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J. J. Pearce Homeowners  

Association Newsletter 

March 2016 

RISD To Hold Public Forum For Bond Proposal 

By G. Scott Waddell, President 

The Richardson ISD Board of Trus-

tees has called for a $437.1 million 

bond election to be held on May 7th, 

2016.  The bond would pay for multi-

ple enrichment, construction, and 

maintenance projects. 

RISD will  hold a series of Bond Update meetings to answer questions 

and obtain feedback from the community, the first of which will be held 

for the PHS Feeder.  Please make an effort to attend! 

Summer Watering 

Schedule Begins  

Next Month 

Beginning April 1, the City will 

move to its summer watering sched-

ule, allowing residents to water twice 

per week, with no watering between 

10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Residents with 

even addresses 

may water on 

Tuesdays and Sat-

urdays, while those 

with odd addresses may water on 

Wednesdays and Sundays.  Resi-

dents are encouraged to water only 

as much as needed.   

Source: www.cor.net/

waterconservation 

Easter Egg Hunt  
WHEN:  Saturday, March 26th,  9:00 a.m. 

WHERE:  Mohawk Playground 

The JJP HOA is excited to present our annual egg hunt 

again this year, organized by Jennifer and Joe Baker.  “Hop” 

on over with the family and enjoy candy filled eggs, prizes, 

and fun!  Special eggs win a special prize.  Children 10 and 

under are welcome to hunt.  Special area reserved just for 4 

year olds and younger.  In case of rain, go to the front of the 

J. J. Pearce Auditorium, under the portico.  See you there! 

 March 28th – Public Forum for PHS Feeder – 6:30pm at Preston-

wood Elementary (cafeteria) 

 April 6th – Public Forum for RHS Feeder – 6:30pm at Richardson HS 

(Black Box) 

 April 13th – Public Forum for LHHS Feeder – 6:30pm at Lake High-

lands HS (library) 

 April 21st – Public Forum for BHS Feeder – 6:30pm at Yale Elemen-

tary (cafeteria) 

For more information on the bond program, SEE DETAILS ON 

PAGE 3. 

http://www.cor.net/waterconservation
http://www.cor.net/waterconservation
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News From The City 

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor 

US-75 Plano Parkway Project  

  This spring, the Texas Department of 

Transportation (TxDOT) is expected to 

begin a ramp improvement project on 

US 75  between the President George 

Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and Park 

Boulevard.  The main components of the project will be: 

 Widening of the direct connector lanes from PGBT 

onto northbound US 75 and from southbound US 75 

onto PGBT 

 Adjusting the location of various on and off ramps 

on US 75  

 Widening the railroad bridge and Plano Parkway 

bridge 

 Adding a lane to the northbound exit to Park Boule-

vard 

Construction will commence in March/April pending 

all agreements are finalized and be completed by the end 

of 2018.  During the duration of construction, part of the 

HOV lane on US 75 will be used as a main lane since 

traffic will be shifted to the middle, southbound from 

McDermott Drive to PGBT and northbound between 

Galatyn Parkway and Park Boulevard.  City staff will 

coordinate with TxDOT on public announcements of 

construction impacts as the project proceeds. 

Healthiest Housing Markets Ranking  

For the second year in a row, Richardson has made the 

list of Top 10 Healthiest Housing Markets in Texas, 

compiled by SmartAsset, an online data company.  

Richardson ranked sixth.  Every city in the top 10 is 

located in the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex.  SmartAsset 

measured market health by average number of years 

residents spend in homes, home values, ease of sale and 

the costs associated with home ownership.  According to 

the study, Richardson homeowners have lived in their 

houses for an average of 12.7 years, the longest amount 

of any of the top 10 cities. 

Richardson Economic Development Part-

nership Update  

Richardson Chamber of Commerce staff gave the an-

nual report on the Richardson Economic Development 

Partnership (REDP) at the Monday February 8th City 

Council work session.  In 2015 Richardson experienced 

27 expansions/relocations, 6,315 new or retained jobs, 

new commercial occupancy of more than 1.3 million 

square feet.  2015 accolades included: 

 “No. 1 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Strategy 

among American Cities of the Future with popula-

tions less than 250,000” given by FDI Magazine 

 “No. 1 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) Strategy 

among American Cities of the Future with popula-

tions less than 250,000” given by FDI Magazine 

Senior Tax Exemption Update  

The City Council reviewed the city’s financial policy 

regarding the property tax exemption for Over 65 and 

Disabled Persons.  The policy states the city has a goal 

to maintain a tax benefit of approximately 30% of the 

average home value.  Currently 7,700 accounts that re-

ceive the exemption, which is 27.3% of total residential 

accounts.  The exemption has been $60,000 since tax 

year 2014 (2014-15 fiscal year).  Staff recommended 

increasing the exemption to $70,000 due to expected 

property value increases.  The City Council will vote on 

March 28th. 

New Parks Names  

Two new park names were approved Monday, Febru-

ary 22nd  by the City Council:  

 Collins Park, located near the intersection of East 

Collins Road and Alma Road, east of US 75 

 CityLine Park, just east of the CityLine/Bush Turn-

pike DART Station and north of Renner Road along 

Routh Creek Parkway 

Both parks will be under construction through August.  

When finished, Richardson will have 35 parks. 
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Blue Bag Letters Mailed This 

Month 

Residents should receive a 

letter in the mail this month from 

Mayor Paul Voelker that can be 

taken to one of several City fa-

cilities to be redeemed for two 

rolls of 26 blue recycling bags 

(52 total).  

Through the Blue Bag Program, homeowners can 

combine all of recyclable material into one bag and 

place it out for weekly pickup service. The City recycles 

all plastics #1-7 (with the exception of Styrofoam), and 

the also collects aluminum, tin, steel, empty aerosol 

cans, newspapers, mixed paper, plastic grocery bags, 

paper grocery bags, magazines, catalogs, corrugated 

cardboard, paperboard/chipboard, phone books, junk 

mail, glass containers (clear and all color glass) and pots 

and pans.  

Source: www.cor.net/recycling. 

 

Chlorine Maintenance Planned 

The North Texas Municipal Water District (NTMWD) 

will conduct chlorine maintenance on its water transmis-

sion system and customer cities’ distribution systems for 

a 28-day period from March 7-April 4. As a member 

city, Richardson receives its water from NTMWD.  The 

maintenance does not affect water quality, and water 

remains safe for use. Consumers who are sensitive to 

taste and odor changes in drinking water might notice a 

slight change during this period. This palatability change 

does not alter the quality of the drinking water. This 

maintenance allows water suppliers to maintain the cor-

rect level of chlorine residual in their systems while 

minimizing flushing and conserving water. 

NTMWD continuously monitors water quality to en-

sure it meets or exceeds state and federal standards. If 

water tests indicate, the disinfectant concentration has 

dissipated to levels that would affect water quality, wa-

ter suppliers will flush the water within the pipes so that 

water with a higher level of disinfectant is present. Wa-

ter providers must maintain water quality that is safe for 

human consumption and use.  For more more infor-

mation, visit www.ntmwd.com. 

http://www.cor.net/recycling
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Beautification 

By Whit Hyde, VP of Beautification 

I love this time of year. Great weather and everything 

starting to bloom. And yes, Yard of the Month will be 

starting up soon!   Speaking of yards - if you mow your 

own lawn please read on - if not…. check out Callo-

way’s Corner!  

For those of you that handle your own lawn equipment 

it’s about time to de-winterize and prep for the mowing 

season. Don’t forget to empty out the old gasoline if you 

did not actually “winterize” your equipment. Gasoline 

deteriorates after about 30 days and can gum up carbure-

tors and fuel lines. Using a fuel stabilizer  (like Sta-bil )  

will extend freshness and help reduce absorption of 

moisture by the fuel. Avoid high ethanol fuels – look for 

E10 rating or lower. Ethanol absorbs moisture, which 

leads to trouble with equipment starting. I’m not an ex-

pert – but I do pay them handsomely when my equip-

ment breaks down :)   

 

Calloway’s Corner  

Timely Tips for March 

Gardeners  

  One of the busiest gardening 

months of the year is here!  

March is the time to clean up, fix up, prune, fertilize, 

check irrigation systems and PLANT!!!  March weather 

can be very fickle – it could still freeze since the average 

last freeze is mid-March or it could be very balmy and 

pleasant.  You can’t predict the weather in Texas.  

March is a great month to plant almost every kind of 

landscape plant.  The sooner you plant, the quicker the 

plant will start getting established.  This is important if 

the plants are to do well through the hot, stressful sum-

mer.  Calloway’s/Cornelius Nursery are receiving week-

ly shipments of fresh nursery stock and this is the prime 

time to buy and plant. 

Do not be too eager to apply fertilizer to your warm 

season lawn grasses (St. Augustine and Bermuda); it is 

best to wait until April. Spring green-up results from 

nutrients that were stored by the grass last; fall proving 

importance of fall fertilization.  Pushing the lawn too 

hard in the early spring could result in a weaker root 

system going into summer. 

Allow foliage on spring bulbs such as daffodils to die 

back and dry before removing to create food for next 

year’s plants. 

A few great early season flower choices are sweet 

alyssum, geraniums, stocks, snapdragons and petunias. 

If you missed applying the pre-emergent weed pre-

venter in February, then go ahead and make an applica-

tion now.  You may miss a portion of the weeds which 

germinate in early Spring but it may still control many 

of the types that germinate in the warmer part of the 

year. 

Prune back overgrown ground cover such as English 

ivy and Asian jasmine to maintain the height you prefer.  

Do this before new growth begins. 

Begin fertilizing roses every 4 to 6 weeks now until 

September with Calloway’s Rose Food.  Continue to 

feed pansies and other cool season annuals to extend 

their bloom season. 

Keep frost cloth on hand and cover tender plants to 

protect from freezing weather. 

Have your irrigation system checked.  Converting your 

beds to drip irrigation or changing your watering cycles 

to water deeply but less frequently will keep your water 

bill low and help conserve water. 

Information courtesy of Calloway's Nursery 

©2016, www.calloways.com. 
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Development 

By Kristen Ceaser 

Spring brings a continued buzz around the 

City of Richardson!  

Richardson Restaurant Park  

Food, food and a little more food! It appears that eve-

rywhere you turn in Richardson there is a new restaurant 

putting its stamp in the city… and the Richardson Res-

taurant Park isn’t missing a beat! 

Located on the site of the former Continental Inn, off 

US-75 between Belt Line and Spring Valley Rd., the 

Restaurant Park will ultimately be home for up to seven 

restaurants with easily accessible walkways and a cen-

tral plaza with a fountain.  

A few restaurants have already jumped on board. The 

Rock Wood Fired Kitchen & Spirits will provide a rock-

and-roll themed atmosphere serving everything from 

pizza to steak & burgers (www.therockwfk.com). 

VertsKebap is an Austin-based fast-casual chain that 

serves wraps, salads and sandwiches 

(www.vertskebap.com). Finally, Dog Haus, a gourmet 

hot dog, sausage and burger chain is also joining in the 

fun (www.doghaus.com). 

The Restaurant Park is projected to open later this 

year. 

Helping Agencies Serving Richardson  

H.A.S.R. strives to provide a forum for better commu-

nication, coordination and cooperation amongst non-

profits serving the Richardson community.  

Are you part of a local nonprofit that may benefit from 

connecting with others to share ideas, collaborate on 

programs and learning about other services available? If 

so, please visit the H.A.S.R. website at www.hasr-

richardson.org to learn more and join them in 2016! 

Just around the Corner…  

Just a reminder about a few exciting events coming up 

in the City of Richardson! 

Annual Trash Bash – Saturday, April 16 

Cottonwood Arts Festival – May 7-8 

Wildflower! Arts & Music Festival – May 20-22 

 

http://www.therockwfk.com
http://www.vertskebap.com
http://www.doghaus.com
http://www.hasr-richardson.org
http://www.hasr-richardson.org
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Safety 

By: Michael Ward Sr., VP Safety 

Crime Watch Patrols Are an Extension of the 

Neighborhood Crime Watch Programs 

The Richardson Police Department will be conduct-

ing a Crime Watch Patrol Class on March 23rd, 2016 

at 10:00am to 2:00pm. For information: 972-744-4955 

Or to apply: 

http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?recordid=155&page=68 

“When a particular geographical area becomes in-

volved in Crime Watch, the Crime Prevention Unit can 

designate a Crime Watch Patrol Area. A coordinator is 

established and area residents are then sought for patrol 

members. The patrol members then attend mandatory 

Crime Watch Patrol Training. Upon successful comple-

tion of the patrol training, area residents then volunteer 

their time and vehicles to patrol their neighborhoods and 

report all suspicious activities to the Police Department. 

Crime Watch Patrol members are prohibited from car-

rying any type of weapons while patrolling, including 

CHL holders that become members.  This program is to 

observe and report activity only.  

The City of Richardson supplies patrols with reflective 

vests and Crime Watch Patrol magnetic vehicle signs to 

increase the visibility of the patrol.  

In the Richardson Heights neighborhood, we initially 

saw an 83% decrease in residential burglaries. The Rich-

ardson Heights residents have been active since 1992. 

There are currently over 600 citizens actively participat-

ing in the Crime Watch Patrol program. Patrols are ac-

tive in Arapaho/Waterview Preservation, Breckinridge 

Park East, Breckinridge Park West, Canyon Creek, Col-

lege Park/Town North Park II,Cottonwood Heights, 

Crowley Park, Duck Creek, Fairways of Sherrill Park, 

Foxboro, Glenville Park, Greenwood Hills, Heights 

Park, Highland Terrace, North College Park, Northrich, 

J J Pearce, Reservation, Reserve at Sharp Lake, Richard-

son Heights, Richland Park, Springridge, University 

Estates North, and Yale Park.” 

Source: http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?page=512 

http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?recordid=155&page=68
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Social Media Pulse 

 

A friendly smile, a love for JJP and a few ex-

tra minutes each month…  

That’s all it takes to welcome our newest 

neighbors! JJPHOA is committed to assuring 

each resident feels welcome and at home. Part 

of this small outreach involves delivering a 

small gift basket to new neighbors, which is 

often filled with information from the city, a 

few trinkets, maybe a coupon to a local eatery, 

etc… We are looking for a few extra hands to 

help gather and deliver these small gifts! 

If you are interested, please contact Emily 

McMurtrey at membership@jjphoa.com or 

Kristen Ceaser at development@jjphoa.com to 

learn more about how you can be involved! 

Thanks for considering! 

mailto:membership@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
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February 23, 2016 Minutes 

JJPHOA Board Meeting  

On Tuesday, February 23, 2016 the JJPHOA Board 

meeting was called to order at 7:03pm at G. Scott 

Waddell’s office at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705, Rich-

ardson, Texas.  Those in attendance were:  G. Scott 

Waddell, Greg Immel, Emily and Russell McMurtrey, 

Kristen Ceaser, Whit Hyde, Sue Caldwell and visitor, 

Bill Griffin. 

Bill Griffin came to the meeting to inform the Board 

about a new publication that will be introduced bimonth-

ly to the J.J. Pearce/Reservation area with a March/April 

issue.  He is currently in ad sales for “Canyon Creek 

Life”, a publication delivered to 2800 homes in the Can-

yon Creek/Prairie Creek area.  In this second publication 

he explained it would support, write about, and coordi-

nate the Mohawk area neighborhood and be completely 

supported by advertisements.  The Board discussed how 

the new publication would affect the J.J. Pearce HOA 

newsletter and its advertising revenue stream. 

Secretary’s Report:  The Board approved the January 

20, 2016 Board/Planning meeting minutes. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Greg Immel discussed the pro-

posed JJPHOA 2016 budget with the Board.  Since two 

major costs within the budget have not been agreed up-

on, the Board delayed its final approval and tabled it. 

Greg suggested that a proposal for irrigation repairs be 

approved and the Board decided to table the proposal 

until investigated further.  

Old Business  

Park Dedication Reschedule:  The rescheduling of 

the thank you to park donors that was postponed last 

December due to weather was tabled.  It was suggested 

that it could be combined with a future park event. 

Easter Egg Hunt:  Sue Caldwell reminded the Board 

that the EEH would be Saturday, March 26th at 9am at 

the Mohawk playground and was being organized by 

Jennifer and Joe Baker this year.  She asked the Board to 

attend the event and to come at 8am to help if needed. 

Community Edition—Communication 

System 

Russell McMurtrey proposed that the HOA subscribe 

to the “Association Voice” on a trial basis.  Before a 

decision could be made, it was suggested that he send an 

email to Board members that would include a link to the 

service and also include the costs for this all-

encompassing service.  

New Business  

RISD Bond Election:  The RISD Bond Proposal elec-

tion will be Saturday, May 7th.  G. Scott stressed to the 

Board to get the community out to vote and that early 

voting would possibly be at Mohawk.  Kristen suggested 

a future article about the Bond Proposal be in the news-

letter and Russell said that a constant contact could be 

sent out about the election data.  

Magazine Discussion:  G. Scott suggested Board 

members email each other their thoughts concerning the 

new publication and its effect on the JJPHOA newsletter 

and also benefits that could be possible.  It was also sug-

gested to meet with Bill Griffin again to voice these con-

cerns.  

Funding for JJP HOA  

Friends of the Park:  G. Scott suggested a “Friends of 

the Park” sponsorship as a fund-raiser for the park that 

would possibly include benefits for the donor. 

JJP HOA Community Alliance Partnership:  G. 

Scott suggested another fund-raiser idea of a 

“Community Alliance Partnership” for area businesses.  

It could include community edition advertisers with pos-

sible discount codes or coupons.  

Committee Reports 

Development:  Kristen Ceaser reported that she spoke 

with Bill Griffin when she found out about the new pub-

lication coming to our area and set up his visit to the 

Board meeting. 

Beautification:  Whit Hyde said he needed to get the 

Yard of the Month signs from the storage unit since 

YOM will begin in April. 

Newsletter:  Russell McMurtrey told the Board that 

the March newsletter deadline would be March 7th. 

Membership:  The Board discussed the effectiveness 

of the January letter composed by Kristen to invite non-

member residents to join the JJPHOA, since member-

ship continues throughout the year even after the official 

drive ends.  It was suggested that Board members rein-

force the Block Captain’s job of greeting residents and 

to welcome them to join the HOA. It was noted that bet-

ter communication is needed to pass along new resident 

information to the membership chairman so the mem-

bership file can be updated.  Russell said that someone is 

needed to put together the “Welcome Baskets” for new 

JJP area residents. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:45pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sue Caldwell, Secretary, JJPHOA 
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Newsletter Advertising 

 
Business ads must be paid for in advance.  Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.        

 Contact  Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com 

                   Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.     

 Monthly Rate Yearly Rate 

Business card     (2 x 3 ½ “) $12.00      $132.00 

¼ page $24.00               $264.00 

½ page $48.00               $528.00     

Full page $85.00          $935.00 

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory. 

Board of Directors and Committee 

President G. Scott Waddell 972-644-1412 president@jjphoa.com 

VP Development Kristen Ceaser 972-207-4511 development@jjphoa.com 

VP Safety Michael Ward, Sr 972-768-1447 safety@jjphoa.com 

VP Beautification Whit Hyde 214-478-4295 beautification@jjphoa.com 

VP Membership Emily McMurtrey 972-743-9562 membership@jjphoa.com 

Secretary Susan Caldwell 972-231-0702 secretary@jjphoa.com 

Treasurer Greg Immel 972-234-2981 treasurer@jjphoa.com 

Editor Russell McMurtrey 214-227-7549 editor@jjphoa.com 

Webmaster John Sadowski 972-238-9826 jjphoa@gmail.com 

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission 

in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files.  www.jjphoa.com 

 
March   

25 RISD Student Holiday  

26 JJP HOA Easter Egg Hunt 9am @ Mohawk Playground 

27 Easter Sunday  

28 RISD Bond Update Public Forum for PHS Feeder  6:30pm @ Prestonwood Ele-

mentary (cafeteria) 

April   

1 Summer Watering Schedule Begins  

3 Richardson Community Band “Spring Fling” (free) 3:00pm @ Eisemann Center 

16 COR Annual Trash Bash  

18 Tax Day 2016 (Not the 15th due to Emancipation Day holiday)  

   

mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:president@jjphoa.com
mailto:development@jjphoa.com
mailto:safety@jjphoa.com
mailto:beautification@jjphoa.com
mailto:membership@jjphoa.com
mailto:secretary@jjphoa.com
mailto:treasurer@jjphoa.com
mailto:editor@jjphoa.com
mailto:jjphoa@gmail.com
http://www.jjphoa.com
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J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association 

1120 Chesterton 

Richardson, TX  75080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting:  7:00 pm, March 29th, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705 

All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting 


