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News from the City
•

•

•
•

the map shown here. You can find a map and the current
ordinances in the Neighborhood section of our website,
www.jjphoa.org. The city has just added an interactive
map feature to its website, www.cor.net, that will allow
you to view an aerial photo of the area and actual placement of the existing buildings.

As reported last month, both rating agencies have
maintained the City’s excellent credit rating. Additionally, their assessments note a “stable outlook”
which is further recognition of good financial management of the City. There is a much, much larger
nearby city that did not receive as favorable an outlook.
The October Cottonwood Art Festival drew 230 artists and approximately $1.25M worth of artwork was
sold. Hotel occupancy and revenue was also positively impacted by the Art Festival. The City finances benefit from all of this.
The Corporate Challenge athletic competitions raised
$39,000 for Special Olympics.
DART parking lots at Arapaho and at Spring Valley
show high occupancy during the week, and trains are
busy on weekends too. This benefits the riders and
also everyone who breathes.

Reasons favoring a zoning change
• The bank would construct a one-story building, rather
than the two-story building that is permitted by current zoning.
• The building would be set further from Campbell
Road and closer to Jonsson Boulevard.
• The north side of Campbell Road could have a few
more two-story buildings east of the ISOA building if
a single-story bank building is not built on this property. A single-story bank building would ameliorate
some of this.
Reasons opposing a zoning change
• Current zoning was carefully and thoughtfully negotiated, and compromises thoughtfully made, to protect all of the area residents. Nullifying part of that
agreement sets the stage for nullifying all of it and
opens the door to any number of zoning issues.
• A drive-through with a driveway on Campbell and
another driveway on Jonsson Boulevard will effectively become another street between Campbell and
Jonsson Boulevard. This impacts traffic on westbound Campbell Road and creates a danger zone for
Campbell Road traffic and for cars entering or leaving the driveway.
• Traffic slowdowns and U-turns on Campbell Road
make entrance and exit from Edith Circle even more
difficult and more dangerous.
• Permitting one driveway sets a precedent for allowing additional driveways. An example of the impact
and dangers of too many driveways too close together is the Promenade shopping center.
• When the vacant land east of the Tom Thumb complex and the properties along Jonsson Boulevard are
developed Lake Park Boulevard will become a more
significant access road to those properties. Jonsson
Road between Lake Park Boulevard and Waterview
Parkway was designed with that in mind, with the
concept that Jonsson Boulevard is the front entryway
into buildings constructed along Jonsson Boulevard.

Campbell Road Zoning

Last month this newsletter mentioned a request for a potential zoning change for the property on the north side of
Campbell Road and east of the ISOA building. The realtor involved was very considerate and contacted our Association for an opinion before pursuing the project. The
feedback we’ve received from residents has been neutral
on the idea of a bank occupying that property, and just
about 100% opposed to a zoning change that would permit a driveway on Campbell Road into that property.
We’ve provided that feedback to the realtor and the project will be dropped. Below is a summary of the reasons
for and against permitting the zoning change. The ISOA
building is located approximately north of Violet Place on

Several people suggested that an alternate, and more desirable, site for a bank would be the corner of Lake Park
and Jonsson. There are deed restrictions, as part of the
Community Credit Union land, that prohibit another
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$33.4M worth of bonds for Streets and Drainage; $7.4M
for Neighborhood Vitality; $17.9M for Parks and Recreation; and $19.2M for Public Buildings. Those bonds are
formally known as General Obligation (GO) bonds. But a
funny thing happens as soon as the City sells a bond. The
bond starts earning interest when it is sold, so the City
must pay that interest as well as make payments on the
principal – just like any other debt.

banking institution from being built that close to Community Credit Union.
Other plans underway for the land north of Campbell
Road are the condominium office park planned west of
the ISOA building, and plans to build a two-story, owner
occupied office building on another parcel west of ISOA.

Before a bond is sold, the City does an analysis to see
how much debt we can afford to carry. Just like an individual with too much credit card debt, if the City takes on
too much debt at one time it can lead to disaster. By balancing debt against the ability to make payments on the
debt the City has been able to achieve and maintain an
“outstanding” credit rating. Of course that means the City
can get favorable interest rates, which in turn makes more
projects affordable. But it doesn’t mean that everything
can be done at once, and those are the tough, often frustrating, choices that must be made. The table below
shows the status of these GO bond programs.
Streets and Drainage
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We had considered having an Association meeting to discuss the issues, but it appears that that will not be necessary at this time. We’ve heard from no one favoring a
zoning change to permit the driveway. This article summarizes the arguments for and against supporting a zoning
change. Based on our feedback the proposal is being
dropped and development consistent with existing zoning
should be expected eventually. If you have strong feelings in favor of changing the zoning please let Bernie or
any other member of our Association Board know.

GO’s, CO’s and Our Streets and Alleys

•
•
•

News flash: Planning is underway for improvements to
the alleys north of Pueblo and north of Melrose. Construction should begin in the spring. Street and waterline
reconstruction in the 1100 block of Stratford and the 1300
block of Chesterton should begin next summer.

$33.4M authorized
$13.8M remaining to be sold
41 alleys completed
27 alleys underway
13 alleys remaining in the program
17 major roadway projects completed
2 roadway projects underway
7 traffic signal improvement projects completed
Traffic management center completed
School Zone flasher system upgraded
Red light enhancements underway
3 bridge and flood projects completed
11 bridge and flood projects underway (the Melrose
bridge over Cottonwood Creek has presented design
challenges which require further study)
7 bridge and flood projects remain
20 erosion projects completed
15 erosion projects underway

Neighborhood Vitality
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our alleys are among 27 alley improvement projects currently underway in the city. 41 alleys have already been
repaired using funds from the Bond Program that voters
approved in 1997. This raises the question about why it
has taken so long, and why other capital
improvement projects are still not complete, or even begun. Didn’t the $77.9M Bond approval provide funds to
complete these capital improvement projects and a lot
more?
The answer is “sort of”. Or “yes, but”. Or maybe even
“yes”. It all depends on your time frame, and on the
economy. The Bond program authorized the City to sell
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$7.4M authorized
$1.9M remaining to be sold
1,587 sidewalk repairs completed
195 sidewalks underway
No sidewalk funds are left
4 screening wall projects are complete
2 screening walls are currently underway
3 screening wall projects remain
13 entry features are complete
17 entry features are currently underway
12 entry features remain in the program (we are in
the queue for future programs)
17 bridge aesthetics locations remain in the program

Parks and Recreation

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

$17.9M authorized
$12.1M remaining to be sold
19 projects completed
23 projects currently underway (including plans to
improve the Heights Park playground and renovate
the Heights Recreation Center)
21 projects remain in the program

Whenever possible/practical, utilize the “worst first”
approach to funding projects
Among the new projects to be funded the one that
would be most visible to us is the continued improvement of Arapaho Road from Central to West
Shore.

Lennox Center
We’ve received a letter from Lennox Center thanking us
for our cooperation in the zoning change request for the
interior setbacks. The letter states: “This was a detail
oversight on the part of the architect of the drafting of
the original ordinance relative to approval of the conceptual land use plan. If left unchanged, it would have been a
major obstacle to development of additional phases of
retail on the remaining land.” Specifically, without the
change they would not have been able to build on the
grass parcel behind Tom Thumb facing Home Depot, and
they would not have been able construct one of the buildings that was approved in the conceptual plan that was
originally approved for the vacant land at the northeast
corner of the existing buildings.

Public Buildings
• $19.2M authorized
• $2.8M remaining to be sold
• 9 building projects completed
• $872,000 allocated for library books
• 3 building projects remain in the program
• Fire training facility / burn tower
• City Hall renovations
• Library books
What about emergencies or special opportunities?
The City can also issue Certificates of Obligation (CO).
CO’s are like bonds, but they are authorized by the City
Council, rather than by the voters. The Richardson City
Council tries to use CO’s only for emergency or extraordinary capital projects. They also use CO’s to take advantage of matching grants or other special funding opportunities. These have been used for alley and sewer
utility repairs; street and waterline repairs; flood prevention; urban lakes; park projects; and the new Municipal
Court complex.

They also mention that four new businesses have opened
within the last few weeks. They are the Styling Place,
Cappuccino’s, Fresco Italian Ice Cream and Edward
Jones. Additionally, leases were recently signed to add a
restaurant next door to Hasson’s Jewelers and a 40-station
styling salon in the space next to Eve’s Fitness.

Pavillion developments
Cafe Fino, a casual pizza and pasta restaurant has moved
into the space where Schlotsky’s was, near Cindy’s on the
southwest corner. A new home interior store, Europa
Décor, has also opened on that corner of Coit and Campbell, near Al’s Formal Wear. The site of the former Bogart Golf center, on the southeast corner, will reopen as a
Creole restaurant. Wild About Harry's has reopened on
that corner too. Extreme Dance has opened in the Pavillion northwest corner. Extreme Dance provides all types
of dances lessons for everyone from toddlers to seniors. Also in Pavillion North, Burger House has opened
and the Rockfish expansion will be finished and ready to
open by the first of the year.

Among those projects are Campbell Road improvements
from Coit to Jupiter and the Spring Valley underpass.
What’s next?
Between the GO Bond projects and the projects funded by
CO’s and other sources of supplemental funding, the City
has undertaken 312 Capital Improvement Projects totaling
$122.7M since the 1997 Bond Program was approved.
That is about $25M per year, which is aggressive for a
City our size.
The Bond Program funded 237
of the projects, totaling $47.4M. Another 75 major projects, totaling $75.3M, are covered by Supplemental
Funding, but the City’s share of that Supplemental Funding is only 36% or $27.5M. In other words, the City was
able to take advantage of $47.8M provided by other
sources.

Neighborhood Shops
We have two new advertisers this month, both with shops
in the Lennox Center (Tom Thumb) shopping center. The
lure of grandchildren who live in Texas brought Mo and
Susan Hasson back home to Texas after 20 years spent
building a successful jewelry business in Nashville.
Susan can hand string pearls and Mo can tailor a piece to
meet your needs. Stop by to look at their new and antique jewelry, and their antique brass cash register, or just
to welcome these friendly native Texans back home.
Their heritage in the jewelry business dates back to 1904
when Susan’s family opened a jewelry store across fromthe Alamo. Hasson’s Jewelers is located a few doors west
of The Abbey.

The City’s financial plan looks like it can cover the issuance of another $3M in bonds for Capital Improvement
Projects. The City Council’s priorities are to:
• Preserve the commitments made under the 1997
Bond Program
• Supplemental CO’s are not considered a desirable
source of funding at this time
• Neighborhood projects (e.g., alleys and streets)
should be given high priority
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Greetings from Bill Little,
VP Beautification

John Gould staffs the new Edward Jones office, around
the corner from the Tom Thumb store, facing east.
After 11 years in the telecom Industry John switched careers to become an investment representative for the Edward Jones company. John grew up in north Texas, and
living just up the road in Plano, picked this area to set up
his office. John has an incredible memory for names and
faces, and a warm, friendly personality. If you have questions about what to do with the millions you’ve been storing under the mattress, or what to do when you win the
lottery, John can help. In fact, with his training and the
resources that the company provides to John, he is able to
offer advice and assistance to those of us who only dream
of being a millionaire and are starting from a much more
modest beginning.

I have enjoyed the duties of judging the yards for the past
three years. You have always presented me with numerous yards that would qualify every month. It has always
been a very difficult decision to make each month. I am
very proud of each of the winners and we all should congratulate each of them for helping to make our neighborhood so pleasant to drive through. The winners of the
yard of the month this year were as follows:

Membership Drive Continues
Marc Perlstein, VP Membership
I want to thank everyone who has sent in their dues and
membership forms for 2003. If you have not joined nor
renewed the JJ Pearce HOA, please do it now. Every year
the Association prints a directory of members. It takes
quite a while to verify and update the information for this
directory, so the sooner we hear from you, the sooner we
can go to print.
Congratulations to all the residents of Mimosa Drive.
They have a 100% renewal rate -- a total of one house!
Great going Art and Bev Middlebrook.
I also want to thank everyone who made suggestions for
the newsletter and/or the neighborhood. We will be discussing your ideas at the next Board meeting.
Again, if you have paid your dues, thank you. If not,
please do so as soon as possible so the Homeowners Association is able to continue to provide holiday events and
decorations, telephone alert line, crime and safety updates, as well as our other valuable services for the
neighborhood.

APRIL
1301 Huntington
1411 Chesterton
1200 Eton
1702 Cheyenne
1131 Edith Circle

James and Amy Drumwright
Don and Wanda Heaton
Mike and Robyn Kassab
Jim and Susan Kennedy
Randy and Renee Linn

MAY
1205 Huntington
1902 Lilac Court
1101 Stratford
1220 Grassmere
1214 Chesterton

Jim & Mary Jo Pinac
Lynn Lambert
Jay & Grace Hatch
Jim & Darlene Welborne
Vince & Judi Girolamo

JUNE
1411 Chesterton
1213 Huntington
1128 Pueblo
1216 Stratford
1904 Violet Place

Don & Wanda Heaton
Brad & Cindy Neighbor
Bill & Marty Vehslage
Charles & Judi McGregor
Brian & Stephanie Fisher

JULY
1108 Chesterton
1216 Huntington
1602 Cheyenne
1215 Eton
1094 Edith

Mark & Dana Bulba
Nasri & Sumaya Fanous
Kyle & Kim Hearon
Issa & Suzanne Saadidin
Bob & Pam DeVoll

AUGUST
1101 Chesterton
1101 Huntington
1206 Stratford
1606 Cheyenne
1129 Edith Cir

Paul & Jenny Rosendahl
Scott & Margaret Bell
Carl & Carol Benson
Bob & Naomi Levinson
Stanley & Dorcus Helms

SEPTEMBER
1118 Chesterton
1119 Huntington
1114 Pueblo
1116 Eton
1119 Edith

Bill & Margaret Wilkinson
Ross & Sara Robertson
Steve & Deborah Caraway
David & Linda Bowen
Eric & Janet Strong

I will be judging the Holiday lighting starting December
14. I always enjoy the challenge of finding the best of the
best. We always have so many of our neighbors putting so
much effort into making their yards and our neighborhood
worth the time to visit.
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Crime Talk by Lynn Sanders, VP Safety

of it cannot be returned to the rightful owners because it
cannot be positively linked to one of the various reports of
stolen holiday decorations. Yes, it's hard to mark a strand
of lights and most ornaments. But we ought to at least
mark those expensive and sometimes sentimental decorations. Just use an indelible marker to put your drivers license number somewhere on the item (TX DL
111222333). That way, if the police acquire the item
somehow, they will note the marking and contact you for
recovery.

Fortunately, there isn't a whole lot that has happened recently in our HOA area, so I'm going to cover that and
then close with several items of general interest.
Sometime between 8 AM and 4:30 PM on October 3,
someone entered a garage in the 1100 block of Pueblo and
stole three shotguns. The residents were away at the time,
and reported that the garage door had been down. However, it was noted that the door opening mechanism is
very old and it is possible to manually open the door from
the outside. Let's learn from this unfortunate incident, and
check those garage doors.

The second episode of the Richardson Police Department
TV show CopShop is now being broadcast. You may remember that the first episode covered the ever-popular
pigeon drop scam that usually targets our elderly. This
second episode introduces a new segment called Crime
Watch Corner and focuses on Neighborhood, Apartment,
and Business Crime Watches. Be sure to watch it during
one the following viewing opportunities. It will be run for
several weeks, so if you can't get to it right away, make a
note to catch it later. Channel 14-A: Monday - Friday,
1:30 PM and 11 PM. Channel 14-A: Saturday/Sunday, 10
AM. Channel 30: Monday - Sunday, 9 AM, 3 PM, and 7
PM.

Yikes! A resident in the 1200 block of Chesterton had
their 2001 Honda broken into and burglarized for the second time this year. It happened sometime in the early
morning hours of October 5. The thieves stole both airbag
units, the entire center console, the fuel injection unit, and
then just couldn't resist the set of golf clubs that were inside. Honda vehicles are a particularly popular target for
parts thieves. If you own one, put it in the garage at night,
and park it in very visible places during the day.
Hey, watch out for this tenacious Crime Watch Coordinator (CWC). A little before midnight on November 1, two
young men were racing their cars down the 1300/1400
blocks of Huntington. As one of our Crime Watch Coordinators was leaving the car and getting ready to walk up
the sidewalk, one of the racers decided to jump the curb
and drive across several front yards. The CWC jumped
back in the car and followed them until they stopped in
Dallas. The CWC recorded their license plate numbers,
returned home, and called the police. I don't know what
the outcome was, but the homes of both drivers received a
nice little visit by our RPD Officers. The CWC said, "I'm
all for kid fun, but the fun stops when damage occurs, and
serious injury could have occurred". Good job and thanks
to this Crime Watch Coordinator.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has
designated November 24-30 as "American Buckles Up
Children Week". There will be an information blitz and
focused enforcement on motor vehicle child restraints.
And finally, I want to close with a very brief reminder of
two very prevalent types of crime in Richardson; distraction theft of a lady's purse or wallet, and burglary of motor vehicles. I won't even get into the details since I have
written about these so many times. The key to not becoming a victim of distraction theft of your purse or wallet is
to NEVER EVER let your purse be out of your physical
or visual contact, especially if you are unexpectedly "distracted". On burglary of your motor vehicle, you can significantly reduce your chances of becoming a victim if
you NEVER EVER leave something of value, or perceived value, visible in your unoccupied vehicle. Stereo
CD players, etc can be at least partially protected by putting the vehicle in your garage when it is at home.

While we're at it, here's another Crime Watch success
story, but not from our neighborhood. In the middle of the
afternoon mid October, alert crime watchers in the 800
block of Lockwood called police after observing two
young men in a jeep acting suspiciously. They had observed the jeep going slowly up and down the street several times, and decided to record the license number in
case it might be needed later. Good thinking. The two
men parked at one end of the street, and not realizing the
police were already on the way, began walking between
the houses and were even seen looking into the bedroom
window of one home. About that time, the police arrived
and the men fled. They were caught and arrested in an
alley as they were trying to work their way back to the
jeep. It is unknown what type of crime they were up to
(peeping, burglary, etc), but whatever it was, was foiled
by these observant and alert crime watchers. Excellent!

That's it for now. Use your head, be alert, and be watchful.

Each year the police end up with impounded holiday
decorations that are recovered in unrelated arrests. Most
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Arlington Cemetery and The Tomb of the Unknowns
War II Unknown was selected from remains exhumed
from cemeteries in Europe, Africa, Hawaii and the Philippines.

The Tomb of the
Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington,
Va., is also known as
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and
has actually never
been officially named. The Tomb of the Unknowns stands
atop a hill overlooking Washington, D.C.

Two unknowns from World War II, one from the European Theater and one from the Pacific Theater, were
placed in identical caskets and taken aboard the USS
Canberra, a guided-missile cruiser resting off the Virginia
capes. Navy Hospitalman 1st Class William R. Charette,
then the Navy's only active-duty Medal of Honor recipient, selected the Unknown Soldier of World War II. The
remaining casket received a solemn burial at sea.

On March 4, 1921, Congress approved the burial of an
unidentified American soldier from World War I in the
plaza of the new Memorial Amphitheater.

Four unknown Americans who died in the Korean War
were disinterred from the National Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii. Army Master Sgt. Ned Lyle made the
final selection and the others were reburied. The caskets
from Korea and World War II arrived in Washington on
May 28, 1958, where they lay in the Capitol Rotunda until
May 30.

The white marble sarcophagus has a flat-faced form and
is relieved at the corners and along the sides by neoclassic pilasters, or columns, set into the surface. Sculpted
into the east panel, which faces Washington, D.C., are
three Greek figures representing Peace, Victory, and
Valor. Inscribed on the back of the Tomb are the words:

That morning, they were carried on caissons to Arlington
National Cemetery. President Eisenhower awarded each
the Medal of Honor, and the Unknowns were interred in
the plaza beside their comrade of World War I.

HERE RESTS IN
HONORED GLORY
AN AMERICAN
SOLDIER
KNOWN BUT TO GOD

The Unknown of Vietnam
The Unknown service member from the Vietnam War
was designated by Medal of Honor recipient U.S. Marine
Corps Sgt. Maj. Allan Jay Kellogg Jr. during a ceremony
at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, May 17, 1984.

The Tomb sarcophagus was placed above the grave of the
Unknown Soldier of World War I. West of the World
War I Unknown are the crypts of unknowns from World
War II, Korea and Vietnam. Those three graves are
marked with white marble slabs flush with the plaza.

The Vietnam Unknown was transported aboard the USS
Brewton to Alameda Naval Base, Calif. The remains were
sent to Travis Air Force Base, Calif., May 24. The Vietnam Unknown arrived at Andrews Air Force Base, Md.,
the next day.

The Unknown of World War I
On Memorial Day, 1921, four unknowns were exhumed
from four World War I American cemeteries in France.
U.S. Army Sgt. Edward F. Younger, who was wounded in
combat, highly decorated for valor and recipient of the
Distinguished Service Medal in "The Great War, the war
to end all wars," selected the Unknown Soldier of World
War I from four identical caskets at the city hall in Chalons-sur-Marne, France, Oct. 24, 1921.

President Reagan presided over the funeral, and presented
the Medal of Honor to the Vietnam Unknown. The president also acted as next of kin by accepting the interment
flag at the end of the ceremony. The interment flags of all
Unknowns at the Tomb of the Unknowns are on view in
the Memorial Display Room.

Sgt. Younger selected the unknown by placing a spray of
white roses one of the caskets. He chose the third casket
from the left. The chosen Unknown Soldier was transported to the United States aboard the USS Olympia.
Those remaining were interred in the Meuse Argonne
Cemetery, France.

The remains of the Vietnam Unknown were exhumed
May 14, 1998. Based on mitochondrial DNA testing,
DoD scientists identified the remains as those of Air
Force 1st Lt. Michael Joseph Blassie, who was shot down
near An Loc, Vietnam, in 1972. It has been decided that
the crypt that contained the remains of the Vietnam Unknown will remain vacant.

The Unknown Soldier lay in state in the Capitol Rotunda
from his arrival in the United States until Armistice Day,
1921. On Nov. 11, 1921, President Warren G. Harding
officiated at the interment ceremonies at the Memorial
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery.

More than 260,000 people are buried at Arlington Cemetery. Veterans from all the nation's wars are buried in the
cemetery, from the American Revolution through the Persian Gulf War and Somalia. Pre-Civil War dead were
reinterred after 1900.

The Unknowns of World War II and Korea
On Aug. 3, 1956, President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed
a bill to select and pay tribute to the unknowns of World
War II and Korea. The selection ceremonies and the interment of these unknowns took place in 1958. The World

http://www.mdw.army.mil/FS-A04.HTM
http://www.tombguard.org/
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AMERICAN PRIDE ON DISPLAY

© Photo by Bill Morson Reprinted with permission

Since Sept. 11, 2001 Americans have plastered their windows, bumpers, and just about anything flat with massproduced replicas of the American flag. But few have
taken their patriotic fervor to the extreme that Bodger
Seeds Ltd. of Lompoc, Calif., has. The family-owned firm
has created a flag that not only covers 6-1/2 acres of land
– but is also, quite literally, homegrown.

This is not the first time the Bodgers have planted Old
Glory as a means of raising the community's spirits. The
first one was sown just a week after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor in 1941.

This floriculturist's fantasy lies nestled among the fields
of central California's "Valley of Flowers," and is composed of roughly 400,000 red, white, and blue larkspur
plants. With each plant yielding approximately four to
five buds, that adds up to about 2 million blooms in all.
The flag is so large, in fact, that it can be seen in its entirety only by taking to the air or by climbing to the top of
the hills surrounding the town.

Yet another made its appearance 50 years ago, during the
Korean War.

A second flag was planted in 1943, and a third floral flag
in 1945 marked the end of World War II.

Now, as then, larkspurs were employed for their suitability to the coastal climate and their resplendent visual appeal.
"Larkspurs work pretty well because they make a tall
spike and a pretty good color match," Bodger says. "The
plants are about five feet tall, and the flowers grow on the
top foot and a half, so it makes a good solid mass of colors."

For Jack Bodger, the company's owner, this 390-by-740foot symbol of hope and renewal was a natural way to
express patriotism.

A dedication ceremony on June 14 – Flag Day – drew
some 500 townsfolk and local dignitaries. The larkspurs
began to bloom about that time and will be at their peak
for only a few days beyond July 4.

"It was our way of reminding us of the strength that we
have as a nation," he said in a recent phone interview.
Indeed, with 13 stripes that are each 30 feet wide and 24foot white stars resting in a 210-by-296-foot sea of blue,
the flag certainly makes a powerful statement.

But while the flowers may wither, Bodger will tell you
the values they represent will never fade.

The initial planting began on Jan. 21, and, with the help of
17 workers and a pair of tractor-drawn planters, was
completed in just two days. To make the stars, however, a
second, trickier round of planting was required.

By Aaron Bingham

"We had our main mechanic at the production facility
make a 24-foot template for [a] star," says Mr. Bodger.
"Then, once [the blue flowers] started to sprout, we positioned the template for the star, hoed out all blue
flowers, and transplanted in white ones by hand. We did
that 50 times."
This process took several additional days to complete.
After that, there wasn't much more to do than water every
seven to ten days and wait for the floral show.
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Board Minutes October 6, 2002
Bernie called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. The minutes were read and approved as corrected. Helen Simon
gave the Treasurer’s report.
A letter was sent to the JJPHOA by the police department
thanking us for the donation to the September 11 buffet.
There was an Open House for the community at Mohawk
on Tues. Oct. 8, 2002 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. to see
the remodeling that our bond money helped to provide.
New Business
• It is time to coordinate the holiday decorations.
Thom Pomella and Wayne Eitel have agreed to coordinate the Holiday decorations again.
• July 4th flags -- Sue Caldwell has expressed interest
in helping with this project. Bernie and Dee have investigated what flags cost. There was a discussion
about contacting realtors again to see if anyone has
an interest in providing the flags.
• Helen went over the budget. Bill Little moved that
we approve the budget as amended (by moving the
planning session to February). There was a second
and the budget was approved.

Pearce Students Honor Our Veterans, again
At the third annual Salute to Veterans assembly at J. J.
Pearce High School on Monday, November 11, Lt. General (Ret.) Dave R. Palmer was guest speaker. To a crowd
of most of the Pearce students and many community Veterans from World War II through Afghanistan, General
Palmer, a veteran of over 35 years with two tours of duty
in Viet Nam, spoke on the meaning of “America the
Beautiful” and what four of its verses represent. The
land; the founding fathers; the brave pioneers; and the
heroes – or Veterans who through their duty and sacrifice
served our country through the ages. Presentation of Colors by a Marine Guard, opened the program and was followed by the J. J. Pearce Band’s playing of the National
Anthem. The Pearce choral group, Forte, sang God Bless
America; the program closed with the band playing
“America the Beautiful”.

Committee Reports
• Newsletter There is a new one-year ad from John
Gould who represents Edward Jones Investments.
Some of the ads are for one year; some are for shorter
times with the option of renewal.
• Internet The zoning ordinances for the area are on the
website.
• Beautification The JJPHOA yard sale will be Oct. 19.
• Development Greg Immel mentioned that the developer of the land near the ISOA Building is interested
in knowing what the neighborhood thinks of the land
proposal. A meeting will be set up for Nov. to discuss this issue with the neighbors. Greg will call
Mohawk Elementary to check dates for a meeting.
Flyers will need to be sent out to notify JJPHOA of
the upcoming meeting.
• Membership Sixty renewals have come in so far.
Block captains will start collecting dues in Nov. Art
Middlebrook wants to continue to help with passing
out the new member packets.

You can see photos and more about the program on our
website at www.jjphoa.org.

The Holiday Decorations
will be going up the weekend after
Thanksgiving. Wayne Eitel and Thom
Pomella are in charge and there are
many volunteer elves who will be on our
streets doing the work. Thank them
when you see their handy work!

Next JJPHOA board meetings will be:
• Nov. 12 at Helen Simon’s. Newsletter deadline will
be Nov. 9.
• Dec. 8 at Suzanne Clark’s. Newsletter deadline will
be Dec. 6.
•
Jan. 5 at Bernie Mayoff’s. Newsletter deadline TBA
Next HOA Presidents’ meeting Oct. 15 at 7:00 pm.
Greg Immel moved that we adjourn at 8:45 pm.
Suzanne Clark, Recording Secretary
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Holidays Events in Richardson

Thanks to Carol in the Information Office at City Hall for the photo.

The Jewish Holiday of Chanukah starts the evening of November 29. It takes place every evening for 8 nights in families’ homes with the lighting of the menorah.
Nov. 29, 30,
Dec.1

Dec. 7

Chamberlain Ballet 7:30 PM
"Nutcracker"
Eisemann Center,
Hill Performance Hall
Christmas Parade 9 AM
Route: North on Plano Rd. from
Richardson Square Mall
Parade Awards Ceremony 5:30 PM
Tree Lighting 6 PM
Civic Center Plaza

Dec 7, 8, 12 –15 Santa’s Village
19 – 22
Civic Center Plaza
Time 6 –9 PM

Dec. 8

Annual Holiday Sing
2:30, 7:30 PM
UTD Theater, Free

Dec. 11

Free Christmas Concert
Community Band
Senior Citizen Center
7:30 PM

Dec. 14 2 PM
8 PM
Dec. 15 2 PM

Dallas Repertory Ballet
Performance of the “Nutcracker”
Eisemann Center
Hill Performance Hall

Dec. 20 8 PM
Dec. 21 2 PM
8 PM
Dec. 22 2 PM

Tuzer Ballet with The Richardson
Symphony
18th Annual Production of the
“Nutcracker”
Eisemann Center,
Hill Performance Hall

Events in Neighboring Cities
Plano

Addison

Dec. 6

“Dickens”
Historic Downtown Plano Historic Downtown Plano.

Dec. 7

30th Annual Christmas Parade and
Pancake Breakfast – 9 AM,
Downtown Plano, call 972-424-4714 for information

Dec. 5 – Dec. 22 “Rockin’ Christmas Party”
Water Tower Theatre
Addison Conference and Theatre Centre
Call for tickets call 972.450.6232 or visit
www.watertowertheatre.com

Plano Symphony Orchestra Holiday Pops
EDS Auditorium, at 7:30 PM
Fellowship Bible Church North, 4:30 PM

Dec. 6 – Dec. 22 “The Santa Land Diaries”
(Not suitable for younger audiences)
Water Tower Theatre
Addison Conference and Theatre Centre

Dec. 19,
Dec. 22
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Jefferson, Texas -- Candlelight Tour Homes
The tour was begun in 1982 to promote historical Christmas traditions and values through beautifully "oldfashioned" decorated historic homes. The houses are festooned with natural greenery, candles, and hand made
ornaments to make Charles Dickens proud. The tour also
provides funds for the owners with moneys being reinvested for the upkeep of the shown homes. The dates for
the tour are: Dec. 5, 6, 7 and 12, 13, 14 from 5 to 9 PM.

Wise Manor
A registered Texas
Historic
Landmark,
the Wise Manor is a
charming
pre-Civil
War cottage filled
with Jefferson and
family history as well
as Victorian antiques.
Built in 1851, Wise Manor stands on historic Houston
Street just above the site of the ferry that brought adventure and commerce to early Jefferson. Owner, Susan
Wise, maintains the home as a tribute to her mother,
Katherine, who was Jefferson's town historian.

Citywide Lighting Ceremony -- November 29
Christmas Parade -- December 5.
The Governor’s
House
A town cottage
built as a wedding present for
former
Texas
Governor Charles
Allen Culberson,
the
Governor's
House preserves
history and its
connection with families that contributed greatly to Jefferson's prominence in the last century and now. Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Golden are the owners of this Classic Greek
Revival style house.

Marshall, Texas -- a Wonderland of Lights
The biggest and the
brightest, this festival inspired a thousand more. It is a
"picture
perfect"
Christmas celebration in full glory
from the Wednesday night before
Thanksgiving through December 30. More than 900 miles
of tiny white lights decorate the historic courthouse,
downtown businesses, area neighborhoods, and much
more as individuals and groups alike experience Marshall's hospitality. Enjoy a lighted Christmas parade, historic home tours, entertainment on the square, as well as
an open-air ice skating rink situated under the lights. Plan
your Christmas with the Wonderland of Lights as a shining highlight.

The House of
the Seasons was
built in 1872 during the hey-day
of Jefferson. Col.
Benjamin H. Epperson, the builder, was a prominent lawyer, political leader, entrepreneur, and con-fidante of Sam Houston. The house is a
fine example of the transition period between the Greek
revival and Victorian styles of architecture. The House of
the Seasons is operated as a tour home.

•
•

Moseley Manor
Built of native
cypress by pioneer druggist J.
C. Preston in
1851, this Greek
Revival home has
12' ceilings, 6"
heart of pine
floors and original handmade windows. Purchased by Judge Seaborn
Moseley in 1863, it remained in the Moseley family over
80 years. Located at 412 North Soda, this Texas Historic
Landmark home is owned by Joe and Vicki Lee.

•

•

•
•
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Nov. 27: Wonderland of Lights Official Lighting
Ceremony. More than 10 million lights illuminate in
a dazzling display.
Nov. 27-Dec.30: Take a tour of the lights. Visitors
can take a 45-minute narrated bus tour or a 20-minute
horse-drawn carriage tour of the downtown and residential areas. Tours leave nightly from the downtown
information center.
Nov. 27-Dec.30: Outdoor Ice-Skating! Enjoy outdoor
ice-skating on the downtown square seven days a
week. Hours: Mon-Fri. 4-10p.m. /Sat.-Sun. 2-10p.m.
(weather permitting)
Nov. 29-30; Dec. 6-7; Dec. 13-14; Dec. 20-21;
(Weekends): Candlelight Home Tours. Step back in
time; enjoy the pleasures of an old-fashioned East
Texas Christmas.
Nov. 27-Dec.23: Visit with Santa on the downtown
square.
Nov. 5-Dec. 28: Michelsom Museum of Art will have
on display Louisiana Hayride Original Photos of

•
•
•

•
•

court? Movie Theater? Gym? Sauna? Vault? The possibilities are almost endless. And think of the electricity
you can save by never turning on an oven or a cook top,
and the reduced air conditioning bills that go along with
having a really cool house.

Elvis Presley's Blue Christmas and for the children a
Santa Claus display.
Dec. 5-6: Carl Hurley Comedy Show. Civic Center
2:30 p.m. Call 1-800-955-4746 for reservations.
Dec. 7: Jaycee's Lighted Christmas Parade. More
than 100 entries covered with lights sparkle in the
downtown square. 6 p.m.
Dec. 14: Cowboy Breakfast. Y’all come enjoy a
chuck wagon breakfast and lots of East Texas style
entertainment. 7:30-11:30 a.m. East Texas Conference Center.
Dec. 19: Wonderland Run. Downtown Square 6:30
p.m.
Dec. 15: Uncertain Floating Christmas Parade. Caddo
Lake 2 p.m.

An Editorial
Our Homeowners’ Association is probably one of the
most successful in the City of Richardson. This is because our residents have always contributed their time,
energy and ideas.
Any organization – whether it is a club, a school, a city –
or a homeowners’ association needs new “blood” from
time to time!

Tues-Sat. Evenings: Listen and watch live entertainment
on the downtown square. You’ll enjoy a blend of holiday
music performed by living Christmas tree choirs and soloists.

That is where JJPHOA is RIGHT NOW!
Please consider volunteering for one of the open positions
below. You can contact any Board member and find out
how you can help! The time involved is small and flexible, but the reward is large!

Marshall also offers: driving tours, shopping, dining, museums, and potteries. Step-on guide service available to
groups of 15 or more.

Two Crime Watch Coordinators
Urgently Needed

East Texas Holiday Trail of Lights

Crime Watch 11

The Holiday Trail of Lights offers millions of lights, fireworks, live entertainment, Christmas musicals and parades. Two states and six cities, Marshall, Texas, Kilgore,
and Jefferson, Texas, and Shreveport-Bossier City, and
Natchitoches, Louisiana, all within a one-hour drive of
each other, are connected by a short drive on interstate
highways. Southern hospitality sparkles in the six cities as
you follow the Holiday Trail.

Chesterton 1312–1402; 1313 – 1405
Huntington 1312 – 1402; 1313 – 1405

Crime Watch 13
Chesterton 1212 – 1220; 1211 – 1221
Huntington 1214 – 1224; 1213 – 1223
Eton 1210 – 1220

Please contact Lynn Sanders at 972-231-6890
Board Opening
Greg Immel mentioned at our Annual Meeting in September the challenges that he was facing in balancing the
demands of his new job with the other demands on his
time. He has worked to meet the needs of his family and
job while still serving as a Board member, but he has decided that he needs to resign his Board position at this
time. We’re sorry to see him go, and appreciate the work
that he has done on behalf of all of us.

Remodel that kitchen

Greg’s resignation provides an opportunity, and a need,
for another neighbor to join our Board. We now have
very good relationships with both Lennox Center and
Pavillion management, and with the city. This is an excellent opportunity to have some fun and to learn a little
about how the city works. And thanks Greg, from everyone.

Did you know that on the four corners at Coit and Campbell there are 38 restaurants? That is, 38 restaurants that
most of us can walk to. The expression “there aren’t
enough days in a week” doesn’t apply. In this case there
aren’t even enough days in a month! With all of those
restaurants waiting to serve you, do you really need a
kitchen? Aren’t a dining room table, and a microwave to
reheat leftovers all you really need? You probably have
room in the garage for the refrigerator. Just think of all the
things you could do with the space that used to be your
kitchen. Game room? Bowling lane? Shuffleboard

If you can help in any of these positions
please call Bernie Mayoff or any of the other
Board members at the numbers listed on
page 15.
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Someone Took My Flag

College Savings and 529 Plans

Ray Thompson, resident
Most of us have heard of The Texas Tomorrow Fund, but
did you know that the Fund has been renamed and that
there are a few variations on the plan? The Texas Tomorrow Fund originally allowed you to save money toward a
student’s college tuition, and locked in the amount of tuition at today’s rate. That plan is still available, and is now
called the Texas Guaranteed Tuition Plan. Either the
student or the contributor must be a Texas resident, although the funds can be used for tuition and fees at any
school in Texas and there is a provision for out-of-state
schools as well. Your contribution varies by the number
of years of tuition that you want to prepay, and by the age
of the student.

Someone took one of my flags. I had three of them on the
front walk—guess they thought two were enough. I
fumed about it yesterday. Probably some kid, I thought.
This morning while walking I got to thinking instead of
fuming (walking is good for this). Had I ever done something this selfish? Yep, two bad deeds came easily to
mind…
When I was about five, my daddy built me a metal airplane that I could pedal on the sidewalk. He built it himself down at the shop where he worked and it was really
great—had a propeller that went round! I was soon pedaling around the entire block of my neighborhood. This got
boring, so one day I followed the postman around and
picked up mail from several houses, took it in to my
house and started opening it! Pure naiveté, but thank
goodness mother caught me and had sense enough to
called the Post Office. A man came out, retrieved the
mail, and gave me a very stern lecture, for indeed this was
a federal offense! Mother then took me to each of the
houses I had stolen from and had me apologize for what I
had done. Some of the neighbors were not happy…

The other program for saving toward college expenses is
a 529 Plan. Texas offers one, called Tomorrow’s College
Investment Plan, but there are many others available. 529
Plans do not lock in tuition. They are tax sheltered investment plans. You can contribute any amount you like,
when you like. The investment grows tax free, and
money can be withdrawn tax-free for tuition and related
educational expenses. Anyone can contribute to a 529
plan, and anyone can be the recipient.

When I started to school the next year my criminal tendencies had not been curbed. I fell victim to the temptations of a candy store across from the school, which sold
one-cent candy bars called Guess Whats? Each candy
had a tiny piece of terrible candy and some kind of a
prize. I spent my milk money on these for several days
until Mother discovered what I was doing. She then forbade me to buy any more and curtailed my milk money
for a week. Still the self-centered and selfish child, then
the next day I actually stole several pennies from my 4year old sister’s tiny purse and bought more Guess
Whats? Also being a stupid child, I brought them home
and played with them after going to bed. Mother caught
me, as usual. I expected a spanking, but mother just made
me say I was sorry to my sister and I had to replace the
pennies I had taken.

You can find more information on the Texas plans at
www.texastomorrowfunds.org or 1-800-445-GRAD
(4723). Your investment adviser can give you information on other 529 plans.
[John Gould of Edward Jones contributed to this article.]

Owens Spring Creek Farm
1401 E. Lookout Drive
Richardson, TX 75083
972-235-0192
Here's a place
where city kids can
get a taste of
country life while
they may pet potbellied pigs, lambs,
goats,
amazing
miniature
horses
and huge Belgian
draft horses. Of course, many kids are content to just look
at these interesting animals. (Comments like "I'm not
touching that pig!" can be frequently overheard.) Owens
Spring Creek Farm, located next to Owens Country Sausage headquarters, is a pleasant place for a family outing.
Kids will love the animals and adults will enjoy the museum located at the farm, which displays rooms as they
would have appeared in the early 1900s, including the
Butcher Shop, the Country Store, the Country Kitchen
and the Farmer's Workshop. The famous Belgian horses,
also known as the "Gentle Giants" are one of the most
popular attractions at the farm. These unique animals average around 2,300 pounds and they stand between 17
and 18 1/2 hands high. (Digital City article)

The next day, when I came in from school, mother escorted me to the front lawn and a blanket she had put
down on the grass. In the middle of the blanket were all
of my Guess Whats? She said, “Since you love playing
with these things so much, you can just stay on the blanket and play with them, and tell everyone that comes by
how much fun you are having!” For the next hour, she
watched to make sure I was really playing with them and
still on the blanket. Neighbor kids came by and I was
truly embarrassed. When mother finally came out again I
was truly miserable and sniffling. She sat down and we
discussed my covet-ness in Biblical terms. I don’t remember most of the spankings I got, but I have never
forgotten that afternoon on the blanket.
Sure would like to have my flag back. I know how bad
you are feeling about taking it. Getting caught is good,
but confessing on your own is even better. Just ring the
doorbell and we’ll make up.
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Local Events November-December include:
Date
November
17
23
25
26
27-29
30
December
1
3
4
7
8
10
13
20- 31
20

Event/Location
Community Band Concert
2:00 pm at Eisemann Center
Girls Basketball vs. Denison
1:30/3:00pm at Pearce
Chamber music ensemble
8:00pm UTD Jonsson Perf. Hall (free)
UTD mens basketball vs. Hardin-Simmons
7:00pm at UTD
Boys Basketball vs. Denton Ryan
7:30pm at Pearce
UTD basketball vs. Southwestern women 5:30/men 7:30pm at UTD
Thanksgiving holiday
UTD basketball vs. Howard Payne women 1:00/men 3:00pm at UTD
UTD basketball vs. Sul Ross
women 1:00/men 3:00pm at UTD
Girls Basketball vs. Berkner
V 6:00pm, JV 7:30pm at Pearce
Boys Basketball vs. North Mesquite
6:00pm/7:30pm at Pearce
Homeland Security Conference
UTD Conf Ctr
Richardson Holiday Parade
26th Annual Holiday Sing
2:30/7:30pm at UTD Theatre (free)
Boys Basketball vs. RL Turner
6:00pm/7:30pm at Pearce
Girls Basketball vs. Mesquite Poteet
6:00/7:30pm at Pearce
Winter break
Boys Basketball vs. Richardson
6:30pm/8:00pm at Pearce

For information on performances at UTD call 972-883-ARTS
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JJ PEARCE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

JJ PEARCE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

BUDGET

Statement of Cash Receipts and Expenses

SEPTEMBER 1, 2002 TO AUGUST 31, 2003

For the Period 9/1/02 to 9/ 30/02

INCOME

Mo Ended
9/30/02

MEMBERSHIP DUES

5,250.00

Cash Receipts

DIVIDENDS

240.00

Dividends

18.59

ADVERT-NEWSLETTER

900.00

Newsletter

80.00

TOTAL INCOME

6,390.00

Total Receipts

98.59

EXPENSES
CRIME WATCH
METROCALL
NATL NIGHT OUT

Expenses
254.88

Crime Watch

1,900.00

MEMBERSHIP
ANNUAL MEETING

50.00

BOARD PLANNING MTG

200.00

BINDERS

100.00

PRINTING

200.00

DELIVERY

30.00

Metrocall

19.24

National Night Out

41.64

Membership
Annual Meeting

34.00

Newsletter
Printing, etc.

735.00

Delivery

90.00

SOCIAL EVENTS
EASTER

150.00

JULY 4TH

200.00

DEC DECORATIONS

100.00

VOLUNTEER PARTY

275.00

Total Expenses

919.88

Net Income (Loss)

-821.29

NEWSLETTER
PRINTING, ETC
DELIVERY

2,985.00
780.00

Changes in Fund balances from 10/1/02 to 10/31/01

OTHER EXPENSES
FEDERAL INCOME TAX

100.00

MISCELLANEOUS

100.00

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME(LOSS)

Checking

7,424.88

Beginning Balances

$747.02

$14,536.41

$15,283.43

2,190.00

18.28

2,208.28

Ending Balances

Respectfully Submitted, Helen Simon, Treasurer, Nov. 8, 2002
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Totals

Add receipts
Less Disbursements

-1,034.88

Vanguard

501.24
$2,435.78

501.24
$14,554.69

$16,990.47

Board of Directors for 2002 – 2003
President
VP Development
VP Safety
VP Beautification

Bernie Mayoff

972-669-9169

bernie@mayoff.com

Lynn Sanders
Bill Little

972-231-6890
972-690-6315

VP Membership
Secretary
Treasurer

Marc Perlstein
Suzanne Clark
Helen Simon

Newsletter
Webmaster

Dee Russum
John Sadowski

937-907-9208
972-690-4673
972-234-2443
972-234-8009
972-235-1961
972-238-9826

sanderstx@aol.com
blclkc@aol.com
bill-l@telesisexpress.com (business)
mperl112@aol.com
shc70@aol.com
helen@simon-says.net
(business phone)
jrussum@aol.com
Jcsadowski@aol.com

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Dee Russum, 1102 Pueblo, phone 972-235-1961 or e-mail: jrussum@aol.com
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11” page.
Business card (2 x 3 ½ ”)
$10.00
¼ page
$20.00
½ page
$40.00
Full page
$75.00
Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory.
Youth ads from Association members’ children for services such as baby-sitting, lawn care; etc. will be printed
free of charge. All ads will ultimately be placed at the discretion of the Board, and as space permits.

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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This is the last newsletter you will receive if you haven’t sent in your dues.
The deadline for inclusion in the Membership Directory is December 15

Volunteers needed, please see page 13

J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association

1411 Huntington
Richardson, Texas 75080
Board Meetings: December 8, 1121 Huntington, 7 PM
January 5, 1411 Huntington, 7 PM
February 2, 1102 Pueblo, 7 PM

Board Meetings are Open to All Members

