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Following a kickoff meeting at City Hall, over 20 teams of
paired up city and police officials fan out in RPD squad
cars to visit each “party” that has sent in a registration, and
talk to the attending citizens about Richardson crime and
crime prevention.

20th Anniversary Year
National Night Out - August 5
By Lynn Sanders, VP Safety
Each year, on the first Tuesday of August, the National
Association of Town Watch spearheads the National Night
Out Against Crime, more commonly known just as National
night Out, or sometimes just as NNO. This year that is on
August 5.
The philosophy of NNO is that the best deterrent to crime
is neighbors watching out for neighbors, and everyone
developing a common interest in helping to foster a crime
free neighborhood. One way for neighbors to develop this
sense of a common bond, and a common commitment
against crime in their immediate area (usually a defined
Crime Watch Area), is to get together in a “block party” or
“yard party”. The purpose is to demonstrate unity against
crime and to get to know each other. These parties can be
simple or elaborate. It’s up to the homeowners. The main
thing is getting together.
Each year, on NNO, these “parties” are going on all across
the nation with this common objective of demonstrating an
attitude of, “No! We will not let this area be taken over by
crime!”
Last year, there were over 150 NNO “parties” in the City of
Richardson. This was more than was held in Dallas, which
is many times the size of Richardson. While this difference
in demonstrated unity against crime may not explain all of
the difference in our crime rates, it is certainly thought
provoking. Richardson’s high level and quality of NNO
participation has resulted in national recognition over the
past several years. This recognition is very helpful to the
City in obtaining an excellent bond rating, attracting
investment, and in attracting upper middle class
homeowners; which of course protects your property value.

Our Crime Watch Coordinators, like the rest of us these
days, have very busy lives. So, if you haven’t heard of a
NNO “party” for your Crime Watch Area, it could be that
the Coordinator just needs some help in putting it together,
and would love to hear that you’re willing to help. Your JJ
Pearce Crime Watch Area and Crime Watch Coordinator
can be found in the 2003 HOA Directory or in the JJ Pearce
website at www.jjphoa.org
So, get the neighbors together, ice down some soft drinks
or iced tea, get to know each other, and talk about how you
can help each other keep from becoming a victim of crime
in our neighborhood.

Have a great NNO!

Slate for 2003 -- 2004
The JJPHOA Nominating Committee, appointed by
the Board of Directors, has met as requested and
submits the following report for consideration by the
membership at the annual meeting in September. All
those have been contacted and have agreed to serve.
President
VP Beautification
VP Development
VP Membership
VP Safety
Secretary
Treasurer

Bernie Mayoff
Phil Meeker
Chris Bruckner
Marc Perlstein
Thom Pomella
Nancy De La Garza
Helen Simon

There will, of course, be a call for nominations from
the membership at the annual meeting prior to the
election.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Little, Chairman
Lynn Sanders, member
Art Middlebrook, member

Don’t Let the Bugs Bite -- or -You and the West Nile Virus
This information was received from Tom Hatfield, Director
of the Health Department in Richardson.
•
Thank you for your patience during the construction at JJ
Pearce High School. If you have driven by the school during
the past few months you have notice the construction. In an
effort to keep you informed RISD would like to update you
on the progress that has been made over the past four
months. The work being done is because of the community
passage of Bond 2001. Part of Bond 2001 includes moving
toward transferring the freshmen into the high school. The
first freshmen class will enter the school in August 2005. In
order to accommodate the freshmen additional classrooms,
science labs, a new gym, and fine art facilities have to be
enlarged. Additionally, while these structures are being
added work inside the building is underway. This work was
also included in Bond 2001. Here are some of the highlights:










•
•

•
•

New utility lines from Coit to the school have been
added or replaced.
The gym foundation has been poured and the
cement block has been set.
The piers for the new additions have been poured
and set.
Steel framework will be set in July.
The parking lot is being resurfaced.
New parking has been poured on the south side of
the school.
The new boiler will be put in place for the pool
this summer.
New turn lanes will be put in place this summer.
The new bus loop is completed.

•

•
•

•

We appreciate your patience during our progress to keep
our schools in Richardson great. Once all the work is
complete, the inconvenience will be outweighed by the
wonderful learning environment and the improved
appearance that is being created at Pearce.

•

We also know that without the wonderful support of the
community this could never have been accomplished. Thank
you very much for supporting RISD schools now and in the
future.

•
•

If you have any questions or concerns during the
construction at JJ Pearce please call Melissa Stains,
Construction Liaison, at 469-593-0166 or e-mail me at
melissa.stains@risd.org

The West Nile Virus is a disease of horses and birds.
Crows and jays seem to be the birds most often affected. If you find one of those dead, and without other
signs of trauma, using a plastic bag over your hand,
bag the dead bird and dispose of it in the trash.
West Nile Virus cannot be contracted from dead birds.
It is contracted only from the bite of a mosquito.
Eliminate sources of stagnant water, such as gutters,
plant pans, old cans, etc. Anything that will hold water
and allow it to become stagnant. Birdbaths are ok if
there is activity that keeps the water moving.
It takes 7-10 days from egg, to larva, to pupa, to the
adult, biting stage.
Health Officials have over 30 traps around the City
that gather sample mosquitoes twice a month, and are
then sent to the state lab in Austin. This testing began
in May this year, and will probably continue through
the summer and until October.
They use a light, and an intake fan that forces the insects into a net trap. They use dry ice as bait since it
melts and emits carbon dioxide, which humans emit
when they breathe out, and that is what attracts mosquitoes.
The City is prepared to selectively spray areas where
affected mosquitoes (if any) are located.
Above all, don’t panic. The media is very negative and
sensational. Last year there were just 2 deaths from
West Nile in all of Dallas County! Most people will
not even know they have contracted it and won’t have
any ill-effects.
At night, wear long pants and long sleeves. Dusk and
dawn are the worst times. You can protect exposed skin
by spraying with repellant with at least 25% DEET for
adults. Use DEET with 10% for children. Spray your
clothing as well.
If you feel the need to spray areas in your yard, Mr.
Hatfield suggest that you concentrate in the shrubs and
vines around your home. Any over-the-counter spray
you can buy at a home improvement store for insects
will do the trick.
The most important way to control mosquitoes is to
eliminate stagnant water.
Creek areas were specifically last year and very few
“pockets” of mosquitoes.

Update:
The suspected incident in Southeast
Richardson in early June proved not be West
Nile Virus.
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Corridors of Green
The Richardson parks department is engaged in three major
activities this year. One of them is of direct interest to our
neighborhood, and the other two also have benefits and
appeal to our residents.
Closest to home is the UTD Trail Initiative. Trail activities
are not only an alternate means of transportation; they are
also the fastest growing activity for Senior citizens and ¼
of Texans engage in trail activities close to home. The UTD
Trail will connect to the existing trail system in Richardson,
and to the Regional trail system that will eventually run
through Allen, Frisco, McKinney, Plano, Garland and
Richardson. The UTD Trail will run along the perimeter of
the UTD campus along Floyd Road, Campbell Road, and
Waterview Parkway. Construction is scheduled to begin in
July 2003 and should take 6-9 months to complete. Dallas
County is contributing $950,000, Collin County $251,000
and Richardson the remaining $269,000 of the $1,470,000
budget for the project. The trail will also provide a pathway
between the campus and the shopping centers at Coit and
Campbell, an obvious benefit to the retail developments
and to the campus community. Future developments will
extend the trail westward along Campbell Road to connect
with the north-south trail near Meandering Way.
Richardson’s newest Park, Galatyn Woodland Preserve,
located in Galatyn Business Park recently had a ribbon
cutting for the completion of trails and facilities. This urban
woodland preserves a natural stand of hardwood trees and
a wetland area. It includes a trail that connects to the Spring
Creek nature Area and to the Campbell Road end of the US
75/DART trail. The park contains a playground for all ages,
four horseshoe pits, a bird watching boardwalk, 10 picnic
tables, 4 benches and litter receptacles. This park was
funded entirely by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
and the Galatyn Park Corporation.
The third activity is the enhancement of the trail between
the Arapaho Road DART pedestrian tunnel and Campbell
Road. The first portions of this multiphase project are
already completed, with the landscaping of the Arapaho
Transit Center Tunnel and the construction of the “linear
park” and trail. The next phases are part of the Statewide
Transportation Enhancement Program (STEP).
Landscaping of the intersections of the DART right of way
at street level intersections in Richardson is complete. The
next STEP phase will be landscaping along the trial that
parallels the right of way. There are three main challenges
that the design is attempting to address. One is mitigating
the vastly different speeds that parallel each other on Central
Expressway, DART light rail, and the trail. Another is to
“bridge” these pathways that run through the heart of
Richardson. And the third is to provide a refreshing
microclimate for pedestrian and cyclist enjoyment.
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There is a plan C but I don’t think it is very practical unless
we had some volunteer labor. HydroBlast will rent the
equipment and show us how to use it and we could then
clean the walls ourselves. I did not get the rental cost for
two reasons: 1) I’m not aware of anyone who would want
to volunteer the labor and 2) I saw what the guy looked like
when he finished cleaning the street side of the Campbell
wall!

The End of The Wall
Bob Hutsler, Development VP
The estimates for cleaning the interior alley sides of the
screening walls around our subdivision, a little over $1,000,
was brought to the June Board Meeting. After some
discussion, both for and against the expenditure of
Association funds, the majority of the members present
decided against funding the cleaning. The general arguments
that seemed to sway the vote were that the cleaning would
directly effect only a small percentage of the homeowners
and that the effort would not improve the neighborhood in
general enough to justify the cost.

Wall

So, I am proposing a plan B. Some of the walls are obviously
in much worse shape than others. The estimates are included
at the end of this article, and you will notice that the cost is
broken down into sections of the wall. If I can get a volunteer
for each section of the wall who would solicit donations for
the cleaning, then once sufficient funds are collected, I would
contact HydroBlast and have them clean those sections for
which we collect sufficient funds. Since I live on Edith Circle
and actually have a section of the wall for my side yard, I
will volunteer to coordinate collections for that wall.

Hgt.

SqFt

Cost

Campbell Road
688

6

4128

$206.40

Edith Circle W. End
560

6

3360

$168.00

W. End,Huntington to Painted
346
6

2076

$103.80

Huntington Painted to Mimosa
589
6

3534

$176.70

Huntington Mimosa to Coit
1290
6

7740

$387.00

20,838

$1,041.90

Totals

To use that wall as an example, the quoted cost for the
Campbell wall is $206.40. If 10 homeowners on Edith Circle
would contribute, it would cost us each about $20. If only 5
homeowners contributed, it would cost us each about $40.
Personally, I would participate and contribute at the $40
level, so I need at least 4 other Edith Circle homeowners.

Linear Ft.

3473

J J PEARCE REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY FOR
MAY 2003
(Contributed by Dorothy Thomas)

By the way, for aesthetic reasons, I had that wall measured
‘fence to fence’ which includes several yards of two homes
on Edith Circle, including mine. If we collect enough funds,
I will pay on my own to have the rest of the wall cleaned in
my side yard. That would not be included in the general
collection. In addition, there are two other homes on Edith
Circle that have portions of the wall, but those portions do
not screen alleys. Those portions have not been included in
the estimate either, but if the homeowners want to pay for
their own sections of walls, we could have all the cleaning
done at one time. All the other walls abut only public access
areas.

HOMES CURRENTLY ON THE
MARKET
1202 HUNTINGTON 2,132sqft
$179,900**
1208 STRATFORD
2,886sqft
$249,900
1111 GRASSMERE
2,502sqft
$204,900
1414 HUNTINGTON 1,902sqft
$199,500**
1107 HUNTINGTON 2,338sqft
$258,500*
1204 STRATFORD
2,624sqft
$233,500
1201 HUNTINGTON 2,560sqft
$219,900
*Under Contract
** Reduced

While I am volunteering to coordinate the project for the
Edith Circle wall, I need volunteers to coordinate the other
sections. So, if you would like the wall cleaned in your area,
I encourage you to volunteer. If you give me a call at 972235-1709 I can help you determine the names and addresses
of your neighbors and I can then coordinate the contact with
HydroBlast. While I’m sure they would clean the walls
individually, I’m also sure it would be a lot easier for them
to clean them all in one job. My time on the board is limited,
so please contact me before September 1 if you want my
help.

HOMES SOLD SINCE 5/15/2003
1127 EDITH CIR
1217 STRATFORD

2,286sqft
3.050sqft

AVERAGE SELLING PRICE
PER SQUARE FOOT WAS $84.86
Information obtained from the Multiple Listing System
and is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Protecting our values

Ebby Halliday
Realtors

Suppose the home down the street suddenly appears to be
occupied by a surprising number of people that you’ve never
seen before. Perhaps two or three or four cars are parked on
the driveway behind the house, and another car or two on
the grass alongside the driveway. And a few more cars are
parked in front of the house. To make things interesting,
suppose that loud music comes from the house every evening
and a crowd of drinkers sprawls on the front stoop and the
front lawn every night. Oh, and one of the cars seems to be
being repaired on the street but eventually it should be
running again. You have the impression that some of the
residents are renting rooms in the house, or perhaps just
renting a bed.

Your neighborhood specialists
For all of your Real Estate Needs

Kelle Henson
1112 Grassmere
972-733-5236

Jo Wells
1104 Eton
972-733-8546

Renetta Montgomery

The Richardson City Council is struggling to find ways to
prevent problems like this, and the resulting impact on whole
neighborhoods. It isn’t easy. Housing in Richardson is zoned
for either single family residential or for multiple family
housing. Homes are in single family residential zoning areas. But how do you make sure that the intent is actually
being practiced? Not an easy question. What is a “family”?
Is it a married man and woman and their children? How
about their parents? Or grandchildren? What about your
brother or sister? Cousin? Significant other? Who is to
decide? How does anyone find out? What right is there to
find out?

1116 Stratford
972-733-8469
Ebby Halliday Realtors
Campbell and Coit Office

Speedy Recovery Wishes
John White has been the barber in the middle chair at
Pavillion Barbers for the last three months, and has proven
to be a popular addition. Tragically John was seriously
injured in an accident recently. While John was waiting for
a bus near his home an intoxicated driver ran a red light and
hit another car. The second car struck John, breaking both
arms and both legs and crushing an ankle. John has
undergone surgery to repair his injuries and will be
recovering at Parkland Hospital. We wish him a speedy
recovery.

So maybe the focal point shouldn’t be the family unit, but
rather considerate behavior. Isn’t that all we really want
and expect? Isn’t that all that is required to have a pleasant
place to live and to preserve and grow the value of the single
biggest investment most of us will ever make, our home?
How do you legislate “being considerate”?
The Council has asked staff to consider regulations that
would restrict parking in problem areas. This could be one
non-intrusive step toward limiting the number of occupants
of a home. But what impact does that have on the other
residents of the street? Another idea is to require screening
of any vehicle parked in side or rear yards. There are already regulations that require any vehicle parked forward of
the front of the house to be on a concrete driveway. What
impact would screening regulations have on boats and RV’s?
What impact should they have? Should the City require
permits for rental housing to ensure that safety standards are
met? How would you know that someone should have obtained a permit? How could you enforce it?

Attend
National Night Out

August 5
Meet with your
neighbors
and talk about
any concerns
in your Crime Area

Not easy questions to answer, but the problems mentioned
at the beginning of this article have already affected some
homes in Richardson. Some residents are working to find
ways to address the problems and preserve their neighborhoods. But others are fleeing, and that can be a situation
that spirals to engulf us all. If you have ideas on ways to
address the problem while it is still a small problem in Richardson then our City Council might like to hear from you.

Contact your Crime Watch Coordinator
for details
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he removed the cup from the oven. As he looked into the
cup, he noted that the water was not boiling, but instantly
the water in the cup “blew up” into his face. The cup
remained intact until he threw it out of his hand but all the
water had flown out into his face due to the build up of
energy. His whole face is blistered and he has 1st and 2nd
degree burns to his face, which may leave scarring. He also
may have lost partial sight in his left eye. While at the
hospital, the doctor who was attending to him stated that
this is a fairly common occurrence and water (alone) should
never be heated in a microwave oven. If water is heated in
this manner, something should be placed in the cup to diffuse
the energy such as a wooden stir stick, tea bag, etc. It is
however a much safer choice to boil the water in a teakettle.
Microwaved water and other liquids do not always bubble
when they reach the boiling point. They can actually get
superheated and not bubble at all. The superheated liquid
will bubble up out of the cup when it is moved or when
something like a spoon or tea bag is put into it. To prevent
this from happening and causing injury, do not heat any
liquid for more than two minutes per cup. After heating, let
the cup stand in the microwave for thirty seconds before
moving it or adding anything into it.

Crime Talk
By Lynn Sanders, VP Safety

Here is what a science teacher had to say on the matter:
“Thanks for the microwave warning. I have seen this happen
before. It is caused by a phenomenon known as super
heating. It can occur anytime water is heated and will
particularly occur if the vessel that the water is heated in is
new, or when heating a small amount of water (less than
half a cup). What happens is that the water heats faster than
the vapor bubbles can form. If the cup is very new then it is
unlikely to have small surface scratches inside it that provide
a place for the bubbles to form. As the bubbles cannot form
and release some of the heat that has built up, the liquid
does not boil, and the liquid continues to heat up well past
its boiling point. What then usually happens is that the liquid
is bumped or jarred, which is just enough of a shock to
cause the bubbles to rapidly form and expel the hot liquid.
The rapid formation of bubbles is also why a carbonated
beverage spews when opened after having been shaken.”
Heating distilled or deionized water is an added hazard as
all the small, distinct particles that bubbles could normally
form on are not there.

Great news! For the second month in a row, I am able to
report that there have been no serious crime incidents in
our JJ Pearce neighborhood since my previous Crime Talk
column. As pleased as we are, let’s not let down our guard.
Believe me, there are plenty of bad guys out there looking
for victims.
JJ Pearce area
In fact, the only incident I am aware of is a recent “prank”
that fortunately didn’t work. The doorbell was rung at a
residence in the 1100 block of Melrose at around midnight.
The homeowner did not answer the door, but noticed two
young males walking from the house. He later found that a
trashcan, stolen from a neighbor’s house, had been filled
with water and leaned against the front door. He had not yet
opened the door. If he had, it would have spilled into his
entry. It’s a sad but true commentary that malicious mischief
incidents always increase once school is out for the summer.
All such incidents should be reported to the police
immediately.
A theft did occur on the perimeter of our neighborhood; at
JJ Pearce High School. On June 24, in the early afternoon,
four tires on custom rims were taken from the open bed of
a pickup truck parked in the north parking lot.
Heating water in your microwave can be dangerous
A man decided to have a cup of coffee. He took a cup of
water and put it in the microwave to heat it up (something
that he had done numerous times before). He wanted to
bring the water to a boil. When the timer shut the oven off,
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They made our day

Thanks for the flags!

We want to thank the many people that
made our 4th of July Parade and Picnic
a success for approximately 300
participants..
Thanks to the Richardson Fire Department Station 2, A shift,
and to Police Officers Trey Cotten and Roger Steinman for
making our parade more colorful, interesting and safe.
Thanks to James Russum for being our sound car. Thanks
to Helen and Laurie Simon, Bill Little and Bernie Mayoff
for transporting the food, water and ice. Thanks to Bernie
for serving as parade marshal , water melon carver and
photgrapher. Thanks to photographers Joe Russum and
David Hodges. Thanks also to Ira Barish for being our flag
bearer. Thanks to Marc Perlstein, Bob Hutsler and Bill
Little for wrangling the traffic cones and making the parade
safe. Thanks to our neighbors in The Reservation for
decorating, providing soft drinks and all the other things
they did to make the day a success, and to the Neighborhood
Walmart store for donating paper goods. Thanks to the
cooks. And a big thanks to our Board of Directors for
planning the day and making the arrangements.

Thanks to Ebby Halliday Realtors
Kelle Henson, Jo Wells and Renetta Montgomery
for the placement of the American flags in each yard.

____________________________
We’re Jumping for Joy -- thanks Dorothy!
Our neighbor, Dorothy Thomas of Ebby Halliday Realtors
and her family provided us with the 4th of July Bounce
House. As you can see from the pictures, this was a very
popular activity. Dorothy also provided the small flags that
were distributed at the start of the parade and along the
parade route.

____________________________

The Network benefitted too
The Network of Community Ministries is a cooperative effort
supported by most of the religious organizations of every
denomination in Richardson and RISD. The Network
provides food bank and other support to neighbors
temporarily in need. The unopened food that was not used
at the picnic has been donated to The Network food bank.

____________________________
Albertson’s – It’s Our Store
Our thanks to our neighborhood Albertson’s for their
generous donation to our 4th of July celebration. If it is true
that an army marches on its stomach, then Albertson’s made
sure that our parade would have no trouble marching to our
destination and home again. The good folks at Albertson’s
once again donated all of the water bottles, the ice, chips
and buns for the festivities. We extend a big Thank You to
our friendly neighborhood grocery store.
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We celebrated A

(more pictures, in colo
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merica’s birthday

or, at www.jjphoa.org)
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High Five Update
The contractor will be paid
After 18 months of construction or 30 percent of the contract
time, the High Five construction is 38 percent complete.
Areas of construction during the third quarter should
include:
• June 2003, LBJ traffic between the westbound entrance
ramp from Coit and the westbound exit ramp to Preston
Road shifted to the new, permanent west-bound main
lane pavement; and reconstruction began of permanent
eastbound main lanes and exit ramps for northbound
and southbound North Central Expressway.
• August 2003, complete center section of Coit Road
bridge and open to traffic (completion of bridge will
mean three through lanes and two left turn lanes in each
direction plus U-turn lanes on the frontage roads)
• September 2003, open permanent eastbound LBJ exit
ramp to Coit Road
• December 2003, complete direct connection ramps
from eastbound LBJ Freeway to northbound and southbound North Central Expressway
Further indications of progress are:
• 400 or 56 percent of the total 710 bridge columns are
complete
• 213 or 52 percent of the total 409 bridge caps are complete
• 71,992 linear feet or 44 percent of the 163,619 linear
feet of beams have been set
• 16.92 acres or 36 percent of the 47 acres of bridge
decking are done
• 283 or 45% of the 623 total sections of the pre-cast
overhead segments have been erected

Greetings from the VP Beautification

•

•

•

•

Bill
`

Little

Control it with a general-purpose insecticide that is
labeled for use on tomatoes. We no longer have easy
access to a specific miticide.
Entomosporium fungal leaf spot of redtip photinias is
epidemic all across America, wherever this handsome
large shrub has been grown. The first symptoms are
maroon “freckles” all over the foliage, but it quickly
moves on to yellowed, then browned leaves. Within
months the entire planting is often dead. Unfortunately,
it’s very difficult to stop the progress of the disease.
Banner or Daconil fungicides might help early-on, but,
by the time the leaves are starting to yellow, there is
seldom anything that can be done to save them.
Gray leaf spot, the hot-weather fungal disease of St.
Augustine. Look closely at the blades and runners for
signs of the pinhead-sized diamond-shaped lesions.
Affected areas will appear scorched and withered, even
yellowed, almost as if they need to be fed. That feeding,
however, will only make the problem quickly worse.
Nitrogen promotes the development of the disease and
your lawn can suddenly go downhill.
Lace bugs on Boston ivy, azaleas, sycamores, boxwood,
and, especially, pyracanthas. These are pinhead-sized
insects with clear wings that are prominently veined.
However, you’re likely to garden for many years
without ever noticing the actual insects themselves.
What you will notice is the tan mottling they cause on
affected plants’ leaves. You’ll also see black waxy
droppings on the backs of the leaves. Control them with
any general-purpose insecticide. Affected leaves won’t
green back up, but you’ll keep their damage from
getting any worse.
Black spot continues to turn rose leaves yellowed, then
brown or black. Severely damaged plants are almost
bare by this point. Apply Funginex on 10-day intervals,
only in the evenings to avoid leaf burn.

The winners for June are as follows:
1208 Chesterton
1105 Huntington
1600 Cheyenne
1105 Stratford
1121 Edith Cir

Other things I have noticed.
• You may need to alternate the pattern you mow your
lawns to minimize the tracks or lines that your mower
wheels leave. I mow my yard diagonally and alternate
the direction each week.
• A proper mowing includes trimming around the
flowerbeds, edging the sidewalks and driveway, as well
as sweeping or blowing the cuttings. I look for this when
I judge for Yard of the Month yards.
• With the usually dry months of July and August, I
suggest putting a soaker hose about 18 inches away
from the foundation and letting it run at low pressure.
Our shrinking black clay soil is known for giving many
problems to concrete foundations each summer.
• Watch for chinch bugs in St. Augustine lawns, as the
temperatures get hotter. They will show up near the
sidewalks and in the areas of the yard that get full sun.
Trim the grass away from the water meter box so the
meter reader has easier access for a correct reading.

Todd & Missy Shofer
Brian & Sue Wertheim
Bud & Peg Godsoe
Tin & Shannon Napier
Dennis & Sylvia Konarski

The following tips are from the Neil Sperry Newsletter. I
definitely suggest that everyone subscribe to his free
newsletter and visit his website if you have any questions.
•

Spider mites on tomatoes and many other plants,
including violets, marigolds, ageratum and verbenas.
This almost-microscopic pest also starts at the bottoms
of the plants and works its way upward. It is a couple
of weeks later in showing up than early blight. It causes
tiny tan mottling on the top surfaces of the leaves. Once
it becomes a real problem there will also be small webs
in the axils of the leaves, and those symptoms are
widespread and visible all across Texas right now.

(See related organicgardening article on next page.)
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•

A short addendum on mosquitoes. Since mosquitoes’ bites
have been shown to spread West Nile virus, it is extremely
important for each property owner to control the source
and spread of mosquitoes. Eliminate standing water
everywhere you find it. Add Bti (Bacillus thuringiensis
‘Israelensis’) bricks or gambusia fish to birdbaths and
goldfish ponds (these are safe for birds or other wildlife
that might drink from the pond. You can also spray with
citronella oil, burn the citronella candles, and apply
granulated cedar to the yard. All these methods are safe for
pets, children, and the environment. The spraying
undertaken by the City of Richardson is not only unhelpful,
it is harmful to people with allergies, chemical sensitivity
and our ground water supply.

Organic Gardening Techniques
(contributed by Scott Bell, 1101 Huntington. He earned
the Yard of the month in August 2002.)
Thank you Scott for this information.
Organic Alternative
It’s never too late to switch your gardening approach to an
organic, natural method. Toxic and harsh chemical materials
such as Dursban, Diazinon, RoundUp, and other modern
“lawn care” products pose a threat to our water table, our
pets and our kids. Contrary to myth, organic gardening is
NOT harder, more expensive, or any less effective. The
converse is actually true. After two years of organic
gardening, I have seen a huge positive impact on the health
of my soil and plants, with the same application of effort
and funds that I once expended on applying Weed & Feed,
RoundUp, and Dursban/Diazinon.

Additional resources. The Organic Manual, J. Howard
Garrett, The Summit Publishing Group, 2000. Howard
Garrett’s web site, www.thedirtdoctor.com. Shades of Green
Nursery, 8801 Coit Rd., Frisco, North Haven Gardens, 7700
Northaven Rd., Dallas, Lowe’s Home Improvement Centers
also have a section devoted to organic gardening.

For purposes of this article, I will address only two topics
from an organic or natural gardening perspective: lawn grass
care and fire ants.
•

Fire Ants. The best natural control for fire ants is an
application of beneficial nematodes. These
microscopic organisms are sold in a small packet of
soil. You mix it with water and apply with a hose-end
sprayer to the
whole yard, or with a bucket to individual mounds.
Area-wide application will control not only fire ants,
but grub worms, fleas and ticks. The nematodes will
invade ant bodies and devour them from the inside out.
Just the kind of death we all wish upon a fire ant. A
drench of Orange oil, or d-limonene can be used to
treat mounds that might pop up thereafter.

Lawn care. The key to the organic approach is the care
and feeding of the soil as opposed to the feeding of the
grass. Step one, mow high. Set your mower blade to
cut at least 3-inches high. St. Augustine and even
Burmuda will choke out most weeds if mowed high
and the higher the grass, the deeper and healthier the
roots. Step two, mulch your lawn clippings by using a
mulching mower. This reduces your need for watering
and fertilizer by returning moist, organic material to
the lawn. Thatching from mulching is a myth. If it
concerns you, then soil aeration is an option and is
helpful in encouraging microbial activity in the soil.
Step three, stop using synthetic fertilizers. These
materials percolate through the ground into the water
table and contaminate our water supply. Feed your soil
with corn meal, dried molasses, compost, manure or a
commercial organic fertilizer.
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Pictures taken by the resident on Cheyenne in his back yard.

Evidence of the animals in our midst
As many of you have seen, we have had some wild life
visitors in our area. There have been numerous sightings
of fox – a mother fox and several baby fox – with pictures
to prove it. The city animal people were notified, and we
can report that one family of fox, mother, father and 5 babies,
have apparently moved on, and either moved to a new spot
or left our area completely. The pictures above were taken
of some members of the family who took refuge under the
back yard deck in the 1700 block of Cheyenne. They are no
longer there. Another report had a family of possibly a
mother fox and 3 young pups living under a shed in the
1100 block of Eton, and a more recent report of four fox in
the 1100 block of Grassmere and Pueblo.

feel affection for these little guys. The City reports there
have been NO reports of rabies in fox or any other
animals in Richardson in over 20 years.
Although these animals are not a threat to people and most
pets unless provoked, when there is a litter, the parents are
very, very protective. Caution your children to stay away!
Enjoy seeing them, but let them “do” their thing and move
on.
Whichever side you are on, it’s an example of the resilience
of creatures to adapt to the changes of their environment
and still thrive and exist. Isn’t nature a marvelous thing?
There have still been sightings of the fox, however there
are no longer any reports of the coyotes seen earlier in the
year. They probably have already moved on.

Some residents may feel concerned about the presence of
these “wild” animals in the area, while some others almost
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MINUTES June 1, 2003

MONTGOMERY
CONTRACTING

The meeting was called to order by Bernie at 7:05 p.m. in
the home of Marc Perlstein.

SPECIALIZING IN
BATHROOM UPDATES
KITCHEN UPDATES
PAINTING
SHEETROCK REPAIR
FENCES
WINDOW REPLACEMENT

•

Treasurer’s Report Helen reported that the Treasurer’s
Report expenses should not change much for the next
three months.

•

Old Business The Nominating Committee will meet by
mid-June. Bernie will look into a speaker or entertainers for the general meeting, which is scheduled at
Mohawk on September 16th at 7:30 p.m. The 4th of
July parade and picnic will need a permit for the parade sign, cones, and a squad car. The Reservation will
be providing the paper goods, decorations, and cooking. JJPHOA will be getting the food and ice.

ROOM ADDITIONS

Mark Montgomery
1116 Stratford Drive
972-234-6372
214-415-9466

Committee Reports

•

•

Membership Update
By Marc Perlstein, VP Membership
Please add the following new homeowner’s to your
directory:

•

Membership Bob Hutsler suggested thinking about
Santa visits. The topic was tabled and will be discussed
in October. Art Middle brook has the membership directory notebooks (ring binders).
Development The Homeowner’s Associations in the
proximity of UTD have met and discussed the recent
rock concert at UTD. Those HOAs will be interested
in bridge building with UTD to promote better relationships following the recent party experience.
Beautification There are a lot of pretty yards this year
making it more difficult to select yards of the month.
Newsletter There are nine paid ads.

David and Nancy de la Garza 1127 Edith Circle
phone: 972.783.6462

•

Julius and Suzanne Lee 1204 Huntington
phone: 972.671.4929

The next Homeowners Association Presidents meeting
will be June 17 at 7:00 a.m.
Next Board meetings:
July 6 Bob Hutsler 7:00 p.m., 7/5 newsletter
deadline
August 4 Bill Little 7:00 p.m., 8/1 newsletter
deadline

James Doggett 1206 Huntington
phone: 972-234-0198
Please welcome them to the neighborhood. Stop by and
introduce yourself. I know we have new folks who moved
into 1217 Stratford, since Earl and Brenda Hagn have moved
out of town. We are sorry to see them go, and will try and
introduce the new neighbors in the next issue.

The meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Suzanne Clark, Secretary

Don’t Call Me, I’ll Call You!

News from the City

Tired of the telemarketers calling you during dinner? Or
during your evening movie? Well, the government has finally
done something that makes sense! The brand-new National
Do Not Call Registry went into effect June 27. The site is, of
course, very busy. But it’s well worth the effort if it’s going
to stop all the unwanted phone calls. You can even register
cell phones. It will take approximately 3 months for this to
kick in.
You can register online at: www.donotcall.gov or you can
call 1-888-382-1222.
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•

The North Texas Municipal Water District supplies
water to Richardson and also handles waste disposal.
They are about to open a new landfill near Melissa.
Landfills are a major investment. As a result the city
may have to address waste collection rates for the first
time in a long time. Water rates are reviewed on a five
year cycle and they will be up for review this summer.

•

Sales tax revenue is very slightly better than was budgeted. Based on experience over the last few years the
budget uses a very conservative number.

J J PEARCE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses
For the Period September 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003
Month
Cash Receipts
Membership Dues
Dividends
Interest
Newsletter
Total
Expenses
Crime Watch
Metrocall
National Night Out
Membership
Annual Meeting
CPR Courses
Board Planning Meeting
Printing
Binders
Delivery
Social Events
December Decorations
Volunteer Party
Easter
Newsletter
Printing, etc.
Delivery
Postage
Other Expenses
Federal Income Tax
Contributions
Miscellaneous
Total
Net Income

Beginning Balances - 6/1/03
Add receipts
Less Disbursements
Ending Balances - 6/30/03

Year \to Date

12.12
0.11
40.00
52.23

21.24

21.00

Budget

4,975.00
147.88
0.11
1,290.00
6,412.99

5,250.00
200.00

210.40
41.64

212.40

34.00
127.00
181.55
304.96

50.00

30.00

750.00
6,200.00

200.00
200.00
100.00
30.00

123.89
249.87

100.00
275.00
150.00

143.50
60.00

2,565.22
660.00
18.50

2,635.00
660.00
18.50

-61.00

39.00

18.50
221.74
169.51

63.50
4,849.53
1,563.46

100.00
200.00
82.50
4,794.90
1,405.10

Checking
1,184.11
40.11
221.74
1,002.48

Vanguard
16,653.58
12.12
16,665.70

Respectfully Submitted, Helen Simon, Treasurer
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Totals
17,837.69
52.23
221.74
17,668.18

Board of Directors 2002 —2003
President
VP Development
VP Safety
VP Beautification

Bernie Mayoff
Bob Hutsler
Lynn Sanders
Bill Little

972-669-9169
972-235-1709
972-231-6890
972-690-6315

VP Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Marc Perlstein
Suzanne Clark
Helen Simon

Newsletter
Webmaster

Dee Russum
John Sadowski

972-907-9208
972-690-4673
972-234-2443
972-234-8009
972-235-1961
972-238-9826

bernie@mayoff.com
bobhutsler@attbi.com
sanderstx@aol.com
blclkc@aol.com
bill-l@telesisexpress.com (business)
mperl112@aol.com
shc70@aol.com
helen@simon-says.net
(business phone)
jrussum@aol.com
Jcsadowski@aol.com

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Dee Russum, 1102 Pueblo, phone 972-235-1961 or e-mail: jrussum@aol.com
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.
Business card (2 x 3 ½ “)
$10.00
¼ page
$20.00
½ page
$40.00
Full page
$75.00

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory

Local Events July-September include:
Date
July
20
August
3
5
17
20
30
September
2
14

16

Event/Location

Time/Place

Richardson Community Band Concert

7:00pm at Civic Center lawn

Richardson Community Band Concert
National Night Out
Richardson Community Band Concert
School begins
UTD Women’s Soccer vs U of Mary Hardin-Baylor

7:00pm at Civic Center lawn

7:00pm

Labor Day Holiday
UTD Men’s Soccer vs Trinity University

2:00pm

7:00pm at Civic Center lawn

Homeowners Association Annual Meeting7:30pm at Mohawk
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Attend National Night Out

Tuesday night August 5th

J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association
1411 Huntington
Richardson, Texas 75080

Board Meetings: August 4, 1212 Huntington, 7:00pm

General Meeting September 16, Mohawk Cafeteria, 7:30
Board meetings are open to all members

