J. J. Pearce Homeowners
Association Newsletter
November 2016

Get Ready for the Annual ‘Santa in the Park’ Holiday Social
Inside This Issue
G. Scott’s Farewell

2

Membership Update

3

Special JJP HOA Offer

4

Santa’s Village

6

Citizen Police Academy

7

New Watering Schedule

9
Chief of Police Jim Spivey addresses J.J. Pearce Homeowners

See our New Website and
Membership Portal

By Russell McMurtrey, Editor
I can hardly wait for this year’s
Santa in the Park! I don’t know
about you, but ever since last year’s
social got rained out, and not to
mention the 4th of July parade too,
I’ve been ready for a JJP HOA
event!
There’s so much to do during the
holidays, so that’s why our get together is easy and stress free. Bring
the family and stop by the pavilion
for sweet treats and warm drinks.
Even Santa will be there, so kids of
all ages can visit with him. This
year Santa promises to bring a help1

er with him who happens to be an
excellent balloon animal artist.
Come on down to the JJP HOA
Park from 6-8pm on Thursday,
December 15th. In case of weather, we’re making a backup plan
with Santa this year. In case of rain
the event will be rescheduled for
the following day, Friday, December 16th, 6-8pm.

COR, RISD, and other organizations you will have a
platform to be heard. All you have to do is get involved.
Help make your community better and it will have a
very positive personal impact. Get involved! Enjoy the
grass roots of life!

Presidents Corner - The Last!
By G. Scott Waddell, President
This is my last President’s Corner as the
official leader of the free world known as
the JJP HOA. It has been an honor to say
the least. It has been fun working with all
the board members. It has been rewarding and fulfilling.
I believe during my time with the JJP HOA we were
able to bring solutions, improvements, recognition, and
continuation to JJP HOA. I thank you for letting me
represent you. I thank the boards for putting up with my
ideas, grand visions, and the shoot from the hip modus
operandi to accomplish these grand visions. And we
did!

Again I thank you for letting me be the President of the
JJP HOA for the last six years. It has been a pleasure.
See you around the neighborhood!
Love and Peace to each of you every day and happy
holidays!!

When I mention the continuation of the JJP HOA I mean
we all are fortunate to have had a strong HOA structure
created many years ago by the founding board members.
Subsequent boards have had the opportunity to build on
that. The only way to build anything is to get involved.
I encourage you to get involved in your JJP HOA.
There are positions on the board to be filled and there
are projects that need support. It does not have to be an
ongoing involvement however my bet is you will enjoy
the experience and continue your involvement. I hope
so!
I will continue to be involved with the HOA through
special projects and as the liaison to the COR and the
RISD. I am the President Elect for the Pearce Athletic
Booster Club so my next year will be full. I am on the
YMCA Board and working with a group creating a
health and wellness program for the citizens of Richardson and those in the RISD. So I will be around. I will
be involved, I hope you are too!
I mention the activities above not to pat myself on the
back but to emphasize there are many areas to become
involved. We just came out of a tough election and now
there are protesters in the streets. The protesters have
that right to have their voices heard, no doubt. Yet I
wonder how many are really involved in their community? I wonder, after the emotions subside, what will they
do to create true change? What will they do to have a
lasting impact on their community? It’s the grass root
actions that create change. It’s the grass root movements
that engage the community. And it the grass root movements where it is easy to find your passion. Get involved! You can’t get any more grass roots than the JJP
HOA. Because of the foundation we have built with the
2

Membership Status Report
By Emily McMurtrey, VP Membership
We are about half way through our
membership drive now, and you are putting forward some record numbers!
Here’s where we are so far. At the time
of this writing, 145 out of 464 total homes have submitted their membership dues. That’s already 31% of the
neighborhood. We are ahead of our
progress at this time last year by 4%.
This is great news!
I think it’s worth pointing out that
some neighborhoods never even
achieve a 31% voluntary association
membership at any time of the year.
This past year, we in JJP had 70%
membership. We are clearly a community of neighbors that believes in organizing together. Many of you have graciously sent an additional donation on
top of your membership fee. I am
proud to see so many people view our
humble HOA as a worthy cause. Thank
you!
Your modest $25 membership fee
goes towards things such as our JJP
HOA events, maintenance of the JJP
HOA Park, community outreach, and
more. There is even a special offer right now to refund
your $25 with Greenwood Hills Community Club. See
page 4 for details!
If you haven’t signed up yet, here are a couple of ways
to do so:
You can fill out the form attached to this newsletter
and mail it (or bring it to me at 1120 Chesterton).
Or you can conveniently sign up online at
jjphoa.com. Just click the link “Join Now.” After
you fill out the membership form, you can securely
pay by credit card or PayPal.
No matter how you register, you can be done in five
minutes or less, and there’s no wrong way to do it.
(Except for faxing me cash. The bank doesn’t like that.)
Let’s keep the momentum going!
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Special Offer for
JJP HOA Members!
There are exciting things happening at Greenwood
Hills Community Club! It’s not just a pool, it’s a
place the whole family can enjoy with social events,
games, and more. Year round!

If you’re new to the J. J. Pearce neighborhood,
Greenwood Hills Community Club is the pool, volleyball court, and general ‘fun center’ for JJP and
several surrounding neighborhoods located at the
corner of Waterview and Melrose.
GHCC wants you to join
the JJP Homeowners Association and get involved
in your community! If
you join the J. J. Pearce
Homeowners Association before the end
of the membership drive on January
31st, you will receive a 100% refund of
your JJP HOA dues when you begin
your annual memberships with GHCC.*

What’s the scoop???
The JJP HOA newsletter is always seeking to
bring you more of the kind of information you want
to read about.
Having our own neighborhood publication is our
opportunity to share with each other the stories and
information that we might not otherwise read about
during our busy lives.
If you live the J. J. Pearce Addition, and have
something you’d like to share, celebrate, or even
advertise, please send me your ideas!
editor@jjphoa.com

There is nothing like our club this close to
you, or even here in Richardson. We’re
your neighbors, friends, and coworkers, and
we love hanging out here. You should too!
See www.ourpool.org for more information. Membership rates for 2017 and
other information will be available soon.
* Offer is for new
GHCC memberships only. Qualifying JJP HOA
members are entitled to a $25 refund after creating
a new membership
with GHCC.
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Holiday Decorators Needed!
Each year, the JJP HOA decorates street signs
and light posts throughout the neighborhood with
garland, ribbon, and a red bow. Help us show the
rest of the city what holiday life in JJP looks like!
Jon Crissman is coordinating this again this year
and he just needs a volunteer for each street to put
them out.
Decorations come in a plastic bin with a sheet of
paper indicating what to decorate on that street.
You’re done in 30 minutes or less. It’s very easy.
Make your street proud and be the one to decorate it this year!

By Whit Hyde, VP Beautification
With Thanksgiving nearly here I can’t help but think
about Christmas around the corner. Hoping many will
again participate in holiday house and/or yard decorations for the JJ Pearce HOA lighting contest. Judging
will take place the week of December 13 th and signs
for the 4 winners will be placed in their yards shortly
thereafter.

Contact Jon Crissman at 817-253-5717 or
jcris17266@aol.com.

T

he JJP HOA Park is continuing to evolve
although the construction phase has been completed.
We have additional landscaping, irrigation, and
maintenance needs and now is the time to get this
accomplished. We are asking members of our community to consider becoming Friends of the Park by
contributing a minimum of $250.00 annually.

J. J. Pearce HOA Park
We will again host Santa in the Park on December
15th . A great event for young and old – opportunity to
gather and celebrate the season, good friends, food and
drinks. Mark your calendars! A special Thank Y ou to
our members that have made past and current donations
to the park. Friends of the Park is growing and this helps
us tremendously to keep the park both maintained and
ever improving. Please keep the donations coming.

Happy Thanksgiving
May you all enjoy family and
have a blessed Thanksgiving!

Our goal is to have at least 20 members. The
maintenance and continued enhancement of the park
is important to our community. Watch for additional information regarding benefits of joining Friends
of the Park. Contact any board member if you have
an immediate interest.

Friends of the Park
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Calloway’s Corner

Santa’s Village Needs Volunteers

By Calloway’s Nursery

By Richardson Today Staff

This is the perfect time to
plant your chilled bulbs for
spring; they should be in the
ground before the first frost, so
plant now while the soil is still
easy to work. Iris, daylilies
and gladiolas should also be planted at this time, although they are not “true” bulbs, but rhizomes, tubers
and corms, respectively. Yet all of these like bulbs require the cooler soil of winter to generate healthy new
growth in spring.

The City's Parks and Recreation Department is looking for volunteers to help fill
a variety of roles at Santa's
Village this year.
For more than 25 years
Santa's Village has had the
opportunity to help friends
and families make memories
for the holiday season, but it is only made possible
through the efforts of hundreds of community volunteers.

Transform your landscape with the addition of fresh,
colorful blooms! Pansies are by far the most popular
Winter color. The “Matrix” Pansy has been outstanding
for our Texas weather. It will not “stretch” during bouts
of warm temperatures and is bred to grow out, not up.
This compact grower offers shorter stems to support
large colorful blooms.
Dianthus (also known as
“Pinks”), Snapdragons, Cyclamen, Violas and the fragrant Alyssum are also good choices for cold tolerant
annuals. Ornamental Cabbage and Kale provide interesting texture in the landscape as well as color. For best
effect, limit your planting to two or three colors per bed.

Volunteers are needed to work 3 1/2 hour long shifts
during the event. The positions serve as assistants in the
village houses or to greet visitors.
Santa's Village runs for 10 nights in December:
- Sat 12/3 & Sun 12/4
- Thurs - Sun 12/8 - 12/11
- Thurs - Sun 12/15 - 12/18
Those interested may sign up online at: cor.net/
villagevolunteers. Deadline for sign up is November 23.
Please contact Lisa Carter at lisa.carter@cor.gov or 972
-744-4587 for more information.

The key to growing beautiful annual flowers is soil
preparation. Work Calloway’s Flowerbed Mix into the
soil, or organic compost, to a depth of 6” to 8”. Adding
Calloway’s Flower Food to the soil at the time of
planting will provide the extra nutrients for growth and
blooms. Remember to add 2 to 3 inches of mulch to all
beds to reduce moisture loss, prevent weeds from germinating, and to insulate the soil from the cold.
Using the same colorful annuals will add a splash of
color to your patio containers. Fill your container with
fresh potting soil, plant food and your choice of these
beautiful annuals to brighten your winter. Keep them
watered as necessary and remove faded flowers to encourage repeat blooming.
If you want those beautiful Texas Bluebonnets in the
Spring, sow the seed in early November!
Please remember the birds! Texas is a haven for birds.
No other state in the United States has more species
within its boundaries. There are currently over 620 species documented in Texas, which is almost 75 percent of
all bird species recorded in the continental United States.
To attract the widest variety of wild birds, you should
consider placing a wide variety of bird feeders and food
around your yard.
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A Magical, Musical Christmas

Development

The City of Richardson is proud to announce the 44th Annual Christmas Parade
scheduled for Saturday morning, December 3rd. First Responders are honored to
be the Grand Marshals this year, as residents from across the city are encouraged to come out
and support this exciting event which benefits The Network of Community Ministries.

By Kristen Ceaser, VP Development
With the holidays just around the corner, special
events are filling the calendars of many Richardson residents. Hard to believe that 2017 is just around the corner!

Lace Up Your Running Shoes

Individuals and
groups are encouraged to represent
the theme with
their
costumes,
vehicles and floats.
A registration form
is available online
at www.cor.net and
all entries must be
received by November 27th.

The Gobble Hobble 5K,
10K and Family Fun Run
benefitting the Boys &
Girls Club of Richardson
will be on Saturday, November 19th in Galatyn
Park in Richardson.
For more information or
to register, please visit
www.getracing.org.

For more information about the parade or becoming a
“Friend of the Parade,” please contact Parade Manager,
Allison Rhinebarger at 972-744-7853 or allison.rhinebarger@cor.gov.

Citizen Police Academy
The Richardson Police Department is now accepting
applications for the Citizen Police Academy. The program is open to those who live in Richardson,
and it runs for 16-weeks beginning on February 7, 2017.
Participants get a behind the scenes look at
areas like Patrol Operations, Investigations,
SWAT. K-9, Firearms Training, and much
more. The highlight for many is the opportunity to do a ride-along with one of Richardson’s finest.
This is one of the departments most popular
programs, as classes are deigned to be interactive & fun with a focus on teambuilding.
For more information or to apply, please visit
www.richardsonpolice.net or call 972-7444955.
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•
Property Inventory: When a bur glar br eaks
into your home, auto, or business they can be in and out
in as little as three minutes, carrying your property with
them. Stolen property carries with it the ability to lead
police back to the scene of the crime, even back to the
perpetrators. A comprehensive property inventory list
can assist police in recovering your property and solving
property crime. Recording your valuables will also provide assistance with the replacement of your property in
the event of theft, fire or other catastrophic event.
www.cor.net has more information.

Safety Update for November 2016
By: Wayne Stokes, VP Safety - Elect

Auto Burglaries in Our Neighborhood
We have seen an increase in
auto break-ins recently in JJP and
in close neighborhoods! The
following tips will help us to reduce these crimes!
•

Lock your doors

While this piece of advice should be a no-brainer, up
to a quarter of vehicle thefts are from unlocked cars,
according to some law enforcement agencies. Simply
locking the doors will deter those who might be looking
for an easy target.
•

Conceal your valuables

Don't leave any bait out for thieves; stow your electronics and accessories well out of sight-or better yet,
take them with you at night. The evidence of valuables
alone might be enough to pique the interest of thieves,
so hide power plugs, telltale iPod adapters, or navsystem windshield suction-cup mounts, and even put the
cigarette lighter back in place.
•

Keep it tidy

Almost any worthless personal item that's visible from
the outside -- even an empty shopping bag -- could be
seen as a valuable or a carrier of valuables. If you have a
wagon or SUV that leaves your cargo area on display,
consider getting a cover. Most of these vehicles can be
fitted with inexpensive retractable covers to help keep
shopping bags or other belongings out of sight.

Resources and Tips the City of
Richardson
•
Do you have a home surveillance camera system? The Richardson Police Department is announcing
the Neighborhood Video Crime Watch program. Residents that have a video surveillance system may help
solve crimes. To learn more about this new program
visit our webpage: http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?
page=1670.
•
Crime Tip from the Richardson Police: Install lighting around your home that illuminates your
home at night. Burglars do not like to be seen. Lighting
will take away concealment areas around your home.
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Winter Watering Schedule
Begins
By Richardson Today Staff
Today marks the beginning of Winter Water
Conservation for Richardson, shifting the time of
day when lawns can be
watered. Residents may water their yards
at any time on their twice per week designated watering days to avoid watering
when temperatures may drop below freezing. If water sprinklers run overnight during freezing weather, they can cause dangerous conditions on roads and sidewalks.
For personalized recommendations on
how much water your yard currently needs, go
to www.watermyyard.org. For more information, go
to www.cor.net/waterconservation.
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make-up date of December 16th. This year the balloon artist
scheduled for the cancelled July 4th will provide balloon creations free for the kids. The Board discussed plans and options
for the event and will tentatively schedule another meeting on
December 6th at 7pm to finalize those plans.

November 3, 2016 Minutes
JJP HOA Board Meeting
On Wednesday, November 3, 2016 (rescheduled from October 25, 2016) the JJP HOA Board meeting was called to order
at 7:13pm at the home of G. Scott Waddell at 1405 Huntington
Richardson, Texas. Those in attendance were: G. Scott
Waddell, Greg Immel, Whit Hyde, Wayne Stokes, and Sue
Caldwell. There were no visitors.

Clothing Collection Drive: The Boar d discussed a winter
clothing collection drive in December to benefit students in
need who attend J.J. Pearce High School. It was suggested to
collect winter coats, scarves, and gloves at the JJP HOA Park
next month with a date to be determined. The clothing would
be given to Pearce for distribution. G. Scott suggested that JJP
HOA set an example of helping to solve a problem that exists
in our community. He will have more specific information
available in the future.

Secretary’s Report: The Boar d appr oved the minutes
from the September 27, 2016 JJP HOA Board meeting and the
September 21, 2016 Annual General Meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Gr eg Immel r epor ted a total balance of $17,099.21 and discussed with the Board the recent
cash receipts and expenses as of September 30, 2016.

JJP HOA Christmas Decorations: J on Cr issman, chair man of the JJP HOA Christmas Decorations Committee, will
provide in his November Newsletter article information about
the Christmas street decorations and ask for helpers if needed.

Old Business

“Welcome Basket” Coordinator: Monica Pompeo is the
new JJP HOA “Welcome Basket” coordinator replacing Kristen Ceaser. The Board thanks Monica for taking on this duty.

Update-911 Firemen Dinners: Sue Caldwell r eviewed
with the Board the September 9th, 10th, and 11th dinners the JJP
HOA provided for all three shifts of firemen at Fire Station 2
as a thank you for their service to our community. With the
help of Dickey’s, there was a generous brisket dinner with all
the sides and the HOA added ice cream and homemade desserts for the firemen who appreciated it greatly. All for under
budget! We were grateful that they were there and not out on a
call. We also honored Fire Station 2 with a painting of a flag
from Color Shack for their station. The JJP HOA community
is invited every year to join the Board at these dinners to personally meet their firemen.

JJP HOA Neighborhood Signs: The Boar d decided to
leave the neighborhood signs up with the “membership drive”
rider until the middle of December in order to encourage members of the community to join JJP HOA on line for 2017.

Committee Reports
Safety: Wayne Stokes r epor ted r ecent police activity to
the Board that included several area car burglaries. He said,
however, that the helicopter reported by residents around October 26th was not the Richardson Police Department. He added
that in addition to increased police surveillance, the JJP HOA
Crime Watch Patrol members (himself included) were taking
deep night shifts as a safety precaution. The Board thanked
him for his service.

Update-COR Leadership Workshop: Sever al of the
Board who attended the COR Leadership workshop said that it
was beneficial and worthwhile to attend.
Park Maintenance: G. Scott said that he is sear ching for
another landscaping company regarding Park requirements of
mowing and edging and pricing on additional basic maintenance since the contract with Natural Environments has expired. The Board discussed other Park maintenance issues.

Beautification: Whit Hyde r epor ted that ther e was a new
“Friend of the Park” which is a donation commitment of $250
a year for the JJP HOA Park. The Board discussed options of
rewards for the “FOTP” which Whit will investigate. He will
put a notice about being a “friend” in the November Newsletter. Whit will also check on some specific conditions at the
park.

COR Christmas Parade: The Boar d decided not to par ticipate in the COR December 3, 2016 Christmas Parade.
Membership Assistance: Emily McMur tr ey r epor ted by
email that membership was at about 25% for 2017 and requested help with membership duties.

Newsletter Deadline: November newsletter deadline will
be November 12th.

Open: Events chairman: Besides r eplacing the offices of
President and Membership VP positions for JJP HOA, it was
suggested we also search for an “events” coordinator.

The meeting adjourned at 9:15pm.

New Business

Respectfully Submitted

Santa in the Park: Santa in the Par k will be Thur sday
December 15, 2016 at the JJP HOA Park 6-8pm with a rain

Susan Caldwell Secretary, JJP HOA
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Board of Directors and Committee
President (Until Dec 31)

G. Scott Waddell

972-644-1412

president@jjphoa.com

VP Development

Kristen Ceaser

972-207-4511

development@jjphoa.com

VP Safety (Until Dec 31)

Michael Ward, Sr

972-768-1447

safety@jjphoa.com

VP Safety (Elect)

Wayne Stokes

972-437-4749

safety@jjphoa.com

VP Beautification

Whit Hyde

214-478-4295

beautification@jjphoa.com

VP Membership (Until Dec 31)

Emily McMurtrey

972-743-9562

membership@jjphoa.com

Secretary

Susan Caldwell

972-231-0702

secretary@jjphoa.com

Treasurer

Greg Immel

972-234-2981

treasurer@jjphoa.com

Editor

Russell McMurtrey

214-227-7549

editor@jjphoa.com

Webmaster

John Sadowski

972-238-9826

jjphoa@gmail.com

All documents, web pages, photographs, and images are the property of J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association. Permission
in writing is required to copy, download, or use any text, photographs or image files. www.jjphoa.com
November
21-25
24

RISD Student Holiday
Thanksgiving

December
3

Santa’s Village Opening and free Community Band performance

6:00pm @COR Civic Center

3

City of Richardson Christmas Parade

9am @Plano Rd.

4

Drop off warm clothes for JJP Students in Need

10am—3pm @JJP HOA Park

15

Santa in the Park

6-8pm @JJP HOA Park

24

Hanukkah begins

25

Christmas Day

Newsletter Advertising
Business ads must be paid for in advance. Checks should be made payable to J. J. Pearce Homeowners Association.
Contact Russell McMurtrey, 1120 Chesterton Dr., Richardson, TX 75080, 214-227-7549 or editor@jjphoa.com
Rates per newsletter, based on 8 ½ X 11" page.
Monthly Rate
Business card
¼ page
½ page
Full page

(2 x 3 ½ “)

$12.00
$24.00
$48.00
$85.00

Yearly Rate
$132.00
$264.00
$528.00
$935.00

Any business ad purchased for a full year receives a free ad in the directory.
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J.J. Pearce Homeowners Association
1120 Chesterton
Richardson, TX 75080

Next Board Meeting: 7:00 pm, November 29th, at 1701 N. Greenville, Suite 705
All members are invited to attend the Board Meeting
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