 2016 dues, which puts us at 44% member-

ship… getting us even closer to last year’s representation of 72%!  Everyone should have received a 

printed copy of the newsletter this month.  If you received a paper copy of the newsletter this month 

with a label addressed to your family, then I have received and processed your membership form 

for this year.  If your newsletter does not have a printed label on the front, please sign up today!  Want to see how 

your block/street is doing so far? 

1100 Chesterton  43%  1200 Huntington  56% 

1200 Chesterton  45%  1300 Huntington  20% 

1300 Chesterton  55%  1400 Huntington  71% 

1400 Chesterton  37%  Lilac Court  50% 

Cheyenne Drive  56%  Mimosa Drive  100% 

Edith Circle  42%  Melrose Drive  12% 

1100 Eton Drive  27%  Pueblo Drive  40% 

1200 Eton Drive  55%  1100 Stratford  43% 

1100 Grassmere  45%  1200 Stratford  55% 

1200 Grassmere  50%  Violet Place  38% 

1100 Huntington     45%       

We’re happy to be able to continue the tradition of $10 Sonny Bryan’s gift certificates again this year, but you must join 

during the membership drive (before December 31st, 2015) in order to receive a certificate.  You can join by returning the 

form attached to the December newsletter along with $25 to Emily McMurtrey, Membership, 1120 Chesterton.  It’s 

the house with the yellow sign out front.  (Make checks payable to “JJP HOA”.)  Additionally, you can pay via Pay-

Pal on our website at www.jjphoa.com and submit your membership form electronically. 

http://www.jjphoa.com/
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Development 

By Kristen Ceaser, VP Development 

  After growing up in the Greenwood Hills 

neighborhood and graduating from JJ 

Pearce, I was delighted when my family 

had a chance to move back to the commu-

nity I have called “home.”  My husband, 

Ken, and I are raising three great kiddos who keep us 

young or make us older by the minute… I haven’t decid-

ed!  

I’m delighted to be stepping in for Bette Hodges as the 

VP of Development.  As many of you know, Bette’s 

love for this community could never be replaced – I just 

hope to make her proud! 

On to a few community business spotlights! 

Wal-Mart Update  

As many of you may have seen, the Neighborhood 

Wal-Mart on the east side of Coit Rd. closed its doors on 

Tuesday, December 1st.  The Wal-Mart on the northwest 

corner of Coit Rd. & 

Arapaho Rd. opened its 

doors the very next 

day. 

 

 

Campbell Road Shopping Center  

Buzz continues about the restaurants “setting up shop” 

near the northwest corner of Campbell and Central Ex-

pressway.  It began with SPIN Pizza and Tokyo Joe’s.  It 

was quickly followed by Torchy’s Tacos, which opened 

at the end of November.  

Snuffer’s Restaurant & 

Bar has signed a lease to 

round out the development.  

Cheddar fries… Yum! 

www.snuffers.com 

Snap Kitchen… Right Next Door  

Snap Kitchen, on the southeast corner of Campbell Rd. 

and Coit Rd., is projected to open its doors mid-

December.  Since 2010, Snap Kitchen has been dedicat-

ed to educating their guests and providing healthy, chef-

driven creations prepared with the highest quality ingre-

dients available.  

www.snapkitchen.com 

http://www.snuffers.com
http://www.snapkitchen.com
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Beautification 

By Whit Hyde, VP of Beautification 

  First, I would like to 

extend a huge thanks to 

Bart Ord for his past 

three years of contribu-

tions to the HOA as 

your VP of Beautifica-

tion.  Bart is passing on 

the torch, but not before 

setting a high bar with 

numerous accomplish-

ments, included bringing 

your J.J. Pearce HOA 

Park to fruition.  I’m excited to be a part of your Board 

but most importantly, our family is so grateful to be a 

part of this wonderful neighborhood and community.  

Everyone has been so welcoming – we just wish we 

could have landed here sooner! 

Christmas Holiday Lighting  

Now on with the show!  I know many of you will be 

placing your Christmas lights and decorations (weather 

permitting) over the next weeks.  I’ll be picking 4 win-

ners on December 13th for our neighborhood light-

ing contest.  So, bring on your best dazzle!  Winners 

will be acknowledged with a yard sign shortly thereaf-

ter! 

Calloway’s Corner  

  Working in your garden is an 

excellent escape during the holi-

days.  It’s a great time of year to 

do some of the heavy work in the 

landscape as opposed to sweating it up in the heat of the 

summer.  

Don’t put up the mower yet.  Although turf grasses 

have stopped growing, you can use the mower to chop 

up and recycle the leaves back into the lawn or for a 

compost pile.  

Prepare gas-powered engines for winter.  The owner’s 

manual is the best guide to winterizing a lawn mower, 

tiller, garden tractor or other power equipment.  

Drain and store garden hoses and watering equipment 

in a readily accessible location.  Lawns and other plants 

may need an occasional watering during prolonged dry 

spell.  

In general, once the weather gets and stays cold, prun-

ing of deciduous plants (ones that lose their leaves) can 

be safely done.  Evergreen hedges can be sheared or cut 

back in the winter also.  Wait until February to prune 

your roses.  Remember – Do Not Top your crape myr-

tles!  Simply prune to remove seed heads and shape.  

Prepare for the cold weather before it hits!  One of the 

best things you can do for your landscape plants is to 

provide a 2 to 3 inch layer of mulch.  Mulching is neces-

sary year round but during the colder periods it provides 

a layer of insulation for the roots.  Water your landscape 

well before a cold spell.  A drought stressed plant is 

more susceptible to freeze damage.  For more tender 

plants, purchase frost cloth for extra protection.  Cover 

the plant completely allowing the edges to come all the 

way to the ground, utilizing the heat which radiates from 

the ground.  

December is a perfect time to plant trees and shrubs so 

they can develop a strong root system for next spring. 

Cool weather color such as Pansies, Snapdragons, Cyc-

lamen, Flowering Cabbage and Kale add splashes of 

color to your landscape.  Spring flowering bulbs can be 

planted now once they have been properly chilled.  

Make your home beautiful for the Holidays with a 

stunning assortment of floral quality Poinsettias, Cycla-

men, freshest greenery and Christmas Trees.  Add a mix 

of new indoor and tropical plants to energize your home 

décor.  

Remember to provide food and water for the birds this 

winter.  You can attract just as many birds with a bird 

bath as with food, especially during the dry spells.  To 

draw a diversity of birds provide a variety of seeds, like 

sunflower, thistle, safflower and millet; plus suet. Once 

you begin putting out bird food, continue feeding them 

through the spring time.  
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Social Media Pulse 

 

First Choice ER at W. Campbell Rd and Mimosa 

Ed Edmondson, Nextdoor.com (November 18th) 

“First Choice ER now takes ALL Insurance including MEDI-

CARE, MEDICAID, and TRICARE.  Be advised the charges 

are high but may not be higher than the hospital ER particularly 

if the Hospital ER doctor is not in your plan.  It is an EMER-

GENCY Room not a Clinic.  PRIMACARE at Coit and Beltline 

RD is a clinic and also takes MEDICARE.  I previously posted 

incorrectly stating that PRIMACARE does not take MEDI-

CARE.  Our old office was in the high rise and we have used 

PRIMACARE for years for minor, routine care.” 

Southern Recipes Cafe has moved 18 Nov 

Ed Edmondson , Nextdoor.com (November 18th)  

“Southern Recipes Grill has moved from the shopping center 

on south-east corner of W. Campbell Rd and Coit.  

New Location:  621 W Plano Pkwy, Suite 229, Plano, TX. 

Phone: 972-312-9800. 

The Grill is located on the outside of Collin Creek Mall road 

around the shopping center opposite Macys.  (Sign is on W. 

Plano Rd.)  New facility is spacious with all new furniture and 

now with a bar.  Sorry to see there is not a salad bar at new loca-

tion - miss it.  The Grill is open 7:00 AM - 9:00 PM . 

Going there for at least 20 years.  Food is inexpensive and 

quantity generous.  Wait staff are very responsive.  Breakfast is 

outstanding and a good variety.  Lunch is reasonable price. 

Evening meals and specials are very good.  Nothing to write 

home about but good standard home style food at a very reason-

able price.  All you can eat fried cat fish on Friday evening is 

excellent.” 

Newsletter Help Wanted! 

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor 

The newsletter committee is looking for some addi-

tional talent!  The technology that enables creative 

production and collaboration is improving each year, 

yet some things remain the same.  Whether you’re a 

seasoned writer or photographer, or an up-and-

coming journalist, student, or graphic artist, you can 

serve your community while gaining experience and 

exposure by volunteering as part-time staff for the JJP 

HOA newsletter.   

I have a few ideas regarding the future of this news-

letter, but I’d like to hear more.  Feel free to email 

editor@jjphoa.com with your comments and/or sug-

gestions.  (I am an engineer by day who is trying to 

fake it as an HOA newsletter editor by night!) 

Please contact me if you think you could help out in 

one of the following areas: 

 Photography 

 Graphic Arts 

 Publishing 

 Social Media 

 Urgent News Releases 

 Reporting 

 Advertiser Management 

I can create projects of any size, based on any inter-

est.  Students are welcome and encouraged to inquire 

too!  The JJP HOA newsletter, along with email and 

our social media pages, are uniquely our little corner 

of the universe for us to collaborate with each other.  

Let’s make it something we all find useful, and want 

to read and participate in regularly. 

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
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Richardson EDGE Award Winners 

By Bette Hodges 

www.richardsonchamber.com 

CONGRATULATIONS to Tom Thumb for being 

among the local businesses that were recognized at this 

year’s Richardson EDGE awards luncheon on Novem-

ber 12th for their impact on the Richardson community. 

EDGE is the economic development growth and expan-

sion initiative of the Richardson Economic Development 

Partnership (REDP).  Each year, REDP, the Richardson 

Chamber of Commerce and the Richardson Rotary 

Clubs recognize Richardson companies and organiza-

tions that have achieved extraordinary success and/or 

made a significant investment in Richardson.  More than 

130 Richardson organizations, schools and churches 

receive quarterly funding through Tom Thumb’s Good 

Neighbor program.  

We thank Tom Thumb for their very generous food 

donation each year for the JJP HOA & RNA July 4th 

picnic.  I was honored to have been invited to attend the 

luncheon by Connie Yates, Tom Thumb Public Affairs 

& Communications.  It was exciting to see a great col-

lage of pictures from our JJP HOA & RNA July 4th 

picnics in their presentation video. 

2015 Richardson EDGE Award Winners: 

 Community Involvement Award:  The three Rich-

ardson Tom Thumb Stores 

 Commercial Real Estate Project:  UT Dallas 

Northside, Balfour Beatty Campus Solutions and 

Wynne/Jackson 

 Entrepreneurship Award:  Mitel (formerly Mavenir) 

 Environmental Award:  MetroPak, the Bag Source 

 International Business Award:  Amdocs 

 Newcomer Business Award:  Richardson Mercan-

tile/the Weitzman Group 

 Public/Non-Profit/Educational Award:  Richland 

College 

 Redevelopment Award (New Award for 2015): 

TNT Dental 

 Richardson Loyalty Award:  Service King, Inc. 

file:///C:/Users/rmcmurtrey/Documents/JJPHOA/dec-15/www.richardsonchamber.com
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Safety 

By Michael Ward Sr., VP Safety 

During this year, I have provided a series of articles on 

disasters, what to do and what not to do, building a kit, and 

how to be alerted to upcoming threats.  These are posted in 

our newsletters online at www.jjphoa.com. 

 ‘When Disaster Strikes’, January 2015, p. 7 of 12 

 ‘Winter Weather and Power Outages’ , February 2015, 

p. 8 of 12 

 ‘4 Things You Need to Know About Tornado Safety’, 

April 2015, p. 8 of 16 

 ‘Earthquake Safety’, May 2015, p. 8 of 12 

 ‘Flash Flood Safety Tips’ June 2015, p. 10 of 12 

 ‘Information about Richardson's public warning sys-

tem’, November 2015, pp 10-11 

I will conclude this year with additional information from 

The City of Richardson ‘Making Your Emergency Plan To-

day’. 

The following information is taken from the COR: 

Source: http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=1895 

"Winging It" is not an Emergency Plan  

  Having a family emergency plan 

will ensure that all family members 

know how to respond during a dis-

aster or emergency even if they are 

not together. Follow this link to 

begin making a plan: 

http://www.cor.net/modules/showdocument.aspx?

documentid=9523 

 Add an out-of-town contact and make sure that everyone 

knows the phone number and has money to call for up-

dates 

 Include a set meeting spot away from the home where 

the family can meet in case of an emergency 

 Learn about school and work emergency plans and how 

they may affect your ability to communicate with your 

family 

 Include children in disaster and emergency planning: 

http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?page=597 

If someone in your household has unique needs, it's 

important to incorporate them into your plans. 

 Keep 7-14 days of medication on hand 

 Keep support items in a designated place 

 Include any caretakers in the planning process 

 Provide the power company with a list of all power 

dependent equipment and plan for an alternate pow-

er source 

 Keep an emergency food/water supply  

Don't forget about your furry friends!  

  Remember:  Pets typical-

ly aren't allowed in public 

shelters unless they are 

service animals, so make a 

list of friends, boarding 

facilities and vets that 

could keep your pets in case of emergency. 

Your Pet Disaster Kit should include:  

 Pet food, treats, and water (include a can opener for 

canned food) 

 Pet medications, vaccination and medical records in 

a waterproof container 

 Sturdy leashes, harnesses and/or carriers to move 

your pets safely  

 Current photos of your pet in case they get lost 

 Veterinarian contact information 

 Identification tag and collar 

 List of places and contacts to keep your pets in an 

emergency 

 Pet beds and toys if there is room. 

Source: http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=1895 

http://www.jjphoa.com
http://jjphoa.com/news/news2015/01%20Jan%202015.pdf
http://jjphoa.com/news/news2015/02Feb%202015.pdf
http://jjphoa.com/news/news2015/04%20April%202015.pdf
http://jjphoa.com/news/news2015/05%20May%202015.pdf
http://jjphoa.com/news/news2015/06%20June%202015.pdf
http://www.jjphoa.com/news/news2015/11%20November%202015.pdf
http://www.jjphoa.com/news/news2015/11%20November%202015.pdf
http://www.cor.net/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=9523
http://www.cor.net/modules/showdocument.aspx?documentid=9523
http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?page=597
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The Lost Art of Writing a  

Thank You Note 

By Anonymous  

What has happened to the common courtesy of writing 

a thank you note?  Once upon a time, it was customary 

to write a thank you note when you received a gift from 

someone.   

I grew up thinking you were supposed to do that.  

Maybe it was the way I was raised, back in the horse and 

buggy days, when there was no texting, Instagram, twit-

ter etc. etc. etc.  It was just plain ole common courtesy.  

But, for whatever reason, that courtesy seems to have 

gone by the way side.  We have to hound our kids to 

“write a thank you note” to Aunt Bertha or Uncle Bar-

ney” (fake names, we don’t have a Bertha or Barney in 

our family).  Even I have been guilty of not writing a 

thank you note for several weeks after receiving a gift.  

Shame on me!   

I know there is different etiquette for different gifts, 

but the moral of the story is “just write a thank you note 

after you have received a gift”.  A friend of mine tells 

the story of his son who was graduating high school a 

couple of years ago.  He sent out the traditional gradua-

tion invitations (or maybe his parents did), and he re-

ceived several gifts.  But when it came time to write 

thank you notes, he did not know how to address an en-

velope.  My first thought was "really?”, but after think-

ing about this for a while, I could understand why he 

didn’t know what to do.  It is truly a lost art.  I’ve 

Googled this subject, and whether it is from Emily Post, 

Southern Living, Huffington Post, Dale Carnegie, or 

whoever, it is still proper etiquette to write a thank you 

note.  

So, if someone gives you something (food, a gift, 

money or does a kind act), just take a few minutes and 

spend 49 cents and write them a note.  It will not only 

make you feel better, but it will make the person who 

gave you the gift want to do it again.  Merry Christmas! 

Richardson’s “Santa’s Village” 

Thursdays are now "Hometown Thursdays" for Rich-

ardson residents and will require a free ticket for admis-

sion. 

Tickets will be available beginning November 30 at 

the following locations: 

 Richardson City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho Rd. 

 Heights Recreation Center, 711 W. Arapaho Rd. 

 Huffhines Recreation Center, 200 N. Plano Rd 

Richardson residents must show proof of residency, 

such as a drivers license or water bill, to receive up to 

eight tickets per night.  A limited number of tickets are 

available.  Santa's Village will remain free and open to 

the public on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday nights, De-

cember 5-6, 11-13, and 18-20.  Hours of operation are 

6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
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October 27, 2015 Minutes 

JJP HOA Board Meeting  

On October 27, 2015 the JJP HOA Board meeting was called 

to order at 7:11pm at G. Scott Waddell’s office at 1701 N. 

Greenville Suite 705 Richardson, Texas.  Those in attendance 

include:  G. Scott Waddell, Bart Ord, Bette Hodges, John Sa-

dowski, Emily and Russell McMurtrey, Whit Hyde, and Sue 

Caldwell.  There were two visitors, Ellen and Tim Davis, who 

live on Stratford.  Ellen is interested in volunteering in our 

HOA and in helping Emily in whatever role is needed. 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board approved the September 

29, 2015 JJP HOA Board meeting minutes. 

Old Business   

Park Update:  Bart Ord reported that the 14x16 inch bronze 

plaque naming the Park was finished and at Wright’s Welding 

where the pole and backing for the plaque was being welded.  

When it is all completed, Bart will install it at the Park.  Bart 

added that it was all done under budget! 

Event Rescheduling:  The event to honor all the Park do-

nors and unveil the plaque was rescheduled to take place be-

fore the already scheduled event, “Santa in the Park”, on De-

cember 12th.  A committee to plan the event chaired by Bart 

Ord will meet to work out the details, which will include spe-

cial formal invitations mailed to the Park donors. 

Christmas Tree Lighting:  The Board discussed the possi-

bility of a real or fake Christmas tree for the Park.  G. Scott 

will look into the option of purchasing a real 15-18 foot tree. 

Electrical Management:  G. Scott reminded the Board that 

electrical requirements need to be considered in planning the 

combined Park event December 12th and that an additional 

quiet generator may be needed. 

Christmas Parade:  The Board discussed participating in 

the City of Richardson Christmas Parade on the west side of 

town December 5th with the theme “Christmas in Toyland”. 

COR Leadership Workshop Recap:  The Board agreed the 

COR Leadership Workshop held October 20th at the Civic 

Center was informational and worthwhile to attend.  The pro-

gram was about the Bond and Charter Amendments election to 

be held November 3rd. 

Promote the Vote:  Bette Hodges reported that two 6-

passenger golf carts have been ordered and will be delivered to 

G. Scott’s home November 2nd for the Promote the Vote event 

November 3rd.  The carts will be used by the RNA and JJP 

HOA to transport residents to Mohawk to vote and will be 

advertised on Constant Contact, Facebook, and by signs placed 

along Mimosa.  G. Scott will put together a driving schedule. 

New Business 

Veteran’s Day at Mohawk:  G. Scott reminded the Board 

that everyone is invited to attend the Veteran’s Day November 

11th Flag Ceremony at 8am at the flag pole at Mohawk. 

Retirement:  The Board acknowledged Joe Russum’s email 

requesting his retirement from the JJP HOA Board Newsletter 

Committee.  After 10 years of serving as Editor of the News-

letter plus countless other duties, Joe will be missed. 

Committee Reports 

Development:  Bette Hodges reported Pei Wei opened Mon-

day October 26th.  Her November Newsletter article would be a 

farewell to JJPHOA as Development VP and that Kristen 

Ceaser will be introducing herself as the new Development VP 

in the December Newsletter.  She added that there would be 

many new businesses for Kristen to report about. 

Beautification:  Bart Ord said that he would introduce Whit 

Hyde as the new 2016 Beautification VP in November’s 

Newsletter and that Whit would judge the Holiday decorations 

on Sunday, December 13th.   

Bart presented 3 quotes for the 2 picnic benches for the Park 

pavilion from different companies with a price range of $2,100 

to $2,900 where the most expensive quote included their as-

sembly at the Park.  G. Scott suggested we table the discussion 

for a couple of months, but because of the weight of the bench-

es consider the installation option. 

Bart reported feedback on the RFQ for maintenance at the 

Park and said he had reached out to three companies approved 

by RISD but only heard back from one, Natural Environments.  

The Board agreed to “negotiate” with Natural Environments 

concerning a possible future contract for Park maintenance. 

Membership:  Emily McMurtrey said that 116/464 house-

holds had joined JJP HOA so far for 2016 and that an addition-

al $725 had been donated in addition to dues for various JJP 

HOA entities.  She asked the Board if it was willing to donate 

a JJP HOA membership for the Mohawk Spring Fling Auction 

in April, and the Board agreed to donate one membership for 

2016 or 2017 if the winning person was already a member for 

2016.   

Emily said that Ellen Davis (visitor) had agreed to take over 

putting together the “welcome baskets” that are presented to 

new residents, and that she will help Emily by serving as a 

member of her Membership Committee.   

Emily also said that she was establishing a JJP HOA 

“Google Calendar” of yearly events for the website. 

Newsletter:  Russell McMurtrey discussed ads and printing 

options with the Board.  He said he will send out Constant 

Contacts about “Promote the Vote” with a follow up reminder 

about the rides for November 3rd.  Russell said that he would 

be looking for additional volunteers for his newsletter commit-

tee due to Joe Russum’s resignation. 

Webmaster:  John Sadowski said that he would print busi-

ness cards for the new Board members, update the website 

information pertaining to them, and print more thank you 

notes. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sue Caldwell, Secretary, JJP HOA 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 
Business ads must be paid for in advance.  Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.        

 Contact  Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com 

                   Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.     

 Monthly Rate Yearly Rate 

Business card     (2 x 3 ½ “) $12.00      $132.00 

¼ page $24.00               $264.00 

½ page $48.00               $528.00     

Full page $85.00          $935.00 

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory. 

Board of Directors and Committee 

President G. Scott Waddell 972-644-1412 president@jjphoa.com 

VP Development (until Dec 31) Bette Hodges 972-671-9553 development@jjphoa.com 

VP Development Elect Kristen Ceaser 972-207-4511 development@jjphoa.com 

VP Safety Michael Ward, Sr 972-768-1447 safety@jjphoa.com 

VP Beautification (until Dec 31) Bart Ord 972-644-7743 beautification@jjphoa.com 

VP Beautification Elect Whit Hyde 214-478-4295 beautification@jjphoa.com 

VP Membership Emily McMurtrey 972-743-9562 membership@jjphoa.com 

Secretary Susan Caldwell 972-231-0702 secretary@jjphoa.com 

Treasurer Greg Immel 972-234-2981 treasurer@jjphoa.com 

Editor Russell McMurtrey 214-227-7549 editor@jjphoa.com 

   Newsletter Committee Bernie Mayoff 972-669-9169 bernie@mayoff.com 

Webmaster John Sadowski 972-238-9826 jjphoa@gmail.com 

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission 

in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files.  www.jjphoa.com 

 
December   

5 COR Christmas Parade (with JJP HOA Float!)                    9:00 AM, Coit Rd. 

5 Richardson Community Band  - Santa’s Village                    6:00 PM @COR Civic Center 

6 Hanukkah begins  

9 Richardson Community Band                     7:30 PM @COR Senior Center 

12 JJP HOA Santa In The Park                    5:45-8:00 PM @JJP HOA Park 

13 JJP HOA Holiday Lighting Contest Judging  

21-31 RISD Winter Break  

25 Christmas Day  

   

   

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:president@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
mailto:safety@jjphoa.com
mailto:beautification@jjphoa.com
mailto:beautification@jjphoa.com
mailto:membership@jjphoa.com
mailto:secretary@jjphoa.com
mailto:treasurer@jjphoa.com
mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:bernie@mayoff.com
mailto:jjphoa@gmail.com
http://www.jjphoa.com
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J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association 

1120 Chesterton 

Richardson, TX  75080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting:  7:00 pm, January 20th, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705 

All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting 

Note that there will be no meeting in December 

If there is no address label on your newslet-

ter, we have not received your membership 

application for 2016!  Please fill out the at-

tached membership application and return 

to 1120 Chesterton Dr.  Contact Emily at 

membership@jjphoa.com for more infor-

mation.  Thank you! 

mailto:membership@jjphoa.com

