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J. J. Pearce Homeowners  

Association Newsletter 

January 2016 

J. J. Pearce HOA Recognized at Richardson 

Christmas Parade 

By Sue Caldwell, Secretary 

December 5th was a beautiful day for a parade, un-

like two years ago when the parade was cancelled due 

to an ice storm.  It is a tradition with the J. J. Pearce 

HOA to participate in the Richardson Christmas Parade 

when it is on the west side of town every other year.   

So, after the forms were filled out and turned in, the 

$50 donation was made to Network for the entry fee, 

the candy was bought to pass out to kids of all ages 

along the parade route, and a pickup truck was bor-

rowed from a member of the HOA, members of the 

HOA Board met at Greg and Sue Immel’s for pizza 

and listened to Christmas music while decorating the 

pickup to the theme of “Christmas in Toyland”.  The 

truck was adorned with garland and red bows, a Christ-

mas tree with packages, stuffed animals featuring 

“Max the Moose”, and of course our special banner, 

“It’s a Wonderful Life in J. J. Pearce HOA”.  And you 

know what?  It is a wonderful life in J. J. Pearce HOA! 

When the city called to say that we had won a trophy 

and even scored high points in doing so, they acknowl-

edged and thanked us for supporting them with our 

participation.  You see, we were the ONLY HOA out 

of 63 Richardson HOA’s to make the effort to support 

the city and their Christmas Parade. 

Thank you Greg and Sue Immel, Anthony Pampillo-

nia, Whit Hyde, Bette Hodges and Sue Caldwell for 

representing the HOA that day and proving once again 

that we are a very unique community and that yes, it is 

a wonderful life in J. J. Pearce HOA. 

Greg Immel with trophy presented by COR parade 

officials Allison Hayes and Barbara Cottone 

Sue Caldwell and Whit Hyde with the JJP HOA float 
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President’s Corner 

By G. Scott Waddell, President 

  This is the first newsletter of the 

year and I hope 2016 has started off 

in the right direction to become the 

best year ever.  Happy New Year to 

you all! 

I gave up on resolutions at the beginning of each year 

because they all depend on me.  Sometimes my good 

intentions give way to the same old thing that happen 

last year and probably the year before.  And I have no 

one to blame but me.  What a situation I put myself in.  I 

should be smarter than that.  Surely I can find someone 

to blame for my failures besides me! I can’t, so no reso-

lutions. 

I will however give way to an earnest effort to accom-

plish two goals this year. (Sounds different that resolu-

tions, don’t you think?)  

This year my goals are:  

1.  I will enjoy 

2.  I will  create joy. 

I want to enjoy life more, if that is possible. I truly 

enjoy every day of my life even with all the daily chal-

lenges that go along with my wonderful life.  And I fig-

ure the only way to enjoy my life more is to create joy.  I 

want to create joy for those I come in contact with. I 

want to create joy for those I work with and/or live with. 

I want to create joy in everything I do.  I believe that 

should make my life more enjoyable. And hopefully my 

making joy will encourage someone else to create joy 

for others as well.  

Working with the HOA brings me joy. We do good 

things. The HOA creates joy.   

 We have a JJP HOA Park that brings joy for our resi-

dences (members and non-members are welcome to 

use the park.)  

 We have events that bring joy to our residences: 

 Santa in the Park – although this year it was can-

celled due to weather  

 July 4th Picnic and Parade 

 Easter Egg Hunt 

 Event nights in the Park – Movies and Concerts 

will happen in 2016! 

 COR and RISD events that brings everyone to-

gether and keep the community informed. 

There is so much more the HOA Board does for this 

community and I am thankful for the good work they do 

for our community. It brings joy!  I encourage you to 

participate in the HOA this year. Come to the events. 

Bring friends and family and share the joy.  It’s a good 

community and an easy way to pay it forward with joy! 

So enjoy your friends, neighbors and loved ones in the 

joy that we can create together.  

Peace and love to you all. 2016 is going to be a great 

year in the JJP HOA!! 

G. Scott 
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Membership 

By Emily McMurtrey, VP Membership 

   The 2016 membership drive is just winding down, and I 

have the final tallies to report.  As of this writing, I am pleased 

to report 295 homes are members of our great HOA.  That’s 

65% membership.  For comparison, we were at 62% mem-

bership in January of 2015, so though we’re still short of our 

goal and last year’s peak membership level, I think we’re on track to reach new 

peaks this year! 

I want to give a huge “thank you” to everyone who helped with the drive, espe-

cially each of the block captains who made a huge recruiting effort.  Just because 

the membership drive is over doesn’t mean it’s too late to join!   

All members who joined before January 1st will receive a gift certificate to Son-

ny Bryan’s. 

If your neighbors are not yet members, tell them they can join by returning 

a membership form along with $25 to Emily McMurtrey, Membership, 1120 

Chesterton.  It’s the house with the yellow sign out front.  (Make checks pay-

able to “JJP HOA”.)  Additionally, you can pay via PayPal on our website at 

www.jjphoa.com and submit your membership form electronically. 

http://www.jjphoa.com/
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Beautification 

By Whit Hyde, VP Beautification 

Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed their holi-

days. It was so great to experience our neighborhood “lit 

up” during December. The decorations were fantastic. 

Thank you for all your efforts to ring in the season and 

make JJP a showplace. Also, a special thanks to Jon and 

Jennifer Crissman (and their volunteers!) for once again 

organizing and decorating our street signs with garland 

and ribbon.  

Holiday Lighting Winners 

Last month I asked you to bring on your best Dazzle 

and you delivered!  I could have picked 10 winners but 

had to narrow it down to 5. They have enjoyed bragging 

rights and a yard sign for December – and we all en-

joyed your efforts! Thanks again to all who participated. 

Here are this year’s winners 

 

1104 Grassmere 

 

1119 Stratford 

 

1307 Chesterton 

 

1123 Edith Circle 

 

1204 Stratford 
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Timely Tips for January Gardeners from 

Calloway’s and Cornelius 

  With the Holiday decorations all 

packed away revive those empty 

indoor spaces in your home with 

living breathing houseplants! Re-

searchers for NASA while devel-

oping technology that would allow humans to live in a 

closed environment on the moon or Mars, discovered that 

houseplants are the quickest and most effective filters of 

common dangerous air pollutants. One medium-sized 

houseplant is needed every 100 square feet of living area to 

achieve this natural filtering of the air in your home. With 

the great variety of houseplants you can dress up a room 

and make the air better too. Keep the leaves clear of dust 

since most pollutants are absorbed by the leaves.  

It may be chilly outside at this time of the year, but winter 

is a perfect time for a number of outdoor chores. Just con-

sider how much better outdoor chores like soil preparation, 

planting, transplanting and pruning can be done without 

toiling in hot summer temperatures.  

If you need to move a plant to a different spot in the land-

scape, this is the month to accomplish this job. Most plants 

move best when they are fully dormant as a result of pro-

longed exposure to cold temperatures. Remove some of the 

top growth to compensate for the inevitable loss of some of 

the roots. Once the plant is moved, water thoroughly, apply 

root stimulator, and a few inches of mulch over the root 

area.  

January is a great month to accomplish pruning of fruit 

trees. Annual pruning keeps the harvest within reach, thins 

crowded branches, allowing more light to penetrate devel-

oping fruit and stimulates new growth for next year’s crop. 

Shade trees can also be pruned at this time.  

Fruit trees and vines can be planted at this time as the 

ground usually does not freeze here in north Texas. You 

can also prepare the soil for new flower, rose or shrub beds 

by mixing plenty of organic material like compost and Cal-

loway’s Organic Flower Bed Mix or Tree and Shrub Mix. 

This way the soil is ready for immediate planting when 

temperatures get a little warmer.  

Fertilize pansies to keep them actively growing. House-

plants can be fertilized with reduced rates of water-soluble 

fertilizer this month. Do not over-water your houseplants.  

Birds of all kinds appreciate a constant source of seed, 

suet and water during the winter and you will enjoy the 

activity they create in your backyard. Just remember once 

you start feeding, you should keep it up through the winter.  

Additional help and information can always be at-

tained from one our Texas Certified Nursery Profes-

sional. 

Source: Calloway's Nursery ©2016, www.calloways.com 
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J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association 

Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses 

For Period January 1, 2015 to December 31, 2015 

      

    4th Qtr 2015 Year to Date 

        
As of 

12/31/2015 
YTD 

CASH RECEIPTS:      

Membership Dues    6,120.00 8,320.00 

Phase 2 Park Donations    1,188.00 19,398.00 

Misc. Donations    772.00 3,027.00 

Newsletter Advertising    613.00 1,681.00 

Total Receipts:    8,693.00 32,426.00 

EXPENSES: (-)     

Beautification    0.00 0.00 

Board    -621.66 -3,547.69 

Crime Watch    -56.20 -279.20 

Development    0.00 0.00 

Editor    -1,450.90 -3,303.12 

Park -General    -1,020.28 -2,788.26 

Park - Structure    -691.76 -17,130.76 

Membership    -44.53 -67.45 

Safety    -462.15 -677.63 

Secretary    0.00 0.00 

Treasurer    -17.88 -278.73 

Webmaster    -41.94 -83.88 

Total Expenses    -4,407.30 -28,156.72 

Net Income ( - Loss)       4,285.70 4,629.28 

  Summary    

Beginning Balance  Checking   11,505.96 

Add Receipts     8,688.00 

Less Expenses     -4,621.90 

Ending Balance     15,572.06 

  Vanguard    

Beginning Balance      8317.25 

Dividend     0.21 

Ending Balance        8,317.46 

  Summary    

Checking     15,572.06 

Vanguard     8,317.46 

Total     23,889.52 

Treasurer’s Report 

By Greg Immel, Treasurer 

  To the right, you will see the 2015 fourth 

quarter and final 2015 financial report.  You 

will be pleased to see we actually had a surplus 

of several thousand dollars.  However, this is 

worth a short explanation.  As you can see we 

received almost $20,000 in park donations last year!  

Amazing!  We are all so thankful for those in the neigh-

borhood and surrounding community that has made this 

park come to fruition.  This was a big year for park de-

velopment as we finally purchased the pavilion.  We 

have not yet purchased picnic benches to go underneath, 

which is what most of that surplus is intended for.  Also, 

though it may seem as though we have a moderate 

amount of savings, the JJP HOA will now be maintain-

ing the park, which we expect to cost an additional sev-

eral thousand dollars each year.  The JJP HOA Board is 

very careful with our HOA funds, and we are always 

looking for the best ways to create as much value for our 

members and the community as possible. 

Again, thank you very much for your continued sup-

port of your JJP HOA.  We are honored that you contin-

ue to allow us to be the best HOA in Richardson. 
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Development 

By Kristen Ceaser, VP Development 

  Happy New Year! I hope you and your family 

enjoyed a wonderful holiday season and are 

looking forward to an exciting year in the 

Richardson community, as well as our own J. 

J. Pearce neighborhood. 

Let me update you on a few things going on around town! 

EarthWise Pet 

One of the newest shops to open their doors on Campbell 

Rd. proudly shares their mission…to better the lives of pets 

and their owners through proper education, exceptional cus-

tomer service, all natural products, and green business prac-

tices. 

According to many of our local neighbors and posts on so-

cial media, Earthwise is doing just that! With grooming ser-

vices and self-wash options, many are saying it’s worth a visit. 

They are located at 1310 W. Campbell Road #128 just next 

door to the Hallmark Store near Tom Thumb. 

 

www.earthwisepet.com 

Mark Your Calendars for the RISD Used 

Book Fair 

The 34th Annual RISD Council of PTAs Used Book Fair will 

be held February 11-14 at the Professional Development Cen-

ter (SW corner of Beltline & Floyd), All proceeds will go to 

provide scholarships for RISD teachers’ continuing education 

and graduating seniors from all 4 RISD high schools.  

 

For more information or to see community volunteer opportu-

nities, please visit www.risdpta.org. 

K1 Speed Indoor Karting  

In December, Richardson City Council approved a zoning 

change request for K1 Speed to move in at 677 W. Campbell 

Rd.  

According to their website… The creation of K1 Speed was 

to offer enthusiasts and amateurs alike an authentic and genu-

ine racing experience in a safe, comfortable, accessible and 

perhaps most importantly, unique environment. 

 

www.k1speed.com 

City of Richardson Bond Update  

In 2015, voters approved all four measures of the $115 mil-

lion bond election for the City of Richardson. The proposi-

tions, which included funding for public buildings, street re-

pair, parks and recreation, and sidewalks, will roll out over the 

course of six years. 

The city plans to issue $7.5 million dollars in 2016 to be 

allocated between all four propositions. Most expenses will 

involve the design of a variety of projects including the Spring 

Creek Nature Area Trail, street, alley, and traffic improve-

ments, public safety complex as well as the replacement of the 

Library’s staff elevator 

 

http://www.earthwisepet.com
http://www.risdpta.org
http://www.k1speed.com
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Housing Update 

By Michael Ward, VP Safety 

  Let’s take a look back at the J. J. Pearce housing market over the past four years.  Home prices in the 

neighborhood have consistently increased over this period as you can see from the data below.  The 

average J. J. Pearce home sales price has increased 39.8% since 2012!  That’s an average year-over-

year increase of 13.3%.  If we look at Sales Price per Square Foot, the numbers are even better.  This 

value has increased 49.7% since 2012, which equates to a 16.6% average year-over-year increase!   

Some of the other metrics are equally positive.  Homes are generally sold within one month of going on the market.  Also, 

homeowners generally get the price they are asking with the sales price averaging almost 99% of list price. This is truly a 

great time to own a home in the J. J. Pearce Addition! 

 

Year 

  

Square 

Footage 

Sales Price 

per Square 

Foot 

List Price Sold Price 

Sales Price per-

centage of List 

Price 

Days on 

Market 

2015             

Min 1987 99.46 264,000 260,000 91.23 0 

Max 3017 158.43 400,000 406,000 101.75 183 

Avg 2509 136.81 345,920 340,785 98.36 39 

2014             

Min 1817 90.22 249,900 241,000 91.53 3 

Max 3314 143.37 375,000 366,000 101.75 81 

Avg 2615 118.27 311,733 305,627 98.00 24 

2013             

Min 1614 86.47 125,000 139,568 90.00 2 

Max 3898 140.91 449,900 416,000 111.65 49 

Avg 2523 115.11 292,327 290,679 100.33 17 

2012             

Min 2132 62.93 165,000 155,000 87.76 2 

Max 3721 127.46 330,000 330,000 104.88 274 

Avg 2704 91.37 250,344 243,766 97.48 57 

Source: NTREIS ( 2-3-2016)  
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Social Media Pulse 

 

Newsletter Help Wanted! 

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor 

The newsletter committee is looking for some 

additional talent!  The technology that enables crea-

tive production and collaboration is improving each 

year, yet some things remain the same.  Whether 

you’re a seasoned writer or photographer, or an up-

and-coming journalist, student, or graphic artist, 

you can serve your community while gaining expe-

rience and exposure by volunteering as part-time 

staff for the JJP HOA newsletter.   

I have a few ideas regarding the future of this 

newsletter, but I’d like to hear more.  Feel free to 

email editor@jjphoa.com with your comments and/

or suggestions.  (I am an engineer by day who is 

trying to fake it as an HOA newsletter editor by 

night!) 

Please contact me if you think you could help out 

in one of the following areas: 

 Photography 

 Graphic Arts 

 Publishing 

 Social Media 

 Urgent News Releases 

 Reporting 

 Advertiser Management 

I can create projects of any size, based on any 

interest.  Students are welcome and encouraged to 

inquire too!  The JJP HOA newsletter, along with 

email and our social media pages, are uniquely our 

little corner of the universe for us to collaborate 

with each other.  Let’s make it something we all 

find useful, and want to read and participate in reg-

ularly. 

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
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November 24, 2015 Minutes 

JJP HOA Board Meeting  

On November 24, 2015 the JJPHOA Board meeting was 

called to order at 7:10pm at G. Scott Waddell’s office at 1701 

N. Greenville Ave. Suite 705, Richardson, Texas.  Those in 

attendance include:  G. Scott Waddell, Russell and Emily 

McMurtrey, Whit Hyde, Bette Hodges, Bart Ord, John Sa-

dowski, Kristen Ceaser, and Sue Caldwell.  There were no 

visitors. 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board approved the October 27, 

2015 JJPHOA Board meeting minutes. 

Old Business 

Parade Update 12/5:  Sue Caldwell reminded everyone to 

meet at Bette’s house at 7am Saturday, December 5th in order 

to ride together to the City of Richardson Christmas Parade.  

Other details were discussed concerning the parade. 

Maintenance:  G. Scott said that he had met with Natural 

Environments concerning the RISD required yearly mainte-

nance for the Park and its cost.  The price for Park mainte-

nance would be $4,200 a year or $350 a month.  He advised us 

to brainstorm on a financial plan to raise money for the Park 

maintenance funds and suggested a committee be formed to 

raise these funds that could include advertisers, corporate 

sponsors, or “friends of the Park”.   

A motion to sign a 12-month contract with Natural Environ-

ments at $4,200 a year or $350 a month for Park maintenance 

was passed by the Board. 

New donations to the Park will be acknowledged in future 

newsletters and Whit Hyde will keep a master list of all dona-

tions.  Bart Ord will continue to serve on Whit’s Beautification 

Committee. 

Christmas Tree:  The Board decided not to have a “tree 

lighting” for the Park this year.   

Park Plaque:  Bart said that the Park Plaque looked great 

and would be at the Park ready for its unveiling at 5:45pm on 

December 12th. 

Unveiling and Event Timeline:  The donor thank you appe-

tizer event would begin at 5:00pm, the plaque would be un-

veiled at 5:45pm, and Santa would arrive at 6:00pm. 

Santa in the Park:  The Board discussed details for the 

event including food, drinks, decorations, and music.  Another 

meeting for the 12/12 event committee would be Sunday, the 

29th at Corner Bakery at 1:30pm.  

New Business 

December/January Board Meetings:  The Board decided 

not to meet in December and to have a combined Planning/

Board meeting on Wednesday, January 20, 2016 at 6pm. 

It was discussed that when the treasurer is out of town, the 

checkbook needs to be left with another Board member in case 

any HOA expense needs to be paid. 

Raising Funds for 2016 HOA Events:  G. Scott stressed 

putting a committee together for the HOA to raise funds for 

any HOA activity or need, and that this should be discussed at 

the Planning/Board meeting in January. 

2016 Directory-Membership Deadline:  January 15, 2016 

was agreed to be the membership cut off date for the 2016 

Directory.  Kristen suggested we create and distribute a form 

letter to “invite” non-members to join as a last minute surge for 

membership.  

RISD Bond Listening Tour November 30th:  G. Scott 

reminded everyone that there would be another meeting for our 

community to learn about the RISD Bond proposal at J.J. 

Pearce High School Corral Monday, November 30th at 

6:30pm.  A constant contact was sent out about this meeting. 

Committee Reports 

Beautification:  Whit Hyde said that he would introduce 

himself in the December newsletter and announce that Holiday 

Decorations would be judged on December 13th. 

Development:  Bette Hodges reported about the Edge 

awards luncheon she attended as Tom Thumb’s guest and that 

the JJPHOA was included in their video presentation with 

emphasis on community relations.  She will write an article on 

this event for the December newsletter.  Bette said her good-

byes to the Board and said that she would miss everyone, but 

that Kristen will be great. 

Membership:  Emily McMurtrey reported that we had 44% 

membership to date (204 memberships) and that there was an 

additional $300 in donations for the Park and $170 for general 

funds.  She said that updates were sent to the Block Captains 

concerning membership.  

Newsletter:  Russell McMurtrey said that the deadline for 

the December newsletter will be Friday, November 27th and 

that he would be asking for help for the Newsletter Committee.  

He said that Joe Russum will continue to write the “news of 

the city” articles for the newsletters.  Kristen will submit an 

introduction of herself as Development VP in December’s 

newsletter and also provide information on the RISD Bond 

proposal. 

Website:  John Sadowski said that he wanted more infor-

mation for the front page on the JJPHOA Website.  He also 

said he would make corrections and update some of its infor-

mation.  The Board thanked John for printing all the donor 

invitations and business cards for the new Board members. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:20pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sue Caldwell, Secretary, JJPHOA 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 
Business ads must be paid for in advance.  Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.        

 Contact  Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com 

                   Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.     

 Monthly Rate Yearly Rate 

Business card     (2 x 3 ½ “) $12.00      $132.00 

¼ page $24.00               $264.00 

½ page $48.00               $528.00     

Full page $85.00          $935.00 

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory. 

Board of Directors and Committee 

President G. Scott Waddell 972-644-1412 president@jjphoa.com 

VP Development Kristen Ceaser 972-207-4511 development@jjphoa.com 

VP Safety Michael Ward, Sr 972-768-1447 safety@jjphoa.com 

VP Beautification Whit Hyde 214-478-4295 beautification@jjphoa.com 

VP Membership Emily McMurtrey 972-743-9562 membership@jjphoa.com 

Secretary Susan Caldwell 972-231-0702 secretary@jjphoa.com 

Treasurer Greg Immel 972-234-2981 treasurer@jjphoa.com 

Editor Russell McMurtrey 214-227-7549 editor@jjphoa.com 

Webmaster John Sadowski 972-238-9826 jjphoa@gmail.com 

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission 

in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files.  www.jjphoa.com 

 

January   

18 Martin Luther King Jr. (Student Holiday)  

   

February   

7 Super Bowl  50  

14 Valentine’s Day  

15 President’s Day (Student Holiday)  

21 Richardson Community Band “Hooray for Hollywood” (free) 3:00pm—Eisemann Center 

   

   

   

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:president@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
mailto:safety@jjphoa.com
mailto:beautification@jjphoa.com
mailto:membership@jjphoa.com
mailto:secretary@jjphoa.com
mailto:treasurer@jjphoa.com
mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:jjphoa@gmail.com
http://www.jjphoa.com
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J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association 

1120 Chesterton 

Richardson, TX  75080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting:  7:00 pm, February 23rd, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705 

All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting 


