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JJ Pearce Homeowners  

Association Newsletter 

September 2015 

Come Out And Meet Your Neighbors! 

Itôs Time for a Block Party 

By Emily McMurtrey, Events Coordinator 

   Come out and meet your neighbors!  Tuesday, October 6, 2015 is National Night Out, which is the nation-

wide crime prevention event organized by the National Association of Town Watch. This campaign is de-

signed to: (1) Heighten crime prevention awareness; (2) Generate support for, and participation in, local anti-

crime programs; (3) Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and (4) Send a mes-

sage to criminals letting them know that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back. 

Of course, J. J. Pearce residents are proud to live in a neighborhood with vibrant neighbor relationships and a superb crime 

watch patrol.  Strong community partnership is not rare in our neighborhood.  We love just about any reason to get together.  

This is why I am looking forward to seeing the turnout we will be able to generate this year. 

Look for information coming soon from your block captain with details and location.  Or contact them yourself and volun-

teer to help get your party ready!  Not sure who your block captain is?  See the table on the next page.  Donôt forget to take 

pictures and send them to editor@jjphoa.com! 

Still wondering how throwing a block party can actually improve your neighborhood?  Nextdoor.com, the free and private 

social network for the neighborhood, recently shared the results of nationwide polls showing the following:  

¶ 67 % of homeowners feel safer in their home/neighborhood, because they know their neighbors.  

¶ 76% of U.S. adults polled said they thought their neighborhood would be safer if they communicated more with 

neighbors.  
(Continued on next page) 
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These findings shed light on the attitudes that shape 

the American neighborhood and reinforces the im-

portance of National Night Out.  Knowing oneôs neigh-

bors can have a very real impact on how safe people feel 

and how they watch out for each other.  

¶ 72% of homeowners report that because they 

know their neighbors, they are confident their neigh-

bors will do something (e.g., call for help, intervene) 

if they see anything suspicious around their home. 

¶ 35% of Americans who know their neighbors have 

shared information with them about crime and safety 

in the neighborhood (e.g., suspicious activity, burgla-

ries, theft, neighborhood watch alerts). 

Knowing one's neighbors also provides benefits that 

bring stability and well-being to the neighborhood. 

Some additional insights from the studies include: 

¶ Stronger, deeper roots: 47% of Americans who 

know their neighbors say because of this, they have 

no immediate plans to move or sell their home. 

¶ Better for our furry friends: 25% of Americans 

who know their neighbors say because of this, they 

have received help with a lost pet or helped a neigh-

bor with a lost pet or rescue animal. 

¶ Renewed sense of pride: 44% of Americans who 

know their neighbors say because of this, they feel 

proud of where they live. 

The results of these surveys prove that when neighbors 

connect, good things happen. More specifically, neigh-

bors who know each other look out for each otheré..so 

come be a part of that!  National Night Out helps bring 

neighbors together to create safer and more connected 

communities. 

Source: Nextdoor.com 

Block Captains for JJP HOA 

   

Streets 
Area of  

Responsibility 
Contacts 

Chesterton      

Cheyenne 

 

1100       

1702/04/06, 

1800/02 

Cheryl Macy 

Chesterton 1200 Laurie/Carl Dunlap  

Chesterton 1300 Kristine Anthony 

Chesterton 1400 Gail Huckabee 

Violet Court   Jim Murray 

Edith Circle 

west  
  Need Volunteer! 

Lilac Court   Alisa/Jim Woods 

Edith Circle 

1113 and east  
  Need Volunteer!  

Eton 

Cheyenne 

1100                 

1700, 1608/06 
Dan Tracey    

Eton 1200 
Mike & Suan  

Hudspeth                           

Grassmere 

Cheyenne 

1100   

1512/14/16/1518 
Rebecca Sharp 

Grassmere 1200 Terry/Judy Wolfe        

Huntington 

Cheyenne 

1100 

1804/06/08/10 

Ross and Sara  

Robertson 

Huntington 1200 Bill Little                          

Huntington 1300 Jason/Renee Warner  

Huntington 1400 Steve Dawson 

Melrose     

Cheyenne 

1100                   

1500/02 
Bridget Marx 

Pueblo 

Cheyenne 

1100               

1504/06/ 08/10 
Amy Fisher 

Stratford 1200 Bill Rodgers 

Stratford 

Cheyenne 

1100         

1520/22, 1600/2/4 
Amy and Russ Hulme 
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News From The City 

By Joe Russum, Assistant Editor 

   Methodist Richardson Medical 

Center continues to expand its ser-

vices with advanced electrophysiol-

ogy lab with interventional cardio-

vascular and neuroradiology suites, 

extensive outpatient services focused on minimally 

invasive treatments, adjacent Cancer Center with 

leading-edge diagnostic and treatment technolo-

gies, and Mayo Clinic affiliation.  The Campbell 

Road Campus Revitalization effort will continue to 

maintain an emergency department, behavioral 

health services, outpatient lab and radiology, outpa-

tient plaza, anti-coag clinic, physical therapy, dia-

betes education and mammography screening.  Ad-

ditions to the Campbell facility are older adult be-

havioral health and a long term acute care unit. 

 Mad Hatter Tea Party will be held September 12 

from 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  This is a festive event 

celebrating women and their journey to conquer 

breast cancer.  Please register online at http://

info.methodisthealthsystem.org/tea-party-

registration. 

Nomination deadline for Community Revitaliza-

tion is September 18, 2015.  Nominations may be 

submitted by anyone, including property owner. 

Program information can be found at www.cor.net/

cra. 

The City Council called for a no-tax-rate increase 

$115 million bond election which has been under 

consideration since last November.  The bond pro-

posal will go before voters this November and in-

cludes funding for improvements for Public Build-

ings ($67 million), Streets ($38.5 million), Parks 

($7.2 million) and Sidewalks ($2.2 million).  More 

information is available on the City website at 

http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=2211 

As recommended by the City Charter Commis-

sion, the City Council called for 83 propositions to 

be placed on the November 3rd Election ballot.  Of 

the propositions, some make changes to allow for 

special elections to fill the position of mayor in the 

event of an unexpected vacancy; others simplify 

language in the Charter to a more contemporary 

form.  This is the first comprehensive review of the 

Charter in several decades.  A voter guide will be 

mailed next month, and information is available on 

the City website at http://cor.net/index.aspx?

page=2217 

Earlier this month the City Manager presented the 

proposed budget to the City Council which con-

tains the following: 

¶ Maintains the Cityôs current tax rate 

¶ Increases funding for infrastructure improve-

ments from the general fund 

¶ Proposes needed increases for positions in public 

safety and health 

¶ Increases investment in the Cityôs economic de-

velopment fund  

¶ Provides for a modest wage increase for employ-

ees 

¶ Includes a necessary water rate increase of 8 per-

cent, which is passed along from increases 

http://info.methodisthealthsystem.org/tea-party-registration
http://info.methodisthealthsystem.org/tea-party-registration
http://info.methodisthealthsystem.org/tea-party-registration
http://www.cor.net/cra
http://www.cor.net/cra
http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=2211
http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=2217
http://cor.net/index.aspx?page=2217
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 passed down from the North Texas Municipal 

Water District, Richardsonôs water supplier. 

¶ Certified Tax Roll increase of 9.01 percent.  Last 

yearôs tax rate of $0.63516 is maintained. 

 GEICO Insurance plans to move the companyôs 

North Texas regional hub from Farmerôs Branch to 

Richardson.  They are leasing almost 200,000 

square feet of office space at the former Fossil 

headquarters on Greenville Avenue.  An estimated 

1,000 to 1,600 employees are expected to be 

housed at the new location 

New-England based telecom firm Frontier Com-

munication has rented 185,000 square feet in the 

Lakeside office campus, located north of Campbell 

Road.  This is the same development where Real-

Page is relocating from Carrollton.  Frontier Com-

munication opened its regional office in Allen in 

2012 and has significantly expanded in North Tex-

as since that time.  

Hermansen Land Development Inc., a Dallas-

based real estate development and management 

company, has just completed its purchase of the 

five-acre tract, known as Restaurant Park from the 

City.  The Restaurant Park Area will ultimately 

feature:  

¶ Up to seven restaurants with patio dining areas 

¶ Central plaza that includes a large fountain area  

¶ Enhanced landscaping 

¶ Pedestrian portal at the back of the project to 

allow easy access for residents in the surround-

ing neighborhoods 

¶ Two restaurants that have been announced are 

The Rock Wood Fired Kitchen and VertsKebap. 

¶ Official opening of Restaurant Park is slated for 

mid-2016 

The City of Richardson has earned the 2015 Cele-

brating Leadership in Development Excellence 

(CLIDE) Award from the North Central Texas 

Council of Governments (NCTCOG) for its inno-

vative and forward-thinking Spring Creek Nature 

Area expansion acquisition. 

Bill Beatty Insurance Agency, Inc. partnered with 

Firemanôs Fund Insurance Company to award a 

$5,207 grant to the Richardson Fire Department.  

The award is to fund carbon monoxide and smoke 

detectors for needy, elderly, disabled, and members 

of the community who otherwise could not afford 

these lifesaving pieces of equipment. 

This summer four city interns, in yellow safety 

shirts, took Global Positioning System (GPS) 

measurements at city sign locations to create a digi-

tal inventory of the sign locations.  They began in 

the Canyon Creek area, to locate the 20,000 city 

signs, and circled the city in a counter-clockwise 

direction.  The project was completed in August.  

Richardson Animal Shelter joined more than 50 

shelters in North Texas and hundreds more nation-

wide for the second annual ñClear the Shelters 

Dayò.  The Richardson Animal Shelter logged 31 

adoptions on the day, and a total of 73 during the 

week.  There are currently 7 dogs and 6 cats at the 

shelter. 

Barkway, the Cityôs first dog park, is now open.  

The park is located at 3851 S. Central Expressway 

underneath the President George Bush Turnpike, 

just west of the Central Expressway.  Space for the 

park was made possible by Oncor and TxDOT who 

have graciously allowed the city to use their land 

for this facility.  The park is now open daily from 

6:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m. except for Wednesdays, when 

the hours are 10:00 a.m.-10:30 p.m. to allow for 

maintenance. 
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Presidentôs Corner 

By G. Scott Waddell, President 

  What a great time of year!! The 

weather is cooling down (itôs only 

90 degrees.  Really?)  And football 

is in the air as well as the sound of 

the Mustang Mighty Marching 

Band!  I love this time of year. Before you know it will 

be National Night Out and Halloween!  

Have you noticed the JJP HOA each year expands the 

quality of the member benefits?  We would like your 

support with membership which affords us to provide 

quality benefits.  The membership includes such benefits 

as the directory, the park with landscaping and a pavil-

ion, direct links and relationships with COR/RISD, and 

maybe most importantly, your contact information is on 

the list used by the Crime Watch Patrol in case they 

need to contact you.  I keep preaching to the choir, I 

know, because you are already a member if you are re-

ceiving this.  I need you to have a conversation with 

your neighbors.  If they are not members tell them they 

need to support the JJP HOA cause.  Our efforts benefit 

everyone in the community and if you are pulling the 

weight for the non- members to enjoy the benefits you 

paid for, then it is time for that conversation to begin.  It 

is a nice conversation which will lead to better commu-

nity spirits. All for one and one for allé..or something 

like that. Anyway have the conversation. 

The COR bond issue is coming to a vote in November 

and we would like to offer you an opportunity to educate 

yourself and friends on ñthe whatò and ñthe whyò of the 

bond issue.  We will offer several ways to get the educa-

tion you need.  Here are a few methods.    

1) You can email a Board member and that Board 

member will forward the question to the appropriate 

authority regarding the question.    

2) We will put you directly in touch with the source.   

3) If enough members want to hold a town meeting 

specifically for the bond issues, we, the JJP HOA 

Board can make that happen.  Just let us know what 

we can do to educate you on the issues.   

Voting can be fun!!  Watch for the PROMOTE THE 

VOTE golf cart.  Once again we will provide rides to 

and from the polling location (Mohawk).  We do not 

care who you vote for, how you vote, or what you wear 

to vote.  We just want you to vote.  Bring the kids!! 

Make it fun.  Again we are not promoting any side of the 

issue, we just want to promote your voting rights!  The 

larger percentage of registered voters we turn out, the 

more important we are to the leaders of our city.  Itôs 

that simple!!   Participation has its benefits!! 

Have a great month.  Be kind to others and practice the 

Golden Rule.  That, my friend, is a winning combina-

tion!! 

Peace to you all! 
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November 3rd Election Information 

By Joe Russum, Assistant Editor 

The November 3rd election is scheduled to have a very long ballot.  You will be asked to vote on the following: 

¶ Seven proposed Amendments to the Texas Constitution 

¶ Bond election for the City of Richardson 

¶ Eighty three proposed Amendments to the City Charter. 

Each amendment has to be voted on so expect a long ballot.  

Amendments to the Texas Constitutions 

Texas has the longest constitution of any state because it is structured in such a way that many provisions that 

are considered by other states as simple state laws have to be included in the Texas constitution.   This set of 

amendments range from increasing the residential homestead exemption from ad valorem taxation for public 

school purposes to recognizing the right of the people to hunt, fish and harvest wildlife.  A list of these amend-

ments can be found on the Richardson League of Women Voters website at www.lwvrichardson.org.  On the 

website, click on ñNovember 3, 2015 Election,ò and on the next page click on ñhereò at the end of the Proposed 

Amendments to the Texas Constitution. 

Bond election for the City of Richardson 

The City proposes to sell bonds for a total of $115million.  There will be no increases in the tax rate to pay for 

the bond.  The money will be used to upgrade public buildings, streets, parks and sidewalks.  Details of the pro-

posed effort can be found on the City Website at www.cor.net.  On the home page, in the Search block, type 

ñ2015 Bond Electionò. 

Proposed Amendments to the City Charter 

 These amendments were drafted over a period of several months this year by a City appointed, eleven member 

Charter Review Commission.  Most of the provisions are to either clarify issues or to bring our Charter in line 

with State law.  The amendments do spell out a procedure to be used to replace the Mayor in the event the elect-

(Continued on next page) 
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ed Mayor is unable to serve the full term.  It does not 

change the way the Mayor is elected.  A member of the 

Commission said that the Mayoral election procedure 

was discussed, but a majority vote could not be obtained 

to modify the election process.  To review the proposed 

amendments go to the City website at www.cor.net/

index.aspx?pages=2217.  At the bottom of the page you 

can click on ñProposed Ballot Languageò to download 

the actual language you will see on the ballot. 

If you are interested in the background of our City 

Charter and why it is important to amend it from time to 

time, you can find that information on rumorcheck.org.   

The three Essays on the right side of the home page are 

interesting reads.  Rumorcheck.org, as well as a periodic 

free newsletter, is published by Bill McCalpin who lives 

in the Reservation.  Bill was one of the eleven member s 

of the Charter Commission that drafted the proposed 

Charter amendments.  He has been publishing for a long 

time about a range of issues affecting us in Richardson.  

He only sends out a few newsletters a year.   At election 

times he works hard to defuse false rumors that crop up 

in every election. 

JJP Crime Watch Patrol  

Appreciation Dinner 

By Bette Hodges, VP Development 

Thanks to the generous donations from members 

specifically for the JJP Crime Watch Patrol and 

the JJP HOA, a JJP Crime Watch Patrol Apprecia-

tion dinner was hosted at Palioôs Pizza on July 23. 

Twenty seven people were in attendance.  Crime 

Watch Patrol Coordinator, David Hodges, thanked 

the members for what they do in patrolling our 

neighborhood.  ñJust being out there and visible 

can help prevent a crime.ò�� 

http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?pages=2217
http://www.cor.net/index.aspx?pages=2217

