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J. J. Pearce Homeowners  

Association Newsletter 

February 2016 

UT Dallas Recognizes J. J. Pearce HOA 

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor 

The University of Texas at Dallas 

honored local community organiza-

tions on Saturday, February 6th for 

their participation and support to 

UTD athletics, as well as overall 

support to the university.  Residents 

received a free lunch and free tickets 

to Men’s and Women’s basketball 

games. 

Dr. Jamison, Vice President for 

Administration, gave a special ad-

dress thanking and welcoming the 

attending local community organiza-

tions.  Later,  President ad interim 

Dr. Wildenthal presented J. J. Pearce 

HOA President G. Scott Waddell 

with the special award pictured at 

right. 

The JJP HOA is honored to receive 

this recognition from our neighbors 

at UTD. 

Thank you Holiday 

Decorators 

By Sue Caldwell, Secretary 

The J. J. Pearce Homeowners As-

sociation would like to thank Jon 

Crissman, along with his wife Jen-

nifer, for their great job of chairing 

the Holiday Decoration Committee.  

They did a fantastic job of coordinat-

ing the event.  We would like to 

thank the members of his committee 

who include:  the Napiers, Wolfes, 

Eckholms, Rodgers, Mautes, Im-

mels, Goodpastures, Waltons, Sabel-

las, and Quigleys.  Their hard work 

made our community festive and 

beautiful for the holidays. 

If anyone else is interested in helping 

decorate for next year, please contact 

Jon at jcris17266@aol.com. 

Easter Egg Hunt  
WHEN:  Saturday, March 26th,  9:00 a.m. 

WHERE:  Mohawk Playground 

The JJP HOA is excited to present our annual egg hunt 

again this year, organized by Jennifer and Joe Baker.  “Hop” 

on over with the family and enjoy candy filled eggs, prizes, 

and fun!  Special eggs win a special prize.  Children 10 and 

under are welcome to hunt.  Special area reserved just for 4 

year olds and younger.  In case of rain, go to the front of the 

J. J. Pearce Auditorium, under the portico.  See you there! 

file:///C:/Users/rmcmurtrey/Documents/JJPHOA/feb-16/jcris17266@aol.com
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News From The City 

By Joe Russum 

  Last year the Richardson Public Li-

brary had 431,000 visitors, staff an-

swered over 141,000 questions, 1.39 

million items were borrowed, 2 million 

minutes were logged on public comput-

ers, 550 programs for all ages were 

attended by 43,000 people, and over 3,800 digital maga-

zines were checked out 

Implementation plans for the 2015 Bond Program in-

clude issuing of $8.5 million worth of bonds during 

Year One which will be allotted between public build-

ings, streets, parks and sidewalks 

New zoning regulations for four sub-districts in the 

southern part the city will take place in 2016 as Phase 3 

to the Central / Main Street rezoning initiative.  This will 

provide continuity with the existing zoning to the north, 

Spring Valley Road corridor east and west of US-75.  

Sub-districts in the southern corridor proposed for re-

zoning include south of Phillips Street and adjacent to 

the DART line, southeast of Spring Valley Road and US 

75, east and west of the DART rail line just south of 

Spring Valley Road, and area adjacent to both sides of 

US 75. 

Richardson is the first city in Texas, and one of only 

10 in the United States, to partner with Yelp and Socra-

ta.  Health scores for more than 330 Richardson restau-

rants are viewable on Yelp through Yelp’s LIVES open 

data standard, a website and mobile app that hosts crowd

-sourced restaurant reviews 

Police Department placed 12th nationally in citizen 

participation in National Night Out this year among cit-

ies with a population between 100,000 and 300,000.  

Only two other Texas cities placed higher. 

The Richardson Rotary Club recognized Noura Jam-

mal, City Animal Services Supervisor of Events and 

Special Projects, who was named Supervisor of the Year 

and Donald Sourber, Commercial Heavy Equipment 

Operator, named Employee of the Year 

Taylor Lough was promoted to Assistant to the City 

Manager and will serve as Neighborhood Liaison, ADA 

Coordinator, and Legislative Affairs Liaison as well as 

other duties. 

 City employees worked many hours assisting with res-

cue, security, cleanup and other needs in Garland and 

Rowlett after a tornado struck those cities.  Emergency 

Management staff served as PWERT (Public Works 

Emergency Response Team) Coordinator for the region 

and as command support in Dallas County and at the 

state disaster district operations center.  Richardson Po-

lice provided three officers and a sergeant round the 

clock for several days in Rowlett to help with traffic 

control checkpoints protecting the perimeter of affected 

areas.  Richardson Fire assisted Rowlett residential areas 

with major damage.  A battalion chief assisted Rowlett 

Fire command staff; and RFD staff filled in at Garland 

fire stations.  Individuals who would like to assist in the 

cleanup effort and/or donate goods and services can reg-

ister at www.garlandtx.recovers.org and 

www.rowlett.recovers.org. 

file:///C:/Users/rmcmurtrey/Documents/JJPHOA/feb-16/www.garlandtx.recovers.org
http://www.rowlett.recovers.org
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President’s Corner 

By G. Scott Waddell, President 

  Happy Belated Valentine’s Day.  I 

hope every day you feel the love of 

our community!  As the Beatles would 

say “The love you take is equal to the 

love you make.” So love your commu-

nity and make JJP HOA the best it can be!   

I want to give a big thanks to Charlie Burgess who 

uses the JJP HOA Park almost every day.  I saw Charlie 

walking the other day so I stopped and caught up with 

Charlie. Charlie uses the track to exercise and to enjoy the 

outdoors.  When I pass by the park and see Charlie walking 

it does my heart good.  When I stop and visit with Charlie it 

proves to me what a great neighborhood we have.  Charlie 

says he enjoys using the park and seeing the sand volleyball 

court being used by the High School students or the park 

being used by the families.  Charlie, I thank you for your 

support over the years and you truly make this community 

better.  Keep it going!! 

I want to encourage all of us to remember mi casa es 

su casa. Meaning my house is your house.  Which can be 

interpreted as my street is your street.  The fact is we all 

represent the JJP HOA and should be aware of the effects 

on the street and the neighborhood when we present our 

property in certain ways. Keeping a well-manicured lawn, 

free from clutter, is a great way to support the type of 

neighborhood we want to be known as.  It’s a great way to 

support the efforts of your neighbors to maintain the value 

of the community.  I will never get Yard of the Month 

(YOTM) but I know if I keep my yard mowed, the bushes 

trimmed, and front yard clear from clutter I will not be too 

much of an embarrassment  to my neighbors. (This year my 

promise to my neighbors is to plant flowers besides the 

walkway to the front door. How long they live I can’t say 

but this year we’ll start out with something other than 

mulch.) Oh how I dream of a YOTM sign in my yard but it 

just won’t happen.  I know I can help my street by keeping 

a “neighbor happy” yard.  And I expect the same from my 

neighbors.  If you need suggestions ask Whit the JJP HOA 

Beautification Guru!! 

Have a great month. If the JJP HOA BOARD can be 

of assistance to you in any way please let us know.  Be-

cause of our history of strong relationships we have a direct 

line to the City of Richardson and with the Richardson In-

dependent School District.  We want to help you make this 

the best community so remember we are here for you.   

Peace, love, and prosperity to each of you! 

G. Scott 
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Beautification 

By Whit Hyde, VP of Beautification 

It’s been hard to tell lately whether it’s spring or win-

ter.  Either way, it’s a new year and a good time to 

knock out the exterior cleanup of our homes. Just a re-

minder that removing dead plants, empty pots, scattered 

toys and random clutter keeps our neighborhood looking 

its best and will have you better prepared for the spring 

bloom.  

J. J. Pearce HOA Park  

It is great to see more and more neighbors stopping by 

our park with the recent nice weather. We have plans in 

place this year for continued park improvements which 

will include picnic table/seating in the pavilion area, as 

well as some new plantings.  Also, we are finalizing a 

the new contract for the monthly maintenance of the 

park grounds, irrigation system, etc.   I mention all of 

this in part because we are wrapping up our 2016 HOA 

membership push. Your annual dues are a critical piece 

to keeping our wonderful park maintained and great 

place to gather.  Please consider renewing or joining this 

month if you haven’t already for 2016 – and if you have 

– Thank you! 

Calloway’s Corner 

Timely Tips for February Gardeners  

  February may be the toughest 

gardening month. Thank good-

ness it’s short. In North Texas we 

do not know what kind of weath-

er to expect from day to day or 

from day to night. Keep in mind that the average last 

freeze for North Texas area is not until mid-March. 

Even so, many plants normally begin to show signs of 

growth in February, which makes it the perfect time, to 

get outside and work in the yard.  

This is the perfect time to get your garden tools in 

good working order. So that when Spring arrives you are 

ready to plant those plants, mow the grass and prepare 

all those beds in preparation for a beautiful landscape. 

Pruning is both an art and a necessary maintenance func-

tion. Most trees and shrubs can be lightly pruned at any 

time; however mid-winter is generally the best time for 

major pruning.  

Summer flowering trees and shrubs should be pruned 

before buds begin to swell for Spring, generally they 

bloom on new growth; examples are crape myrtle, but-

terfly bush, spiraea and honeysuckle. If those seed heads 

on crepe myrtles bother you, remove them this month. 

Just clip back the ends of the branches, do not destroy 

the beauty of the gracefully sculptured trunks by severe 

pruning. Please never top a crape myrtle. Spring flower-

ing plants such as azalea, Carolina jessamine, wisteria, 

forsythia, and quince should not be pruned until after the 

blooms are spent.  

February is the best time for pruning most roses. Re-

move any old and diseased canes then cut the remaining 

canes back by 50%. Make your cuts above a bud that 

faces away from the center of the plant.  

Early to mid-February marks the time to apply a pre-

emergent herbicide for lawns. These products kill germi-

nating seed. A second application may be needed in late 

May or early June. Remember that the best defense 

against lawn weeds is a healthy, thick turf resulting from 

good management. Trim back perennials and ornamental 

grasses before the new growth appears in Spring. Clean 

up around plants and mulch well to protect.  

This is a great time to visit your Calloway’s/Cornelius 

Nursery. New plants are arriving now for late winter and 

early spring planting. By planting early, plants will be 

off to a better start and can become adjusted before the 

stresses of summer arrive.  

While at your Calloway’s/Cornelius Nursery treat your 

special Valentine with beautiful, fresh, living flowers! 

The rose can be enjoyed all year; cool season flowers 

such as pansies, primrose and cyclamen can add a burst 

of color to your landscape, patio or garden. That special 

person would love a container filled with exotic blooms 

and foliage comprising orchids, bromeliads, cyclamens 

and more. 

Source: Calloway's Nursery ©2016, www.calloways.com 
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Development 

By Kristen Ceaser 

As 2016 gets into full swing, there is no shortage of 

happenings around town! Here are just a few highlights 

of the great things taking place in Richardson! 

Richardson Citizen’s Fire Academy  

Richardson Citizen’s Fire Academy is a program de-

signed for persons living or working in the City of Rich-

ardson or RISD area who want to learn more about how 

the Richardson Fire Department is organized and oper-

ates.  

This 10-week program is open to persons 21 and older 

and meets once a week from 6:30-9 with dinner provid-

ed at the Fire Training Center located at 1621 E. Look-

out Drive. The next class begins March 17th. 

Participants may expect to… 

 Experience first hand the duties and responsibilities 

of firefighters 

 Learn about fire prevention and fire investigation 

 Discover more about special operations, emergency 

medical services, and hazardous materials.  

For more information or to apply for the upcoming 

class, please visit www.cor.net/fire or call 972-744-

5750. 

CityLine Updates  

TOM+CHEE, Top Pot Doughnuts & Coffee, The 

Green House, Red Mango and Nestle Toll House Café 

are just a few of the shops that have already opened their 

doors in the new CityLine development.  

They will continue adding dining, grocery, entertain-

ment and retail options, culminating with a grand open-

ing celebration later this year. For a complete listing of 

what’s to come, you may visit www.citylinedfw.com. 

Getting Fit and Playing Games!  

Gold’s Gym is highlighting their “38,500 square feet 

of fitness nirvana” scheduled to open in February on the 

northwest corner near 75 and Campbell Rd. The facility 

will boast state-of-the-art amenities like Cardio Cinema, 

an aquatics center, smoothie bar and Kid’s Club. 

 

 

 

Across town, near E. Belt Line and Plano Rd., many 

around Richardson have gladly welcomed a new retro 

arcade, Free Play. With 60+ arcade games, a beer selec-

tion and delicious food, this has quickly become one of 

the more popular spots for an after work gathering. For 

more information, please visit 

www.freeplayrichardson.com. 

  

 

 

A Few Richardson Highlights  

Did you miss the State of the City Address in January? 

No worries! You may watch replay broadcasts of the 

address delivered by Richardson Mayor Paul Voelker on 

the City’s cable channel through February 27th or online 

at anytime.  

It may be found on Time Warner Cable, channel 16 or 

AT&T U-Verse, channel 99 at 2:00pm on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays or 6:00pm on Saturdays. 

Spring is never a slow time around the City of Rich-

ardson! Mark your calendars for these exciting events 

that are just around the corner. 

 Annual Trash Bash – Saturday, April 16 

 Cottonwood Arts Festival – May 7-8 

 Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival – May 20-22 

http://www.cor.net/fire
http://www.citylinedfw.com
http://www.freeplayrichardson.com
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Safety 

By Michael Ward Sr., VP Safety 

Coit Road Lane Closures Expected 

Through April  

One to two lanes of northbound and southbound Coit 

Road between Campbell Road north to the city limits 

will be closed intermittently beginning Tuesday, Jan. 19 

for concrete repair. 

Road crews will work in phases along Coit, first head-

ing north and then heading south. The lanes of traffic to 

be closed will alternate as needed to complete repairs. 

The work is anticipated to continue through April. 

Only one lane of traffic will be closed during peak 

travel times during the morning and evening commute. 

During off-peak times, from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., up to two 

lanes of traffic may be closed. Access will be available 

to businesses along Coit throughout the project.  

Electronic road signs will be in place to inform drivers 

of the lane closures. Drivers are encouraged to use alter-

nate routes while construction is taking place.  

The street maintenance work is part of the City Coun-

cil’s increased focus on infrastructure improvements.” 

Source: City of Richardson 
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Social Media Pulse 

 

Newsletter Help Wanted! 

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor 

The newsletter committee is looking for some 

additional talent!  The technology that enables crea-

tive production and collaboration is improving each 

year, yet some things remain the same.  Whether 

you’re a seasoned writer or photographer, or an up-

and-coming journalist, student, or graphic artist, 

you can serve your community while gaining expe-

rience and exposure by volunteering as part-time 

staff for the JJP HOA newsletter.   

I have a few ideas regarding the future of this 

newsletter, but I’d like to hear more.  Feel free to 

email editor@jjphoa.com with your comments and/

or suggestions.  (I am an engineer by day who is 

trying to fake it as an HOA newsletter editor by 

night!) 

Please contact me if you think you could help out 

in one of the following areas: 

 Photography 

 Graphic Arts 

 Publishing 

 Social Media 

 Urgent News Releases 

 Reporting 

 Advertiser Management 

I can create projects of any size, based on any 

interest.  Students are welcome and encouraged to 

inquire too!  The JJP HOA newsletter, along with 

email and our social media pages, are uniquely our 

little corner of the universe for us to collaborate 

with each other.  Let’s make it something we all 

find useful, and want to read and participate in reg-

ularly. 

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
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January 20, 2016 Minutes 

JJP HOA Planning/Board/Dinner Meeting  

On Wednesday, January 20, 2016 the JJP HOA Plan-

ning/Board/Dinner meeting was called to order at 

6:24pm at G. Scott Waddell’s office at 1701 N. Green-

ville, Suite 705, Richardson, Texas.  Those in attendance 

were:  G. Scott Waddell, Greg Immel, Emily and Rus-

sell McMurtrey, Whit Hyde, Michael Ward, and Sue 

Caldwell.  There were no visitors. 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board approved the No-

vember 24, 2015 JJP HOA Board meeting minutes. 

G. Scott outlined the agenda for the night’s meeting 

including each Board member’s vision statement for 

2016 and the creation of an “Affinity Diagram” describ-

ing each member’s goals and their importance for the 

JJP HOA. 

Affinity Process 

Vision Statement:  Each member of the Board briefly 

presented their vision of what they wanted to see accom-

plished in 2016 for the HOA. 

Affinity Diagram—2016 Goals for JJP HOA:  The 

Board members brainstormed and wrote down all of 

their ideas and priorities for the HOA.  Each idea was 

acknowledged, explored, and grouped into categories of 

importance.  The three top priorities included:  “events” 

which would be well organized and funded and add val-

ue to the HOA; “park enhancement” including a mainte-

nance resolution, and table benches, lighting, and stone 

columns for the pavilion; and “membership/

communication” including increased membership in the 

HOA with emphasis on volunteers and their importance, 

improved HOA Block Captain communication and 

greater membership access to all HOA and media com-

munication.  Additional categories concerned safety 

issues and fund-raising. 

Committee Goals 

Membership:  Emily McMurtrey said that current 

membership was about 65%.  It was decided to create a 

letter of invitation to join the HOA and distribute to non-

members by teams of block captains paired with board 

members.  This would be a concentrated 30-day last 

effort to increase membership.   

Emily suggested that the Board look into and consider 

a “one stop shop” HOA management web service on 

line for the HOA that would streamline the whole pro-

cess of communication with the HOA such as; member-

ship, the directory, account status, email alerts, and mail 

distribution, etc. on a secure website that any member 

could access at any time.  It was decided to discuss this 

in length at a future time. 

Newsletter:  Russell McMurtrey said that he would 

like to change from using Publisher to Adobe inDesign 

software for the newsletter at a cost of $20 per month.  It 

would not only be easier and save him time every 

month, but would result in a more professional looking 

newsletter.  The Board agreed to the change.  He hopes 

to make up the additional cost elsewhere.  He also would 

like to see every HOA household have a printed copy of 

the newsletter and is researching alternative solutions to 

make that happen. 

Safety:  Michael Ward said that he would get with the 

City of Richardson to discuss an “emergency process” 

the HOA could put into effect in case of a tornado like 

Garland and Rockwall recently experienced.  He also 

said that he would like to revisit curb painting as an op-

tion for the HOA. 

Fund-Raising: G. Scott said that we would investigate 

a new direction in fund-raising for 2016 and that a sepa-

rate meeting was needed just to discuss only fund-

raising. 

Treasurer: Greg Immel presented each Board mem-

ber with a packet that contained a tax-exempt certificate, 

a financial status of JJP HOA for 2015 that reported at 

year’s end a cash position of $23,889.52.  He identified 

all deposits from membership, advertising, and dona-

tions received, listed all known events with regards to 

expenses and donations received to defray their costs 

and included donations approved by the Board made to 

outside organizations.  Greg also compared all of 2015 

finances to 2014 finances. 

Budget:  Greg discussed with the Board each item to 

be budgeted for 2016 and will present the final itemized 

budget for approval in the next meeting. 

Trophy:  Greg showed the Board members the trophy 

that was won by the JJP HOA December 5th for partici-

pating in the City of Richardson Christmas Parade. The 

J. J. Pearce HOA was the only HOA out of 63 in the city 

to participate.  It is the third trophy won by the HOA in 

the Christmas parades.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:50pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sue Caldwell, Secretary, JJP HOA 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 
Business ads must be paid for in advance.  Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.        

 Contact  Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com 

                   Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.     

 Monthly Rate Yearly Rate 

Business card     (2 x 3 ½ “) $12.00      $132.00 

¼ page $24.00               $264.00 

½ page $48.00               $528.00     

Full page $85.00          $935.00 

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory. 

Board of Directors and Committee 

President G. Scott Waddell 972-644-1412 president@jjphoa.com 

VP Development Kristen Ceaser 972-207-4511 development@jjphoa.com 

VP Safety Michael Ward, Sr 972-768-1447 safety@jjphoa.com 

VP Beautification Whit Hyde 214-478-4295 beautification@jjphoa.com 

VP Membership Emily McMurtrey 972-743-9562 membership@jjphoa.com 

Secretary Susan Caldwell 972-231-0702 secretary@jjphoa.com 

Treasurer Greg Immel 972-234-2981 treasurer@jjphoa.com 

Editor Russell McMurtrey 214-227-7549 editor@jjphoa.com 

Webmaster John Sadowski 972-238-9826 jjphoa@gmail.com 

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission 

in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files.  www.jjphoa.com 

 

February   

21 Richardson Community Band “Hooray for Hollywood” (free) 3:00pm—Eisemann Center 

   

March   

7-11 RISD Spring Break  

17 St. Patrick’s Day  

26 JJP HOA Easter Egg Hunt 9am @ Mohawk Playground 

   

   

   

   

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:president@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
mailto:safety@jjphoa.com
mailto:beautification@jjphoa.com
mailto:membership@jjphoa.com
mailto:secretary@jjphoa.com
mailto:treasurer@jjphoa.com
mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:jjphoa@gmail.com
http://www.jjphoa.com


10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association 

1120 Chesterton 

Richardson, TX  75080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting:  7:00 pm, February 23rd, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705 

All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting 


