J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association Newsletter
Website: www.jjphoa.org
January 2007

News from the City
Michael Ward Sr., President

• Railroad Quiet Zone Work continues on eliminating
“Whistle Blowing” at railroad crossings in the City.
Approvals for seven north-south at-grade crossings
and for three east-west at-grade crossings have been
obtained from railroad authorities. One site has been
completed with construction planned for spring 2007
for the others.

• Tax Increment Financing The City Council has been

• Heights Park Master Plan Overall planning for this
revamping will continue through mid 2007. The master plan effort is intended to provide a vision for future park improvements over the next 20 years. Funding will be considered in future bond programs.

• Fire Station 2 Development Our fire station at
Waterview and Arapaho will be replaced with a new 2story structure on the same site. Construction is expected to be completed by mid 2008. The property to
the north of Arapaho (Church) will serve as the temporary station while the new facilities are being built.

developing on a tax increment-financing plan to encourage development within the city. Progress has
continued over several weeks with a public hearing
on November 26. This hearing had good attendance
and participation. The ordinance has now been
adopted.

• December Sales Tax Once again tax revenues are up

• Blue Cross Blue Cross is the City’s latest success in

• Glenville Trail Plans The City recently updated the

attracting major businesses to the City. Others have
included TI, and Countrywide. Blue Cross announced
on December 6 its plans to establish a 34-acre campus
in Galatyn Park. The development will include over a
million square feet and $265,000,000 in investment.
Ground breaking is planned for mid 2007.

• Beer and Wine Applications Thirty one applications
have been approved by the City (all major supermarkets). They are now being reviewed in Austin. Some
businesses may be offering alcoholic beverages by
New Year’s Eve.

• Digital Cities Award The City received another
award. Last month Richardson was recognized as the
61st safest city in the United States by the Morgan
Quito organization . This month the City is being honored by the National League of Cities for its web services. The Digital Cities Award covers cities with populations in the 75,000 to 125,000 ranges. Richardson
placed third.

• Sidewalk Repair The City has budgeted $500,000 for
additional safety repairs beyond the $5,500,000 provided by the bond program. If you know of sidewalk
areas with 3-inch variations that appear to create hazard conditions please contact the City at (972) 7444280.

with $220,000 which is 13.5% over December 2005 and
$565,000 which is 15% over the annual base for 2005.
Any percentage above 10% is considered to reflect a
strong economy. It wasn’t many years ago that these
numbers were in decline.

trail route plan for this trail to provide a more direct
alignment across Plano Road. Funding for the trail
was provided in the 1997 Bond Program and the City
is awaiting a decision on a grant request from Dallas
County to fully fund this project.

• Richardson/Plano Boundary Adjustments These ongoing discussions should result in approximately 30
new homes being built in our City with average prices
exceeding $600,000 per house.

• Centennial Park Mixed-Use Development Request
The City Plan Commission recently approved an application for a mixed-use development that includes
condos, apartments, and retail. Interest continues to
grow in this Spring Valley area as shown by the number of mixed-use requests.

• City of Richardson Legislative Agenda The City has
outlined its issues of most interest and concern that
will be before the 2007 Texas Legislative session (80th
Legislature). They include Transportation, Air Quality, Texas Enterprise and Texas Emerging Technology
funds as well as Parks, Public Safety, Finance, Water,
and Higher Education. The City plans to oppose any
measures that would reduce local government authority in the areas of Finance, Zoning, and Rights-ofWays.

2007 Neighborhood
Assessment Program Update

UT Dallas Executive MBA
Program Receives
International Recognition for
Coaching Initiatives

Michael Ward Sr., President
Our Introduction Meeting with officials from the City Of
Richardson will be held Wednesday, January 24, at the
Mohawk Elementary School at 7:00 PM. It is very important
to have as many of our residents attend as possible. Your
participation will help make our neighborhood be a better
place to live. So please mark your calendars and invite your
neighbors. Local business representatives and school
officials are also being invited. You will be receiving a separate
flyer and E-mail announcing the meeting as well. The
following Program description has been taken from the City
of Richardson website:

Abridged by Michael Ward Sr., President JJP HOA
The Executive MBA (EMBA) program at The University of
Texas at Dallas has received international recognition for its
initiatives in executive and professional coaching from the
International Coach Federation (ICF). The program was one
of only two recipients of international PRISM awards given
by the organization in 2006.
ICF confers the PRISM award to recognize organizations
that have enhanced excellence and business achievement
through their commitment to professional coaching as a
leadership strategy.

• The Neighborhood Assessment Program is a cooperative effort between your neighborhood and the City
that is designed to last approximately six months. A
large part of achieving the vision of what you want
your neighborhood to become begins with a clear
understanding of the unique conditions that exist in it
today. In order to paint an overall picture of your neighborhood, a variety of methods will be utilized to incorporate data, personal opinion, and observation into a
working plan that seeks to build upon your
neighborhood’s strengths and take advantage of its
opportunities.

More information about the UT Dallas EMBA program is
available at http://som.utdallas.edu/emba. More information
about UT Dallas’ program in executive and professional
coaching can be found at http://som.utdallas.edu/executive/
coaching.

Skipping Christmas?
Michael Ward Sr., President
Did you notice the lack of Holiday Decorations on our poles?
“Where are our neighborhood decorations” you asked as
you were driving down your own street?

• The purpose of conducting the Neighborhood Assessment is to develop a plan to help your neighborhood achieve its vision of what it hopes to become in
the future. The Work Plan that is developed at the end
of the assessment process will be used by your neighborhood to guide future decisions.

First, I would like to extend a special thanks to the Immel and
Brunelli families for their own decorating initiatives. Thanks
again to Donna Kimbrell who donated her time as coordinator
in the past. And thanks to those that did volunteer and were
ready to contribute time to our neighborhood community

• The culmination of the assessment process, the Neighborhood Work Plan, will serve as an outline of your
neighborhood’s values and priorities. The Work Plan
enables your neighborhood to create a vision and
outline steps to achieve its goals.

Regretfully, no one responded to our requests for a Holiday
Decoration Coordinator in the October and November
Newsletters. We finally got a coordinator in December and
he found that over half of our decorators from last year were
unable to volunteer or did not respond for this year. So, we
did not have enough volunteers to coordinate logistics and
complete the 130 mini-decorating projects
Next year we will start organizing the decoration project much
earlier and be sure that by the time the season is here we will
have the neighborhood ready for it.
.Again, thanks to those who did volunteer. Please re-up in
2007.
New and Existing Volunteers, please contact me at
michaelwardsr@comcast.net or 972-768-1447.
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35th Annual Richardson
“Winter Wonderland”
Christmas Parade

A big Thank You to Rick Regan (JJPHOA, VP Safety) and
Jodi Tibbets (Reservation HOA, Pres.) for coordinating the
Fire Truck for our parade entry. Our Fire Truck entry WON
the Homeowner’s Association Award!
Riding on the Fire Truck and representing the JJPHOA and
the Reservation HOA were Michael Ward, Sr. (JJPHOA, Pres.)
and Bette Hodges & family (JJPHOA, VP Development. Also
riding were Jodi Tibbets & family (Reservation HOA, Pres.),
Linda Hall (Reservation HOA, VP) and Kelly Gilliam & family
(Reservation HOA, Secretary).

By Bette Hodges, VP Development
The “Winter Wonderland” Christmas Parade, which was
presented by the Richardson YMCA in cooperation with the
City of Richardson, was a big success.

We enjoyed sharing in the festivities with the Reservation
HOA and are planning to have another joint entry in the
parade when it originates again in west Richardson. We will
also again work with the Reservation HOA on the 2007 July
4th parade and picnic.

December 2nd was a beautiful crisp morning with many Santa
hats and holiday music from the Richardson High School
Band playing. Thanks to the Mayor of Richardson, Gary
Slagel, for cheering us on as the parade began the route
onto Coit Road from Belt Line to Melrose. It was great to see
the large turnout of adults, children and pets, which lined
Coit Road.

See pictures below of the parade festivities!
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Pictures by David Hodges

Greetings From Beautification
By Phil Meeker

• When the ground is not frozen, plant trees, shrubs
and roses.

V.P. of Beautification

Happy New Year!

• January is also the time to plant onion sets, garlic,

potatoes and cool season herbs, such as chives,
thyme, rosemary and flat leaf (Italian) parsley.

Cold winter weather offers us
a choice time to hibernate. In
this quiet season enjoy, align,
witness and listen to nature.
Prepare the soil, which is the
prime element of planting.
Promote life and fertility by
adding compost, nutrients,
and mulch. Then the freeze/
thawing cycles will make the
beds mellow by planting time.

• Heavy tree trimming should be done in January or

June. Trimming in June, especially live oaks, will
greatly reduce the growth of limb suckers.

• Apply organic fertilizer to trees, shrubs, beds and
lawn areas. Always read and follow label instructions.

• Now is also the time to prune summer blooming trees

and shrubs, such as crepe myrtles, althea, hibiscus
and vitex. Fruit trees, berry plants, onion sets and
potatoes will be in garden stores now.

What to do now?
• Read catalogs. Create
new gardens or changes on paper.

• Remember to keep protective fabric at the ready for
sudden freezes and don’t forget to feed the birds.

• Learn about xeriscaping, organic gardening and
composting by visiting www.dirtdoctor.com.

Congratulation to all the lighting award winners and to all
illuminated homes. This form of celebrating the season
continues to grow.

• Maintain your equipment or power equipment. Change

spark plugs, air filters, and sharpen or replace the
blades. Clean and sharpen hand tools and apply linseed oil on wooden handles. Organize your garden
storage.

Happy Holiday Season to all and have a safe, healthy,
prosperous, and Happy New Year.
See pictures of the award winner homes on the next page.
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Christmas Lighting Award Winners

Hank and Martha Presley 1214 Stratford

Kyle and Kim Hearon 1602 N. Cheyenne

Sirman and Vicki Hollabaugh 1101 Eaton

Joe and Clava Marchant

Tom and Margaret Joyce 1216 Chesterton

1907 Violet

Pictures by Michael Ward Jr. and Joe Russum
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CRIME / SAFETY TALK
By Rick Regan, VP Safety

2007 New Year Resolutions

Shorter Days and
Longer Nights

The New Year is upon us and most
of us will look to the New Year with
renewed optimism. And, the tradition
of making New Year resolutions will
likely be one of the first things that
you do in the year.

December 21st was
this year’s Winter
Solstice and marked
the shortest day of
the year in 2006.
Thus, we are in the
depth of longer
hours in the dark and
shorter hours of
daylight. With that
in mind, we should
recognize
that
activities will likely
take place in the dark.
This
includes
walking the dog, exercise and walking for health, jogging,
etc. If you are engaged in outdoor activities in the evening
through the early morning hours of darkness, please take
the initiative to make yourself visible to motor vehicles and
other pedestrians. This may include the use of some of the
following items:

•
•
•
•
•
•

What is a resolution? A resolution
is a promise. It is a promise that you
make to yourself! It is something
that you want to achieve
throughout a portion of the year, or the entire year. No need
to trying to get the resolution accomplished in the first month.
Here are few tips that will help lend success to achieving
your New Year resolutions in 2007.

• Setting and achieving a goal without formulating an
action plan is merely wishful thinking. Create clear
steps that can be put into action. A good plan will
include A) The ultimate goal, B) What are all of the
steps required to complete the goal, and C) What to
do next.

• If you are like the rest of us, you will have a limited
mount of time during the first few days of January to
create resolution momentum. After that, most people
forget their resolutions completely. It is essential that
you begin creating your plan immediately.

Wearing clothing embedded with reflective material
Use shoes with reflective stripes
Wear reflective ankle and / or wrist bands
Use a safety vest made for night visibility
Carry a small flashlight
Attach a small flashing light that attaches to a collar
or waist band

• Put your resolution and plan in writing someplace such as a notebook or journal.

• Tell your family and friends about your resolution and
ask for their support to help you reach your goals.

And for those of you driving in the evening, please take
extra care and watch for pedestrians while driving residential
streets that are not as well lit as major thoroughfares.

• Nothing of great substance is accomplished in one
day. Resolutions may be set in one day, but should be
accomplished with a hundred tiny steps that happen
throughout the year. New Year’s resolutions should
be nothing more than a starting point. Break your ultimate goal into smaller parts with timeframes to achieve
the parts. You must develop a ritual or habit for revisiting your plan.

City of Richardson Homeowner Association Holiday Parade
Award
The J. J. Pearce HOA participated in the City of Richardson
Holiday Parade on Saturday, December 2nd. Our neighboring
HOA, the Reservation, joined us in the effort and we entered
a yellow fire engine as float. The fire engine was a “hit” and
our combined HOA’s won a beautiful trophy for the
Homeowner’s Association Award. I hope all of you that
attended the parade enjoyed our HOA’s float.

• Expect that your plan can and will change. Unexpected
things happen in life and flexibility is required to complete larger goals. Recognize successes at every completed step along the way.
May you and your family have a SAFE and prosperous year
in 2007.
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City Makes Water Saver Kit
Available

Recent Rains Have Not Been
Enough

By David Morgan Assistant City Manager

By Joe Russum, Editor

Despite the rain we experienced in December, Richardson
and all other cities on the north side of the Dallas Metroplex
remain in Stage 3 water restrictions. In a continued effort to
encourage water conservation, the City of Richardson is
offering a Water Saver Kit for $8. These kits can be purchased
at the Service Center or City Hall.

Richardson’s water comes from Lakes Texoma, Lavon, and
Cooper (Jim Chapman). Lake Texoma water level is down
approximately 3.4 feet from its normal level according to the
Lake Texoma, Denison Dam website, but both Lavon and
Cooper are much lower as shown in the chart below. The
data on the chart was normalized to the April 2005 levels to
show the relative levels of both lakes. As of December 23,
2006 the recent rains have improved the water situation very
little. Richardson is still under restricted water usage and is
asking everyone to conserve water as much as possible.
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Dogs and Cats on the Loose

J. J. Pearce High School Track
Being Resurfaced

By Joe Russum, Editor

Michael Ward Sr., President
You may have noticed that the gates have been locked and
that work is being conducted at the track. The work began in
mid December. The gates will be locked through the Winter
break which ends January 7.

Who was the First President of
the United States?
George Washington is usually the answer. Wrong! The first
person to be called President of the United States was Samuel
Huntington. With the adoption of the Articles of
Confederation in 1781, ten men held the title of President
before the adoption of the Constitution in 1789, when George
Washington took office.
Ref Wikipedia

While I get a lot of pleasure from well mannered dogs and
cats, animals that are allowed to run free in the neighborhood
are a nuisance. These animals can be a danger to small
children and their leavings are unsightly, especially to
neighbors who have to clean up after someone else’s animal.
The City recognized this as a problem some time ago and
wrote in the Code of Ordinances of the City of Richardson
that it shall be unlawful for any owner or person to fail to
prevent any animal from running at large within the corporate
limits of the city. It shall also be unlawful to allow an animal
under such person’s control or ownership to defecate on
any private or public property not owned by the person
having control of the animal without the immediate removal
of any and all feces.
The animal control department is charged with the
responsibility of picking up any stray animal in the city and
impounding them. If someone does not come forward to
claim the animal, then the animal is disposed of. If you love
your animals then you should maintain control of them, clean
up after them, and be a good neighbor.
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Martin Luther King Day

when musician Stevie Wonder released the single “Happy
Birthday” to popularize the campaign in 1980 and hosted the
Rally for Peace Press Conference in 1981. Six million
signatures were collected for a petition to Congress to pass
the law, termed by a 2006 The Nation article as “...the largest
petition in favor of an issue in US history.”

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
(Abridged, Michael Ward Sr., President)
The Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr. , often called Martin
Luther King Day, is a United States holiday marking the
birthdate of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., observed
on the third Monday of January each year, around the time
of King’s birthday, January 15. It is the only United States
federal holiday commemorating an African American and
one of only four to commemorate an individual person.

At the White House Rose Garden on November 2, 1983,
Reagan signed a bill creating a federal holiday to honor King.
It was observed for the first time on January 20, 1986.
On January 17, 2000, for the first time, Martin Luther King
Day was officially observed in all 50 U.S. states. The day is
marked by demonstrations for peace, social justice and racial
and class equality, as well as a national day of volunteer
community service.

Martin Luther King Day was founded as a holiday promoted
by labour unions in contract negotiations. After King’s death
in 1968, Rep. John Conyers introduced a bill in Congress to
make King’s birthday a national holiday, highlighting King’s
activism on behalf of trade unionists. Unions did most of the
promotion for the holiday throughout the 1970s. In 1976,
trade unionists helped to elect Jimmy Carter, who endorsed
the King Day bill. After that endorsement, union influence in
the King holiday campaign declined, and the King Center
turned to support from the corporate community and the
general public. The success of this strategy was cemented

On January 16, 2006 Greenville County, South Carolina was
the last county in the U.S. to officially adopt Martin Luther
King Day as a paid holiday.
In Utah, Martin Luther King Day is also known as Human
Rights Day; similarly, in Arizona and New Hampshire, Martin
Luther King Day is also known as Civil Rights Day.
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J J PEARCE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses
For the Period September 1, 2006 to December 31, 2006
Month Ended
December 31, 2006

Year to Date Actual
December 31, 2006

Year To Date
Budget

Cash Receipts
Membership Dues
Dividends
Advertising-Newsletter

$435.00
30.14
75.00

$4,665.00
122.15
780.00

$5,400.00
100.00
400.00

Total Receipts

540.14

5,567.15

5,900.00

20.73

83.04
198.40

88.00

14.00

34.00

55.00

Social Events
Dec. Decorations & Parade
200.00
Volunteer Appr Party (2005/06)

200.00
112.50

250.00

Newsletter
Delivery
Printing, etc.

270.00
932.34

270.00
870.00

235.54
287.48
50.00
100.00

236.00
290.00
50.00
100.00

Expenses
Crime Watch
Metrocall
National Night Out (2005/06)
Membership
Annual Meeting

60.00
136.50

Contributions
Firefighters Dinners
Honorariums
Member Memorials
Police Dept Dinner
Other Expenses
Fall Yard Sale
Total Expenses
Net Income (Loss)

65.00
431.23

2,503.30

2,274.00

$108.91

$3,063.85

$3,626.00

Vanguard

Totals
$15,024.04

Fund Balances:
Checking
Beginning Balances -12/1/06
Add receipts 510.00
Less Disbursements

$4,471.81
30.14
(431.23)

$10,552.23
540.14

Ending Balances - 12/31/06

$4,550.58

$10,582.37

(431.23)

Respectfully Submitted, Helen Simon, Treasurer, January 1, 2007
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$15,132.95

Local Events
Date
January
1-5
1
2
5
5
6
10
12
12
2/12-2/16
15
16
17
20
23
26
27
27
30
February
1-16
2
2
3
6
9
10
10
13
16
15-17

Event

Location

RISD winter break
New Years Day
Girls basketball vs West Mesquite
Girls basketball vs Greenville
Pearce boys soccer vs. Berkner
Pearce boy’s Basketball vs. Newman Smith
Pearce boy’s Basketball vs. Creekview
Girls basketball vs Terrell
Art exhibit reception: Object
Art exhibit reception: Object
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday (no school)
Girls basketball vs. Heath
Pearce Boy’s Soccer JV McKinney
Pearce boy’s Basketball vs. Jesuit
Girls basketball vs. Forney
Jazz lecture
Jazz lecture
Pearce boy’s Basketball vs. Berkner
Pearce Boy’s Soccer Colony

6:00/6:00/7:30pm, Pearce
5:00/6:00/8:00pm, Pearce
5:00(JV)/7:30pm(V), Pearce
9thA 5:30pm B 7:00pm JV 6:00pm V 7:30pm
9thA 5:30pm B 7:00pm JV 6:00pm V 7:30pm
6:00/6:00/7:30pm, Pearce
(free) 6:30-9:00pm, UTD Visual Arts Building
(free) UTD Visual Arts Bldg
6:00/6:00/7:30pm, Pearce
5:30, Pearce
9thA 5:30pm B 7:00pm JV 6:00pm V 7:30pm
6:00/6:00/7:30pm, Pearce
7:00pm UTD University Theatre
7:00pm UTD University Theatre
9thA 5:30pm B 7:00pm JV 6:00pm V 7:30pm
5:30/7:15, Pearce

Art exhibit reception: Object
RISD Student holiday
Girls basketball vs. Highland Park
Clavier Trio chamber music
Pearce Boy’s Soccer vs. Frisco
Pearce Boy’s Soccer Highland Park
Texas Composers Concert
Pearce boy’s Basketball vs. Lake Highlands
Pearce Girls Soccer vs. Wakeland
Pearce Boy’s Soccer vs. Prosper
The Way They Shine

(free) UTD Visual Arts Bldg
6:00/6:00/7:30pm, Pearce
8:00pm, UTD Jonsson Performance Hall
5:30PM/7:15PM, Pearce
5:30PM/7:15PM, Pearce
8:00pm, UTD Jonsson Performance Hall
9thA 5:30pm B 7:00pm JV 6:00pm V 7:30pm
6:00PM
5:30PM/7:15PM
8:00pm, UTD University Theatre

www.jjphoa.org
Board of Directors 2006-2007
President
VP Development
VP Safety
VP Beautification
VP Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Michael Ward Sr.
Bette Hodges
Rick Regan
Phil Meeker
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Helen Simon

Editor
Webmaster

Joe Russum
John Sadowski

972-480-8575
michaelwardsr@comcast.net
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972-238-8472
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jmeeker@americorp.com
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972-235-1961
JHRussum@comcast.net
972-238-9826
jjphoa@gmail.com
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MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING

COMMITTEE REPORTS

NOVEMBER 27, 2006

Safety: Rick Regan reported that JJP and the Reservations
HOA’s would jointly sponsor a fire truck in the Christmas
Parade on Saturday, December 2. An article on holiday
safety will be provided in the December Newsletter.

Michael Ward, Sr. called the meeting to order at 7:10 p.m. at
the home of Michael Ward, Sr. In attendance were Michael
Ward, Sr., Sharon Easky, Paula Graves, Bette Hodges, Phil
Meeker, Rick Regan, Joe Russum, John Sadowski, and Helen
Simon.

Development: Bette Hodges submitted information on new
businesses and advertising. Two new advertisers were
identified. They were Clearskies Counseling and Adam
Exteriors. An update was provided on home sales during
the third quarter.

Membership: Sharon Easky reported that JJPHOA is up to
311 membership renewals. The deadline for membership
renewal is December 15. Sharon will call block captains to
contact those who have not renewed their membership.

Beautification: Phil Meeker submitted a report regarding
yard watering in the future. A water restriction reminder will
be provided in the December Newsletter. Holiday lighting
awards will be judged on Saturday, December 16, 2006.

Minutes of Previous Meeting: The Minutes of the last
Board meeting were approved.

Internet: John Sadowski verified that the backup for our
Website had been successfully completed.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was approved.
President’s Report: Michael Ward, Sr reviewed News from
the City, recent City meetings and other events.

Future Board Meetings: The next Board Meeting will be
on Wednesday, December 27 at 7:00 p.m. at Helen Simon’s
home, 1314 Huntington Drive.

NEW BUSINESS
There was no New Business

Open Discussion: The annual Planning Meeting in February
was discussed.

OLD BUSINESS
It was noted that no one had responded to our requests (in
the previous Newsletters) for a Holiday Decoration
Coordinator.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Paula Graves

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Joe Russum, 1102 Pueblo Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 972 235 1961 or JHRussum@comcast.net
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.
Business card
¼ page
½ page
Full page

(2 x 3 ½ “)

$10.00
$20.00
$40.00
$75.00

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory.
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Mark your calendar
Neighborhood Assessment Program
J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association
1217 Stratford
Richardson, Texas 75080

7:00 PM, Wednesday, January 24
Mohawk Elementary School
See Page 2

Board Meetings: December 27 at 7:00 pm at 1314 Huntington Dr.

Board meetings are open to all members

